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8 05 being now to viſit 
0 5 the Publick, hum 
pbply throws itſelf 
A 2 at 


_ Dexovicarion. | 
at your Grace's Feet; a 
Work, which if done by a 
Skilful Hand, might with 
| Juſtice claim a Right to 
the Protection of ſo great 
a Patron. For TIragick 
Poetry, however it hath 
been abus'd and perverted 
to Other Ends than thoſe 
for which it was firſt de- 
fign'd, yet in its State of 
Innocence hath been coun- 
tenanc'd by Menof the firſt 
Rank, and was therefore 
anciently ſtyl'd the Poem 
of Kings: And my Author 
both in his own and in all 
ſucceeding Times, was and | 
will be in the higheſt E. 
ſteem with all Lovers of 


this 
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this Art, for. his Improve- 
ment of it. But I am con- 
ſcious that a judicious 
Reader will find too many 
Imperfections in this Per. 
formance, and it were 
the higheſt Preſumption 
to deſire you to, patro- 
nize them : Therefore I 
rather take this as an Op- 
portunity of gratifyin 

my Ambition, to recor 

my ſelf among the Num- 
ber of thoſe who have the. 
Honour to be acquainted 
with your Grace; an Am- 
bition, which I have Rea- 
ſon to hope the fame 
Goodneſs in your Grace 
which J have already expe- 
A3 riencd 
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rienc'd in o many In: 
ſtances, will indulge: I 
mean an affable and cour- 
teous Behaviour, a con- 
deſcending Meekneſs and 
Humanity, for which your 
Grace is ſo deſervedly 
tam'd. Nor ſhall I preſume 
to write in the common 
Style of Dedications, both 
becauſe your Grace'sPraiſe 
is a Theme ſo much be. 
yond my weak Capacity, 
and which the World is 
too well acquainted with 
already, not to know how 
far whatever I can fay 
upon it is below your 
Grace's Merits; and that 
becauſe were 1 equal to 
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it, yet YOU are too ge- 
nerous to accept of ſuch 
Incenſe as is uſually. of- 
fer d in Dedications. For 
it is a Diſpoſition inſepa- 
rable from noble Minds 
to love Virtue more for 
its own Sake, than for any 
popular Applauſe, and 
when they do good not 
to think it worth their 
lealt Regard what others 
{ay or think of them for 
it: And therefore I ſhall 
paſs by in Silence many 
Virtues which have gain'd 
your Grace the Admirati- 
on and Praiſe of Mankind; 
it were needleſs for me to 
write of what the World 
A4 already 
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already fo loudly talks, 
which, however mortify d 
Virtue may be to all De- 
fires of Praiſe and Glory, 

et will never fail to give 

er thoſe Rewards. Nor is 
Heaven regardleſs of its 


principal Favourites, but 


reſerves for them its choi- 
ceſt Bleſſings even in this 
Life, as an earneſt of their 
future; of this Truth there 
can be no more plain Proof 
than its beſtow ing ſo many 
on your Grace, as a beau- 


teous Conſort diſcreet be- 


yond her Years, and wor- 
thy your Grace, an honou- 
rable Station, high above 
t. Man- 
$ Kind, 


Dr fear io. 

kind, and the Favour of 
the beft of Princes. This 
latter is indeed but the juſt 
Reward of a conſtant Ad- 
herence and unſhaken Loy- 
alty tothe illuſtriousHouſe 
of Hanover, a hearty Zeal 
for the Proteſtant Cauſe, 
and a Diſpoſition ready 
upon all Occaſions to in- 
courage the Friends, and 
diſcourage the Enemies of 
both, ſo conſpicuous in 
your Grace. How do all 
thoſe who are Lovers of 
our preſent happy Conſti- 
tution, expreſs this who 
live near the Place of your 
uſual Refidence ! When- 
ever the joytul Rumour is 

80 3 ſpread 
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ſpread of your Return 
home among them, how 
do their Eyes, their Acti- 
ons, their Words, declare 
the Joy which Men natu- 
rally conceive from the 
Poſſeſſion of their Bleſſing? 
How do they praiſe that 
Goodneſs from which they 
enjoy ſo many good Ef- 
fects ? But on the contra- 
ry, when they are alarmed 
with the {ad News of your 
Departure, how doth Sad- 
neſs and Diſcontent fit up- 
on every Brow? How doth 
their penſive Silence or 
Complaints declare their 
Grief, while they have no- 
thing to comfort them- 
! | {elves 
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ſelves with, but the dear 
Remembrance of the Hap- 
pineſs they enjoy d by your 
Preſence, under the Loſs 
of it. 1 
Permit me therefore, 
my Lon p, to join in 
the general Wiſh that 
your Grace would return 
home to chear thoſe Eyes, 
and comfort thoſe Hearts 
which languiſh for your 
Abſence; and yet even 
this I hardly dare to 
do, when I conſider your 
Grace ſhining as a Star 
in its proper Sphere near 
the Perſon of his Maje- 
ſty. 8 
The World can never 
00 
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too much commend Aa 
Prince who hath in ſo par- 
ticular a Manner diſco- 
ver d his Prudence, name. 
iy, by the Choice of a Peer 
o well qualify'd as your 

Grace for a Place of Ho- 
nour and Truſt in his Go- 
vernment, and of ſuch 
Nearneſs to his Royal Per- 
fon. They are ſuch faith. 
ful Miniſters who render 
his Majeſty formidable to 
private Enemies (if ſuch 
there can be) and foreign 
Foes; they render him 
lov'd by his own Subjects, 
and admir'd by foreign Po- 
tentates, while they diſco- 
ver in his Royal Mind a 
13 Diſpo- 


Dzvp1icarioN: 
Diſpoſition ready to deter- 
mine his Choice in thoſe 
whoſe Virtues are molt ex- 
cellent. In ſuch he may 
ſafely confide, whom an 
innate Principle of Good- 
neſs, (which loves Virtue 
for its own Sake and all 
others in whom it appears 
to be, but eſpecially a So- 
vereign) obliges to be loy- 
al. But what leſs can be 
expected from a Prince, 
whoſe every Act of his 
ſhort, as yet, tho'glorious 
Reign, ſeems to confeſs 
that he was ſent by Provi- 
3 dence to make us a happy 
and flouriſhing People? 
And what leſs can be ex 
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pected from the Unanimi- 
ty of the preſent Parlia- 
ment, but that his Maje- 
{ty's pious Endeavours for 
that Purpoſe will be fe- 
conded by their Confulra- 


tions ? And that they may, 


may Heaven inſpire every 
Member of that moſt ho- 
nourable Aflembly with a 


Spiritof Loyalty to his Ma- 
jeſty, and Zeal for the pub 


lick Good. And whenpri- 
vate Rebellions, or foreign 
Commotions ſhall call his 


unwilling Arms to the 


Field (but may the Powers 
grant that that Time may 


never come) may the ſame 


Loyalty and Zeal unite all 
thoſe 


Devicartion. 


thoſe who draw the Sword 
in his Cauſe, and may they 
likewiſe have all thoſe 
martial Virtues as are ne- 
ceſſary to enable them to 
overcome their great Ma- 
ſter's Enemies. In a Word, 
may all his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects pay him thoſe Duties 
of Love and Honour to 
his Perſon, and Submiſſion 
to his Laws that they are 
bound to do, and, which 
at once includes all, and 
more than I can wiſh both 
for his Majeſty and your 
Grace, may you always 
continue to be what you 
are, ſtill flouriſhing in the 
Fulneſs of thoſe 8 
\ an 


Dzpicartion. 
and other Bleſſings you 
now enjoy, and may. all 
his Subjects copy after 
your bright Example. 
Theſe are the ſincere 
and hearty Prayers of 


My LORD, 
Tour Grace's 
moſt humble, 
moſt obedient, and 


devoted Servant, 


,& 


Geo. Adams. 


PREFACE. 


PF TER the univerſal Ap- 
plauſe which the learned 
World have given to the 
Tragedies of Sophocles, it 
would be needleſs to ſay any Thing 
to recommend a Tranſlation of them, 
were all People converſant with: 
them: Yet ſince far the greater Part 
of the World are the Ignorant and 
Unlearned, and, who, for that very 
Reaſon do not only decry ng 
a ut 
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but all kinds of Poetry in general, 


in its Defence. For to what Pur- 
ne is it to ſhew them the Excel- 
ency of an Author which conſiſts 
in an Art which they in general 
condemn, as a means of corrupt- 
ing Mens Morals, and eradicating 
out of their Minds the Principles 
of Virtue? But I hope to make it ap- 

in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe, 
that this Accuſation is not only un- 


Juſt, but that Tragedy, which is the 


Object of their utter Averſion, is not 
only an innocent Diverſion but even 
uſeful, for the Improvement of Mens 
Manners, and Direction of their 
Lives, by inſpiring them with the 
Love of Virtue and Hatred of Vice, 


by ſhewing in their proper Colours 


the Beauty of one and the Deformi- 


ty of the other; and, as Men are en- 
dowed with reaſonable Souls, capa- 


ble of chuſing Good, and refuſing 


Evil, by directing them to the pro- 
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per, Objects of their Choice and Love, 
as well as of their Hatred and Aver- 
hon. 

But here it muſt be underſtood, 
that I only by Tragedy mean thoſe 
of Sophocles and Euripides, and ſuch 
as are built upon their Plan, not ſuch 
Stuff as ignorant Poetaſters have im- 
poſed upon the World for Tragedy 
ſince their Times: Who ſtudying 
more how to fill their Pockets than 
improve their Hearers, choſe to com- 
— ſuch Pieces as would gratify 

ens extravagant Humours, as bet- 
ter ſerving their avaritious Pu 

This Avarice is a Fault of which 
not Dorſennus only was guilty, of 
whom Horace gives this Character, 


Epiſt. lbb. 2. 


Ceſtit enim nummum in Loculos de- 
mittere; poſt hoc 
Securus, cadat, an recto ſtet Fabu- 
la tals, 


If the Pretor paid him well for his 
"WY Pains 
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Pains in compoſing his Pieces, he was 
careleſs what Reputation they had af- 
terwards in the World. I am afraid 
the celebrated Shake/pear cannot be 
intirely acquitted from having a Share 
in this Charge, which perhaps was 
the Occaſion of ſo many groſs Irregu- 
larities in that Poet, which nothing 
but his other Excellencies can ex- 
cuſe. 

This Avarice of the Poets brought 
a Scandal upon the Art in general, 
and gave Ground to many Objections 
againſt it, which abſtracted from its 
Abuſe, is one of the nobleſt Arts that 
ever was invented. | 

For not to mention the wonderful 


Effects which have been produced on 
the Minds of Men who were preſent 


at the acting of good Tragedies, how 

Tyrants have forgot their Cruelty , 

the Ambitious been taught to mode- 

rate their Deſires, the Slothful to earn 

Glory in the Service of their Coun- 

trey ; (which as it is the Deſign, @ F 
a 
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hath been the Effect of them, ) what is 
Tragedy but an Imitation of the A- 
ctions of Men, and which, by exci- 
ting in us Terror and Compathen for 
their Misfortunes, teacheth us to mo- 
derate thoſe Paſſions, and avoid thoſe 
Faults whoſe Prevalence may be like 


to carry us into the ſame, or Misfor- 


tunes like thoſe which we ſee them 


ſuffer ? For Inſtance, who that reads 


the Tragedy of Oedipus, but is in- 
clined to pity that miſerable Prince, 
and will not take Care to avoid that 
Raſhneſs and Curiohty which drove 
him into all his Misfortunes? Who 
that reads the Tragedy of Ajax and 
his fad Fate, will not pity him, 
and reſolve againſt being overcome 
by his Anger and Rage, the miſera- 
ble Cauſes of it ? Again, the Trage- 
dy of Antigone is a good Leſſon for 
Arbitrary Princes to take Care how 
their Laws interfere with thoſe of God 
and Nature, and how they put their 

a 3 Sanctions 
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Sanctions in Execution againſt the 


Nor are the reſt of the Tragedies 
of Syphocles without their Morals, to 
teach Men to reduce their Paſſions to 
the Subjection of their Reaſon, and 
to avoid thoſe Faults, which are the 
Occaſions of Misfortunes to the prin- 
cipal Characters ; and laſtly, (that 
which is the Deſign of perfect Trage- 
dies) they ſet before our Eyes the 
Misfortunes which Men fall into by 
their involuntary Offences, and ſo pre- 
pare us to bear our own Misfortunes 


with Patience, when we conſider 


how light they are in Compariſon of 
theirs whom we ſee repreſented upon 


the Theatre. When we ſee repreſen- 


ted the Miſeries of Oedipus and Philo- 
Getes, we ſee that neither Greatneſs 
nor Innocence are ſufficient to ſecure 
us from the Calamities incident to 
Man: And when we compare our 
own Condition with theirs, and con- 
ſider how little they deſerved the Fate 
they 
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e they ſuffered, it encourageth us with 

more Chearfulneſs to combat the 
Storms we meet with, in our Paſſage 
o © thro' the raging Waves of this trou- 
o bleſome Life. | 
4 F There is a very pertinent Reflecti- 
eon to this Purpoſe made by the Em- 
peror Marcus Aurelius, cap. 6. lib. 9. 
t © Tragedies, ſays he, were firſt in- 
2 « troduced to put Men in Mind of 

2 © thoſe Accidents which happen in 
« their Lives, to inform them that 
« they muſt neceſſarily come, and 
s ( teach them that thoſe Things which 
( they ſee with ſome Delight on the 
f © Stage, ſhould not appear unſup- 
1 © © portable in the Grand Theatre of 

« the World; for you ſee plainly that 
( ſuch ought to be the Cataſtrophe of 
„all Pieces: And thoſe who cry ſo 
e © muchon the Theatre, Oh Cyzheron, 
5 © do notdehver themſelves from their 
- 8 © ownEvils.” Tho' this is faid only 
in reſpe& to one Effect of Tragedy, 
namely, the refining Terror and 
a 4 Compaſ- 
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Compaſſion ; yet it ſhews how high 


an Opinion even a Hoch had for this 
Art. 

The other Excellencies of it I ſhall 
make out by a Compariſon of Poetry, 
of which Tragedy is the nobleſt kind, 
with the other two Sciences which are 
chiefly reckoned to contribute to- 
wards the poliſhing of Mankind, and 
inſtructing them in the Way of their 
Duty, in * to preſent and future 
Happineſs: And thoſe are Hiſtory and 
Morality, where I ſhall ſhew how far 
Poetry excels them both, and is more 
conducive to that Purpoſe. Other 
Sciences, as Metaphyſicks, Arithme- | 
tick, and Aſtronomy, being only 
ieblayvient to the. other, cannot pre- 
ſume to enter the Liſt in this Diſ- 
Pute. 

For Example, Gn conſiſts 
in obſerving the Order, Harmony 
and Contrivance of the celeſtial Bo- 
dies, their ſteddy Revolutions, and 
the various Seaſons of the Year there- 


by 
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by produced, and tho it helps to in- 
{ſtruct Men, it doth it not directly 
by its own Power, but mediately, 
/. e. by giving us high and noble 
Sentiments of God, ſhewing that he 
is great and powerful in all his 


Works, that he is a God of Order 


and Harmony, and by Conſequence 
that he requires it in Man, the no- 
bleſt Part of the Creation, which 
conſiſts in keeping his Paſſions under 
the Subjection of Reaſon, (for all 
Vice is nothing elſe but the Effects of 
the Irregularity of Mens Paſſions) 


and ſhewing that as he is powerful 


and juſt, he will certainly puniſh 
ſuch Diſorders and Irregularities in 
rational Creatures. For the ſame 
Reaſon Metaphyſicks, which conſiſt 
in Contemplation of the Nature of 
Spirits are ſubſervient to the ſame 
Ends (as may be faid of all other Sci- 
ences that can be thought of, except 
Divinity) z. e. the Inſtruction of Men, 
ind making them what they ſhould 

be, 
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be; which are the direct and imme- 


diate Ends of Hiſtory, Morality and 


Poetry. For Divinity, that muſt al- 
ways be excepted, whole preſent De- 
ſign is to eſtabliſh the Truth of re- 
vealed Doctrines of the utmoſt Im- 
portance, with reſpec not only to this 
Life, but even to an eternal one here- 
after. What I am therefore to prove 
is, that Poetry is more edifying and 
inſtructive to Man in order to a due 
Regulation of their Lives, than ei- 
ther Hiſtory or Morality. Firſt then 
as to Hiſtory, what is it but a faithful 
Narration of the Actions of Men, 
and other Accidents with their Cir- 
cumſtances? But it is defective in this 
particular, for although it may give 
us Inſtances of Perſons who have ſuf- 


fered by their Vices, or any other 
Cauſes with which we are unacquain- 


ted; yet in giving us thoſe Inſtances, 
it ſtill leaves us ignorant for want of 
Precepts, to teach us how to behave 


our ſelves, ſhould any of thoſe Caſes 
happen 
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happen to be ours: For although we 
might gueſs at the Cauſe of a Perſon's 
Sufferings, as a proud Man, a tyran- 
nical King, &c. we cannot affirm 
that his Pride, or his Tyranny was the 
Cauſes of thoſe Sufferings, nor can we 
affirm that he would not have ſuffered 
ſuch Things had he been otherwiſe. 
Some Folly or Indiſcretion or other 
Thing which we are ignorant of, 
might have cauſed his Misfortunes, 
which had he avoided, he might ſtill 
have proſpered very well in his other 
Vices: So different are the Cauſes of all 
Things which happen, and ſo obſcure 
the Paths to trace them out. 

It indeed an Hiſtorian in the De- 
{cription of a Character tells us what 
is to be done and what avoided, he 
then enters upon the Province of the 
Moraliſt or Poet. But the Events of 
Hiſtory, as ſuch, are far from in- 
ſtructing Men, or aftording them any 
general Maxims for directing their 
Lives. For Inſtance, what Moral is 
to 
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to be drawn from a curſed Uſurper 
dying in his Bed, and a juſt King 
murthered by his Subjects ? A juſt 
Cicero and true Patriot of his Coun- 
trey ſuffering a cruel Death from an 
ambitious Anthony ? The juſt Cato 
beſieged and forced to lay violent 
Hands on himſelf, while Rebel Cæ- 
ſar's Name lives with Honour? 80 
that it is impoſſible to draw any ge- 
neral Maxims from particular Events, 
and thoſe bare Matters of Fact which 
Hiſtorians are obliged to relate. Mo- 
rality labours under the ſame Defect, 
for although «a Moraliſt may define 
Prudence, Juſtice, Temperance and 
other Virtues, with their oppoſite 
Vices, and by many convincing Ar- 
guments drawn from the Nature of 
Things ſhew us how much one is pre- 
ferable to the other, yet he wants 
Example to enforce thoſe Precepts, 
to ſhew how Perſons by their Virtue 
z 2ve been happy in their Lives, and 


glorious after Death, and again te 
{hew 
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ſhew into what Calamities particular 
Perſons have fallen by the Prevalence 
of thoſe Vices they are declaiming a- 
gainſt. But a judicious Poet takes in 
both Precept and Example, for as he 
is purely the Maker of his own Crea- 
ture, he forms him as he pleaſes, and 


repreſents to us ſuch Perſons as drew 


on themſelves their own Misfortunes 
by their Vices and ' Follies (as $9pho- 
cles doth in the Tragedies of Ajax, 
Oedipus, Jrachiniæ, &c.) or who ren- 
dered themſelves the Objects of our 
Admiration and Praiſe, as Ulyſſes and 
Theſens. We ſee nothing in any of 
thoſe Characters, but what 1s to be 
done, or what avoided; for the Poet 
ſhews us what Vices or Follies were 
the next and immediate Cauſe of the 
Sufferings of the one, and what Vir- 
tues gained the other Praiſe. Oedi- 


pus is repreſented as a Prince, who, 


tho' he had many excellent Virtues, 
as Juſtice, Courage and Tenderneſs 
for the Welfare of his People, yet fell 
into 
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into his Misfortunes by his prodigious 
Raſhneſs and 2 And by his 
Conduct in a cular Inſtance the 
Poet inſtructs us to avoid thoſe Faults 
which brought on him his Misfor- 
tunes, 

The ſame may be ſaid of Ajax, who 
is repreſented as a Perſon whoſe Wrath 
and Malice ruined him; and of De:a- 


ara, who was eme by too great 


Credulity, and giving Way too much 


to that weak Paſſion of Jealouſy. On 


the other hand the Character of Uly/- 


es is diſtinguiſned by ſeveral ba — 
lent dane „as his Prudence in 


compoſing the Strife between Aga- 
memnon and Teucrus, his placable 
and forgiving Temper toward Ajax. 

The Character of Theſeus in Oel. 
pus Colonens is likewiſe the Draught 
of a righteous King, neither terrified 
by Threats, nor allured by Flatteries 
from executing Juſtice among his 


People, when the Complaints of the 


Miſerable call for his Aſſiſtance. In 
an) 
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The Px xrxrace. 
any of theſe Caſes we cannot poſſibly 
fail of knowing how to behave our- 
ſelves when we read thoſe Poems, 
ſhould we fall into the ſame or the like 
Circumſtances with the Perſons there 
repreſented. For they are ſo repreſen- 
ted that their Words and Actions ſpeak 
the Men, and thereby of Neceſſity ren- 


der them the Objects of our Love or 
Hatred, and what we love or hate in 


another, will have ſome Effect upon 
our own Conduct. Whereas the Mo- 
raliſt only diſcourſes of Virtue and 
Vice in a methodical Way, defines 
them according to their Subjects, 
Cauſes, and Effects; and enlarges 
upon each Diviſion, but is deſtitute 
of Example, to ſhew where thoſe 
Virtues or Vices are diſplay'd. And 
the Hiſtorian confines himſelf to 
ſtrict Matters of Fact, but ſhews us 
not how they ought to influence our 
Conduct. A Poet according to his 
Name and the Import of his Office, 

being 
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or imprudent, cruel] and outragious, 
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being derived from the Greek Word 
Ions, a Creator or Maker, is only 
to ſhew Men what they ſhould or 
ſhould not be, not what they are, or 
are not, as the Hiſtorian doth, and 
therefore he cannot failof laying down 
proper Inſtructions for the Conduct of 
Lite, and ſhewing in others what they 
ought to do themſelves. And thus he 
an{wers thoſe Ends which both Hiſto- 
rians and Moraliſts propoſe, yet la- 
bours under none of thoſe Defects 
which they do; for, as hath been 
ſhewn, he gives us the particular In- 


ſtances wherein they have been raſh 


or, on the contrary, wile, juſt and 
pious, and the Motives upon which 
they proceeded, and how they be- 
haved themſelves in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances and the Conſequences there- 
of, which muſt needs afford Matter 
of great Uſe and Application to 
the Hearers. This is no new Obſerva- 

tion, 


The PREPAOE. 
tion, but what Horace hath long ago 


made, who tells us that Homer in- 
ſtructed Men what to do, and what 
to avoid, better than either Chry/s pus 
or Cantor. Ep. 2. Lib. 1. 


Qui, quid ſit pulchrum, quid turpe, 
gud utile, quid non, 


Plenus & melins Chry/s "mo, & 


Cuantore dlcit. 


Now of all Kinds of Finke Trage- 
dy is confeſſedly the nobleſt, and 
therefore better anſwers this End. Our 
modern Tragedies are, indeed, far leſs 
inſtructive than thoſe of the Antients in 
this Way, for want of the Chorus which 
the other had, whoſe Office it was to 
make moral Applications in their 
Songs, from what was ſaid by the 
Actors in the foregoing Epiſode, in 
which they always conformed them- 
ſelves to the Rules of that religious 
Worſhip which was in Vogue among 
them. I ſhall give the Reader the 

b follow- 
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might be of very pernicious Conſe- 


Effects of ſo bad an Example, and 
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following Inſtance, as a Proof of this 
Truth, out of Oedipus Tyrannus. 
Jocaſta thinking that the Oracle 
which foretold the Fate of Lais 
was falſe, ur. that he ſhould be 
murthered by his Son Oedipus, whom 
ſhe believed to be dead, little thinking 
that that Servant to whom ſhe deli- 
vered him, did not execute his Orders 
out of Pity to the Child, ſpeaks in a 
contemptuous Manner of all Oracles 
in General, and ſays, That there is 
as little Reaſon that we ſhould be- 
lieve that Part of the Oracle which 
declared he ſhould commit Inceſt 
with his Mother, or any other Oracle 
whatſoever, as that which ſhe had 
already proved fall. - 3 
This from the Mouth of a Queen 
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quence to the Hearers, by tending 
to beget in their Minds a Contempt 3 
of all religious Worſhip. The C 
rus therefore to prevent the natural 
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preſerve in the Minds of the Audi- 
ence a due Reverence for Religion, 
declares there is a terrible God that 
will puniſh all Impiety, either in our 
Words or Actions, and prays that he 


Z would not revenge the Impiety of 


Jocaſta on that City, AF. III. Scene 
V. May the Gods grant me to enjoy a 
happy State, &c. 

The Way therefore to make our 
Theatres as inſtructive as the Arhe- 
nian was, is to reſtore the Chorus, 
and for ever to baniſh from the Stage 
ſuch Stuff with which it is daily pe- 
ſtered. I ſhall not however take up- 
on me to diate ſo far, as to ſay 
what ſhould, or ſhould not be done 
here in this kind among us, who live 
under ſo wiſe a Government; but 
leave it to thoſe of better Judg- 


ment and greater Power, whether ſo 


2 conſiderable an Innovation be con- 
venient, or not; but {hall proceed to 


anſwer two grand Objections which 
are brought againſt the Uſe of Tra- 
| b 2 gedy: 
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imperfect Notions of a future State, 4 
and the wiſeſt of the Philoſophers 1 


Tragedy, might be very uſeful, to help 


could not in the Reformation of 
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ted to a State of Heatheniſm ; the o- 
ther, that it is very much abuſed; } 
and the Anſwer which I ſhall make 
to theſe, ſhall be not only ſufficient | 
to confute theſe Objections, but like- 3 3 
wile farther recommend this kind of | 
Poetry. The former in its full Force 
and Vigour is thus. Although it 
ſhould — granted, that in a State of 
Heatheniſm, when Mankind had but 3 


23 
A 


—_ 


Thing at all, or not, ſuch Helps as 4 


the Philoſophers by Fables and Simi- 
litudes, and make out what they 


Men: Yet to us who live under the 1 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, a moſt 
perfect Rule of Faith and Obedience | 3 
delivered by our great Prophet Jeſus 


Chriſt, and are aſſured by the moſt i 
convin- | ] 3 


— 
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convincing, Arguments of the Cer- 
tainty of a future State of Rewards 
and Puniſhments, what Occaſion can 
there be for any ſuch Helps as Tra- 
gedy? Since the Holy Scriptures af- 
ford all the Arguments that can be 
deſired to perſuade us to embrace 
Religion and Virtue, and abhor 
Vice. Tv 
It is true, were it ſo that the Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel had their intend- 
ed Effect, and we ſaw that all Men 
lived according to them; that is, 
I were every Man really what he ſhould 
be, then indeed all Theatrical Recre- 
. © tions were uſeleſs. Yet ſince Expe- 
y JF rience informs us that the Caſe is 
quite otherwiſe, and we often ſee 
Men fall into the greateſt Inconve- 
Iniences, through one predominant 
Paſſion or other; why ſhould we 
light ſuch Helps as can be any Way 
conducive to ſo good an End, as the 
ſubduing thoſe Paſſions to the Go- 
3 b 3 vernment 
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but of our Saviour himſelf to autho- 


2 Sam. Xii. 


ready inſtanced in the Tragedies of 


ons on the World as ſuch; yet though 


The PIETAC xk. 3 
vernment of Reaſon? We have the 
g be. not only of the Prophets, 


rize a parabolical Way of Inſtruction, 
which they often had Recourſe to, 
rather than Precept. Nathan in par- 
ticular brought David to Repentance 
by a very remarkable Parable; ſee i 


We have likewiſe many Parables 
of our Bleſſed Saviour in the Scrip- 
ture; yea, we read in one Place that 
he ſo far preferr'd it to Precept, that 
without a Parable ſpale he not unto 
them, i. e. his Diſciples. Now eve- 
ry Tragedy hath its Fable or Parable, 
which is the ſame, and every Para- 
ble its moral Inſtruction, for that is 
the End of all Fables, as I have al- 3 


* 
ot 


Oedipus, Ajax, Antigone, &c. For 
they are not told as Truths, nor doth 
the Poet deſign to impoſe his Ficti- 


they are not in themſelves true, the I 
Appli- 


The Pazracs. 
Application and moral Inſtruction 
which they deſign, is moſt undoubt- 
edly ſo: If Anger deſtroyed Thyeſtes, 
Ajax, and others, Raſhneſs and Cu- 
riofity Oedipus, the fad Effects of 
Jealouſie Deranra, and Severity 
eon, we may reaſonably conclude 
in the ordinary Courſe of Things, 
that where the ſame Paſſions prevail, 
they will always have the ſame Ef- 
fects. And although there had been 
really no ſuch Perſons in the World 
as are here mentioned, yet the Ap- 
plication is general to all; and it is 
moſt probable that Perſons of ſuch 
Manners ſhould do ſuch Actions, and 
that ſuch Actions ſhould produce 
ſuch Conſequences. Now if Men 

who are Slaves to their Paſſions, and 
abandoned in their Morals, can be 
reclaimed, what matters it whether 
it be done by a Poet or Divine? If a 
cruel perſecuting Tyrant is reformed, 
and becomes a pious Prince, careful 
for the Welfare of his People; what 
b 4 matters 
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matters it whether it be done by 
hearing a Tragedy of the terrible Sut- 


ferings of a People under a tyrannous 


Government; or by hearing a Ser- 
mon, ſetting forth how God is mer- i 
citul to all his Creatures in general, 
and that he requires the ſame Tem- 
per in Men toward their fellow Crea- 
tures, and the Puniſhment which 
waits the oppoſite Vice in a future 
State, &c. As to the latter I am aware 


of an Objection, that there is a Duty 
in the very Act of hearing Sermons, 
which is not in the other: I grant it; 
vet that Hearing is in Order to a bet- 
ter End, vi2. to be inſtructed in 


the Will of God, and the Way of our 


Duty, Rom. x. V 14. Sc. But if | 


Hearing doth not anſwer that End, 
it will be ſo far from ſtanding us in 
any Stead in the Day of Account, 


that it will rather be an Aggravation 3 
of the Condemnation of ſuch ftony | 


Hearts, in which the good Seed of 


the Word was ſown in vain: And if 


hearing 
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The Paz FACE. 
hearing a Tragedy hath often wrought. 
the Minds of Men to that Chriſtian 
Temper, which Preaching could not, 


I ſee not why the Uſe of ſo good a 


Help is not both lawful and com- 
mendable. 


The Uſefulneſs of this Diverſion 
will farther appear, if we look back 


and trace it from its Original, and 


conſider the Deſign for which it was 
firſt invented, a2. to afford Pleaſure 
and Profit to its Hearers. When the 


_ Philoſophers found that it was im- 


poſſible for them to form Men, ſuch. 
as they would have them to be, by 
the Precepts of Philoſophy, they were 
forced to have Recourle to Tragedy; 
which was therefore invented, not as 


the beſt Employment that Men could 


take up, but as a Means to correct 


the Exceſs in which they plunged 
themſelves at their Feaſts; and to 
render thoſe Amuſements profitable, 
which Cuſtom and their Infirmities 
had made neceſſary, and their Cor- 

A ruption 
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The Pazrracs. 
ruption very dangerous. S0 that 
Tragedy was deſigned both to ſatisfy 
the natural Curiofity of Men, and 
that Inclination which all have to 
gratify themſelves with ſome kind of 
Recreation, and at the ſame Time 
to inſtruct them; and that very Rea- 
ſon that it doth ſo, is ſufficient to 
juſtify the Uſe of it. Moderate Re- 
creations are by no Means unlawful, 
or contrary to the Word of God, but 
rather authorized by it. God did 
not give Men Inclinations but ſuch 
only, the gratifying of which are 
lawful, provided they regulate 
themſelves by the Meaſures of Pru- 
dence and Sobriety; and it were 
heartily to be wiſhed that thoſe Li- 
bertines who complain of the Yoke 
of Religion, would, inſtead of their 
cuſtomary criminal Indulgence of 
their Paſſions, betake themſelves to 
this kind of Diverſion. 

The other Objection againſt Tra- 


sick * is, that it is very much 
a abuſed. 


The Pxzrace. 
abuſed. This muſt certainly be grant- 
ed; yet this Objection, however true, 
cannot lie againſt what I here con- 
tend for; ſince, as I faid before, I 
would be here underſtood to mean 
only fuch Tragedies 'as are built 
upon the Plan of the Antients, Soupho- 
cles and Euripides, and according to 
thoſe Rules down laid by Ariſtotle and 
Horace; not ſuch abominable Stuff, as 
our Enghſh Theatres have been crow- 
ded with fince their Times, where 
the Spectators have been entertained 
with tedious Scenes of Courtſhip, ab- 
uſive Language to the Clergy, ridi- 
culous Contradictions, abominable 
Fuſtian; yea, we have Inſtances of 
their prophane Flights of Thought, 
little better than Blaſphemy. Theſe 
were Faults which Dryden, and 
Lee fell into, who have been follow- 
ed herein by ſeveral other Poets ſince 
their Time, for which they are juſt- 
ly, though ſeverely ſcourged by the 
ingenious Mr. Collier. What an a- 
bominable 
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bominable Character doth Dryden 
give us of Nourmahal, in that Seen 
where ſhe diſcovers her unnatural 


Love for Aurengezeh ? How doth ſhe 


talk like a Woman loſt to all Shame 
and Modeſty? The Antients never 
ran into Errors of this Nature, for 


though Phedra in Euripides is in 


= with Hippoly tus, yet her Ho- 


nour throughout the whole Play, ſo 
far prevails over her Love, that it 
ties her Tongue from the leaſt immo- 
deſt Expreſſion. 

Maleſpear, however faulty in 
ther Thing yet had none of this. 
we do not find his Plays ſtuffed with 
any ſuch tender Sentiments between 
the different Sex before Marriage, 
which muſt be ſhocking and uncaſie 
to the fair Sex, and offenſive to that 
Modeſty which is no leſs an 2 
ment to them than their Beauty. 
liet and Deſdemona are both TT 


before they make any Acknowledg-. 


ments, 
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ments of their Love. We have like- 
wiſe Paſſages in ſeveral of their 
Pieces, where they abuſe the Cler- 
gy with moſt infolent Launguage, 
of which the Behaviour of Chamont 
to the Chaplain, in that celebrated 
Play called the Orphan, is one In- 
ſtance, and that of Oedipus in Dry- 
den's Play of that Title, toward Tzre- 
fias, is another: Where the Poets 
have with moſt impudent Language 
abuſed, not only thoſe Perſons, name- 
ly, the Chaplain and Tireſias in Par- 
ticular, but even railed againſt the 
ſacred Function in general. If it be 
not raking from too foul a Channel, 
I ſhall cite the Paſſages from the Au- 
thors. Oedipus. ACT IIL 


Oed. I ho were my Parents? 

Tir. Thou ſhalt know too ſoon. 

Oed. / h ſeek I Truth from thee? 

The Smiles of Courtters, and the 
Harlots Tears, 


The 
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The Tradeſmens Oaths and Mourn-+ 


ing of an Heir, 
Are Truths to what Prieſts tell. 
O why haſt Prieſthood Privilege to 
—141 | 
Aud yet to be believed? 


And in the Orphan, A III. Cha- 
mont ſays to the Chaplain. 


Nay, but th art an ä > M 
there not one 

Of all thy Tribe that's henef ; in your 
Schools ? 


And afterwards. 


If thou would ſi have me not contemn 
thy Office 
And Charafter, think all thy Bre- 


thren Nuades, 
Thy Trade a Cheat, and thou its 


worſt Profeſſor. 


Afterwards Chamont ſeeing the Meck- 
= of the Chaplain, in bearing this 


e without ſhewing any great 


—— 2 Reſentment, returns to his 
former 
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former Style, and reproaches him with 
the moſt vile, the moſt ſcurrilous 
Language that Impudence and Rage 
could dictate. 


Curſe on that formal fleddy Villains 
Face. 

Juſt ſo do all Bawds hok, nay, 
Bawds, they ſay, | 

Can pray upon Occaſion, zall of 
Heaven, © 

Turn up their gogling Eyeballs, rail 
at Vice, 0 

D:ſſemble, lie and preach hke any 
Prieſt. 

| Art thou a Bawd? , 


But it were needleſs to produce a 
few Paſſages of this Kind, and thoſe 
only to be found in the Writings of 
Authors long fince dead, were not 
their Example too cloſely followed 
by the Author of a Play too well 
known, and frequented too, to be na- 
med here; to the Shame of the cor- 
rupted Taſte of our Nation, and ai 
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The PR E FACE: 
reliſh of the admirable Beauties of 

the Antients. | 
The Lawyer beknaves the Drome, &c. 


And now let any Man judge, whe- 
ther it be fit that Men in holy Orders, 
to whom are committed the Oracles 
of God, whoſe particular Buſineſs it 


is to promote the Honour of God, and 


ſet forward the Salvation of all Men, 


ſhould be treated with ſuch Language. 


And I believe all Men will allow, 
that there is no more effectual Way 
to ſerve the Cauſes of the Atheiſt and 
Infidel, and to bring Religion into 
Contempt, than to infuſe into Mens 

Minds a Contempt of its Teachers. 
Theſe and ſuch like Abuſes, brought 
this Scandal upon all Dramatick Wri- 
tings in General, that they were only 
invented by the Poets to get Money, 
and enrich themſelves by the Follies 
and Vices of Mankind. But what 
can be more unjuſt than to baniſh 
the true Coins out of the World, be- 
| cauſe 
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cauſe of Counterfeits? For ſuch are 
certainly that kind of Tragedy I have 
now mention d, with reſpect to what 
is truly and properly ſo calld. 

Is it an Argument that we ſhould 


never follow the Directions of a ſkilful 
Phyſician, becauſe ſome ignorant 
EZ Pretenders have kill'd their Patients 
by Medicines improper for their Diſ- 
© caſe? This was not becauſe they 


were Phyſicians; but becauſe they 


TJ were nothing leſs. And yet juſt ſo 
much Reaſon have we to reject the 
Uſe of right Tragedy, becauſe it 
bath beenabus'd and perverted to baſe 


Ends. For nothing can be more op- 


E 


poſite to right Tragedy than what 
ignorant Poetaſters have impos d on 
the World as ſuch; nor can any 
Thing be more unjuſt than to con- 


demn it, for no other Reaſon but 


1 becauſe of that Abuſe; and thoſe 


who do, condemn tht moſt noble 
q Diverſion in the World, a Diverſion 
; which awakens the Genius of Men, 
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ſearches to the inmoſt Receſſes of 


the Soul, finds out thoſe Virtues 
which lay hid in the ſmooth Seaſons 
and Calms of Life, and ſets them 


upon Actions truly noble and Praiſe- | 


worthy. It touches the moſt obdu- | 
rate Soul; and makes it melt to 
behold the Sufferings of our fel- 
I could give many | 
Proofs of this Truth, but ſhall at 
preſent. only trouble the Reader with 
the following. } 

Alexander, a cruel Tyrant of Pha- 
re in Theſſaly, being at the Theatre 
when the Hecuba of Euripides was 
acted, was ſo ſenſibly mov'd, that he 
went out before the firſt Act was 
ended, ſaying, he was aſham'd to be 
ſeen to weep at the Misfortunes of 


low Creatures. 


Hecuba and Polyxena, when he dai- 

ly imbrued his Hands in the Blood of 

his Citizens. He was afraid that if 

he ſtay'd longer his Heart would be 

_ mollify'd, and forced to quit that 

Spirit of Tyranny which was deſtru- 
— 2 ctive 
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ive to ſo many of his Citizens: 
And the Actor eſcap'd with his Life 
only through thoſe ſmall Remains of 

ity he had rais'd in his Breaſt, 
who had been fo long a Stranger to 
it. Collier himſelf, who was ſo vio- 
lent a Scourge of dramatick Poetry, 
yet allows it to be the moſt uſeful 
Thing the Wit of Man can invent, 
for the promoting of Virtue and the 
Diſcouragement of Vice, And cer- 
tainly if ever any hath been writ 
without reſpect to this End, either 
the Avarice, Ignorance or Lazineſs 
of the Poets have been the Occa- 
fon of it, and not ang Defect in the 
Art itſelf. 

But it is Time that [ ſpeak in par- 
ticular of the 'Tragedies of the An- 
cients, ſince they are the true Mo- 
dels according to which every good 
Tragedian ought to write, as being 
not only — to. Ariſtotle's 
Rules, but even thoſe upon which 


ö he grounded his Rules; that is, in 
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of the Word Tragedy. Tragedy is 
a Word compounded of two Greet 3 
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The PRETACE. 
the State Tragick Poetry was left | 
by The/pis. In Proſecution of which 
Deſign, I ſhall give my Reader 2 
ſhort Account of its Riſe and Pro- | 
greſs, and what Improvements it gra- 


1 LE 


Perfection to which it was brought 
by Sophocles; and from thence ſhew | 
* Viciſſitudes it underwent, ſome- 4 
times being eclipſed, and again re- F 
covering its ancient Luſtre, until the 
later Ages. 
Then I ſhall mark out the part 
cular Excellencies for which the 3 
three great Heroes of Tragick Poe. 
try, namely Aiſchylus, Euripides and 
Sophocles, are moſt eminent; and 
the Faults for which they are moſt 
defective: And upon the whole 
ſhew, that the Preference to the 
other two is due to Sophocles. 3 
I ſhall begin with the Derivation YZ 


Words Teaſog and dd, a Goat and a 
Ss 
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Hg, and it was ſung at a Feaſt 
which was kept in Honour of Bac- 
chus, he being the firſt Planter of 
Vines in Antica. At this Feaſt a 
Goat was ſacrificed, and the Re- 
ward given to that Perſon who ſang 
beſt was a Goat. Whence Horace, 


Carmine gut Tragico vilem certavit 
ob Hircum. 
Who ſung a Tragick Song for a 
vile Goat. 


Then to theſe Songs there were other 
Additions made, which improved 
them to Dialogues, between two or 
more: Hence proceeded Dramatick 
Poetry, both Comick and Tragick ; 
ſo that there were ſome Tragedians 
of ſmaller Account before Thepis ; 
and Mr. Boileau was miſtaken in 
aſcribing the firſt Invention of this 
Art to that Tragedian. What Im- 
provements he and A ſchylus after- 
= wards made, Horace * us in theſe 
following Lines. 

e 3 Ignorus 
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[onotum Tragice genus inveniſſe Ca- 

mane 

Dictur, & Plauſtris vexiſſe pot. 
mata Theſpis, 

Quæ canerent agerentque peruncli 
ſæcibus ora. 

Poſt hunc perſonæ palleque reper- 


tor honeſt 


Aſchylus, & modicis inſtravit Pul- | 


pita 7 gnis, 


ue Cothurno. 


Theſpis is ſaid to be the firſt found | 4 


The Tragedy, and carried it a- 


out 


bout, 


. . 3 f 
Till then unknown, in Carts, 
T 3 p 8 9 2 


wherein did ride 
Thoſe that did ſing, and act: 
their Faces dy d 


ſcbylus more late 


Brought in the Viſor, and the 


Robe of State, 
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Built a ſmall timber'd Stage, and 
taught them Talk | 
Lofty and great; and in the Buſ- 
kin walk. 
Ben Johnſon's Hor. 


So that at firſt there was only a Cho- 
zus who acted alone, afterwards The/- 
pis in order to give ſome Reſt to the 
Chorus, added another Perſon, and 
Aſchylus a ſecond ; one of which 
was to be the chief Character, and 
the other a Dependant or Retinue to 
him; and in order to give the more 
room to the Dialogue between the 
two Actors, retrenched the Length 
of the Songs of the Chorus. Laſtly, 
Sophocles having more narrowly exa- 


mined the Nature of Tragedy, and 
finding that Aſchyluss two Actors 


did not ſet off the Scene well, and 


could not give an Opportunity of ſuch 
a Variety of Plots and Contrivances 
as ought to be there, reduced the 


Songs of the Chorus to their juſt 


C 4 Bounds, 
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Bounds, which Aaſehylus had ſhor- 
ten'd too much, and added a third, 
and there all the Greek Tragedians 
remained. And tho* Aſchylus both 
in his Chobpbori and Eumenides has 
three Actors talking together, yet it 
was . becauſe he had made thoſe 
Plays twelve Years after he had ſeen 


fome of J7phocles's Pieces, from which 
he took his third Actor: And there- 


fore Horace lays down this Rule: 


Nec quarta loqui perſona lahoret. 
Nor ſtrive to make a fourth Per- 
ſon ſpeak. 


And indeed if we rightly conſider 
the Nature of Dialogue, we ſhall find 
that there can happen few Caſes 
wherein it ſhall be neceſſary for a- 
bove three Perſons together to ſpeak, 
altho four Perſons and more, to give 

Beauty and Majeſty to a Scene may 
be admitted. 

Thus I have given my Readers a 
{hart Account of the Riſe and Pro- 


greſs 
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greſs of Tragedy, until the Time of 
Sophocles, when it was brought to 
that Perfection, that Ariſtotle would 
not reſolve this Queſtion, whether 
any Thing more could be added to it? 
After Saphocless Time, as Princes 
ſmiled upon, or ſlighted this and o- 
ther Arts and Sciences, ſo this Art 
underwent many Changes from bet- 
ter to worſe, and the contrary. Un- 
der the Reigns of Alexander, the Son 
of Amyntas, Perdiccas, and Archelans, 


it flouriſhed and was in great Repu- 


tation; but in the following Reigns it 
languiſh'd. Then again, under the 
Reigns of Philip and Alexander, 
thoſe glorious Princes ſo diſpenſed 
their Favours to the Poets, that they 
again brought it to its flouriſhing 
State. After the Death of Alexander 
it began again to fade, and never re- 
cover'd its Strength till the Reign of 
Auguſtus, a Prince, who, how much 
he was renowned for his great En- 
couragement of this as well as all o- 
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ther kinds of Poetry, it is very well 
known, and the Poets rewarded him 
for his Favours by immortal Monu- 
ments of his Worth; but Horace in 
particular, who ſang his Praiſe in 
the moſt beautitul Odes that the moſt 
excellent Spirit of Poetry could poſſi- 
bly dictate.” After the Death of Au- 
guſtus for more than ſixteen hundred 
Years, it grew feeble till the laſt 
Age, when it was recover'd out of its 
almoſt Joſt State by M. Corneille and 
Racine, both Frenchmen. 

But to come to the Writers of our 


own Nation, the divine Jhakeſpear 
was the firſt who began this Art a- 
mong us, and indeed who ended it 


too, for he has gain'd ſo much Praiſe 
in it, that he hath ſcarce left any for 
thoſe who come after him: And he 
is fo much the more to be admir'd, 
becauſe he perform'd what he did 
without the Help of Learning; nor 
indeed did he need it, he could look 


| within himſelf, and there find all the 
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Images of Nature perfectly painted. 
And Ben Johnſon and Fletcher who 
were his Contemporaries, tho' their 
Plots were generally more regular, 
yet the Age in which they lived ne- 
ver eſteemed them equal with him. 
As for Mr. Dryden, Dramatick Poe- 
try was not his Talent, tho' in one 


of his Pieces, biz. The World well 


Loft, he ſo well joins the Regularity 
of Ben Johnſon with the Wit of 
Shakeſpear, that I know not whether 
it be not the beſt of all his Writings 
of that kind. Nor muſt we forget 
the ingenious Mr. Aadiſon, whole Ca- 
to, if we conſider the Charms of its 
Phraſe, the Soundneſs of its moral 
Inſtructions, the Exactneſs of its Cha- 
racters, if it doth not exceed, yet 
certainly it is equal to any Thing 
that Antiquity can produce. Where 
we may obſerve by the Way, how 
good and neceſſary the Favour and 
Encouragement of Princes is for the 
Improvement and Perfection of Arts; 

n kg and 


. 
#4 "x & 
= 
X 


= — +4 * A — 1 


& 
. * 
„ 
2 
* 
3 
- 
fs * 
= 
x 
* 
4 
* 
_ g - 
= 
"20 
* . 
- 
O'S # 
* , 
. * 
Wl) 
- 
”Y 
* 
* 
4 
4 
= Pp 
. 
as ©. 
# * 
w wt # . 
9 . 
: 4 
, of 
2) 
* * 
. 
24 
. ”; 
8 
*. 
„ 
— 4 G 
g 4 
- oy 
* 
= 427 1 
"> » 4 ; 
+» 
* 7 
. 
* "FL 
4.7 
4 
x i 
wt, 
=, 
il 
„ 
* 
1 
1% 
* 
41 
ö 


| 


The PRETAc E. 

and how all Princes who ever encou- 
raged them, thought not this Art in 

icular unworthy of their diſtin- 
guiſhing Smiles. And if it is poſſi- 
ble for it to ariſe yet to a higher 
Perfection, nothing of that Nature is 
not to be hoped ſor under the auſpi- 
cious Smiles of ſo gracious a Prince as 
now ſways the Sceptre of theſe 
Realms ; who, among the many ex- 
cellent Virtues by which he has di- 
ftinguiſh'd himſelf from his Royal 
Anceſtors, this is none of the leaſt, 
namely, his generous Love of Learn- 
ing, diſcover'd by his bounteous En- 
couragement of the Learned, and the 
many Books which his Majeſty is 
pleaſed to patronize, whoſe Praiſe 
being unequal to ſo noble a Theme, 
T ſhall leave to more ſkilful Pens, 


Nec conemur, tenues, grandia. 


Having now given the Reader a 
ſhort Hiſtory of Tragedy from its 


firſt Infancy to our preſent Times ; I 
now 
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now return to the Tra gedy of the 
Ancients, where I ſhall — out the 
chief Excellencies for which they are 
all moſt eminent, and the Faults for 
which they are moſt defective, and 
upon the Compariſon ſhew, that of 
the three Greek Tragedians, the Pre- 
ference is due to Sophocles, 

I ſhall begin with the Defuaitices 
of perfect Tragedy, and then repeat 
ſome of the Laws of moſt Import of 
Tragick Poetry, according to which 
I hall examine them. 

Tragedy then is the eh of 
an Action that is grave, entire, and 
hath a juſt Length, of which the 
Style is agreeably reliſhing, but dif- 
ferently in all its Parts, and which 
without the Aſſiſtance of N arration, 
by means of Compaſſion and Terror, 
perfectly refines in us all Sorts of 
Paſſion, and whatever elſe is like 
them. 

The Imitation of an Action is the 


Fable, the Manners are what diſtin- 
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The P REFACE: 
guiſh the Quality of the Action, and 
the Sentiments are the Diſcourſes by 
which they make known every Acti- 
on, and diſcover their Thoughts. 
Tragedy therefore conſiſts of four eſ- 
fential Parts, z. Fable, Manners, 
Diction, and Sentiments. As for 


Decoration and Muſick they are only 


added to make the Tragedy more a- 
greeable and diverting, and are not 
at all eſſential to it. They are not 
properly the Buſineſs of the Poet, but 
belong to other Perſons employed in 
the Buſineſs of the Theatre, tho' A<- 
ſchylus placed much Streſs in Decora- 
tion, for he choſe every Thing that 
was frightful. 


Horror and Death were in his 
Paintings ſeen. 


Firſt as to the Fable, the Compo- 
ſition of Cauſes and Incidents which 


concur to the makmg up an Action is 


the Fable, in which is to be obſerv'd 


50 of theſe three Things, v2. 
Time, 
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Time, Place and Action: For as 
Tragedy is the Imitation of one Acti- 
on, ſo the Fable or Imitation ought 
not to exceed the Thing imitated. 

The ſame may be ſaid of the Unity of 
Time and Place. Theſe laſt Sophr- 
cles obſerves admirably well, the long- 
eſt of all the Actions he imitates takes 
not up above four Hours. That in 
the Trachinie ſeems to be the longeſt 
in any of his Pieces, for the Time 
which Hyllus is ſuppoſed to take in 
going from Trachinium to Mount Oe- 
ta which was near it, ſeems to be 
ſomething conſiderable, and a little 
more than could well be done in the 
Time of Repreſentation, yet this is 
what may very well be allow'd of, fo 
little Time may well be caſt into the 
Intervals of Action and not be diſ- 
cerned by Spectators, who will not 
pry ſo narrowly as to diſcern any Ab- 
ſurdity in it: This is far ſhort of that 
Liberty which ſome of the Moderns 
have taken in this kind, for they will 


repreſent 


' 
: 
- 
* ry 
2 
* ' 
2 
1 - 
Li 
” * 
7 
of 
* 
+ 
8 & i 
* 
12 
wig 
— 
1 
. , 
* 
7 
* 
9 1 * 
47 
17 
77 
1% 
0 
F$ -- 
5 ; 
— 
„ 'E 
2 4 
- 
— 
1 
8 
1 - 
- . 
4 
Le 
: $ 
1 
Ex 
* 
ww 


2 


* * * * * D. m— SI» . 
+: 4 


#9 
We * . 
wy 
* } 


* 
* 
1 4 
* 40 
— 


. 


The PA E FACE. 


repreſent you Actions which cannot 
poſſibly be done in leſs than three or 
four Days. How abſurd is it to ſup- 
poſe an Army to march during the 
Time of Action to a certain Place of 
forty or fifty Miles Diſtance, where 
they revolt from their Leaders, and 
the latter are brought in Priſoners to 
the Place of Action? And yet this is 
an Overſight which a great Poet of 
this Age been guilty of. Every 
Imitation is more pertect as it is more 
like the Thing imitated. Tragedy 
is the Imitation or Repreſentation of 
an Action, therefore it neceſſarily 
follows that the nearer the Time of 
Action comes to the Repreſentation 
of that Action, the more perfect the 
Tragedy will be. So far were the 
Ancients perſuaded of the Neceſſity 
of obſerving this Rule, that Ae 
in his Supphants, and Aſchylus in 
his Agamemnon, had rather incur 


ſome Abſurdity than tranſgreſs it. 


Onity 
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Unity of Place our Author iikewiſe 
obſerves every where, a Rule which 
Shakeſpear every where, and other 
| Moderns, often tranſgreſs. But as to 
that of Action, particularly in his 
Tragedy of Ajax, he is not ſo exact; 
great Part of which Play conſiſts of 
a Diſpute between Teucrus and the 
Grecian Chiefs whether the Body of 
Ajax ſhall be buried or not, which is 
2 Tranſgreſſion of this Rule. 
As to the Manners, a good Poet 
ought to take Care they be ſuch as 
render the Action credible and proba- 
ble, and ſuch as will let us ſee what 
they have actually determined to do 
in any important and difficult Caſe, 
before they do it. It is true, no 
Action can be without Manners, 
but they are not ſuch for the moſt 
Part, as neceſſarily or probably de- 
termine the Perſons to ſuch particu- 
lar Actions. For Inſtance, when A 
gamemnon ſent Ambaſſadors to A 
chilles in Homer, we can judge what 
will be the Conſequence of this Em- 
qd baſly, 
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baſſy, by what the Poet hath told us 
of that Heroe. It is the fame with 
Sophocles, all which the Poet ſays of 
the Character of Oedipus, prepares us 
for his extravagant Paſſions, and teach- 
es us to judge what Exceſs, his blind 
Obſtinacy will make him commit. 


On the other Hand, Ariſtotle hath 


ſhewn us where Euripides hath offen- 


ded in the Goodneſs and Equality of 
Manners: For Inſtance, the Man- 
ners of Menelans in his Oreſtes are 
bad; Menclaus arrived at Argos juſt 


as they were going to condemn Ore- 


les to Death, and 9reftes hopes that 


the Arrival of his Uncle would ſecure 
him from Danger. The Manners 
which Huripides then gives him, would 
makes us think that he would not for- 


ſake his Nephew; for he fays that his MW 
Calamity and Diſtreſs obliged him to 


take the more Care of him ; and when 
Tyndarns preſs'd to have the Prince 
executed, that he might revenge the 
Death of his Daughter CR 

003 : he 
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he tells him that his long Stay among 
| the Barbarians had made him one 
too. Menelaus anſwers, that he acted 
in that according to the Erecian Edu- 
cation, who always had great Conſi- 
| ER derations for their Relations, and 


| thought themſelves obliged to do them 


all poſſible Service: Nay, he was ſo 
- K& tranſported as to tell Tyndarus, that 
Anger and old Age had made him a 
Fool. Thus are the Manners of Me- 
e claus well denoted, all that he fays 
tis a moral Speech, and ſeems to inti- 
mate that he will take a Reſolution 
it If agreeable. to them: But this is con- 
re tradicted the next Moment, for Me- 
rs | clans being terrified at Tyndarus his 
d Threats, becomes at once very fear- 
r. ful, and, Coward-like, abandons his 


3 Nephew. The Manners of Iphigenia 
at Aulis, are likewiſe very bad; for 
en (faith Ariſtotle) the ſuppliant Iphigenta, 
ce hom we ſee at the Beginning, is not 
he 1 that couragious phigenia, whom we 
, ſee at the End. At firſt ſhe prays in 

1 d2 a moſt 


The PETA E. 
a moſt {laviſh Manner to her Father 
4 not to deliver her up to Death, and 
44 makes a Thouſand pitiful Complaints; 
Es. and preſently after, who is more cou- 
„ rageous? Who more in Love with 
Glory? Vea, ſhe begs of her Mother, 
that ſhe would let her dye for the 
Safety of the Greeks. 

How far are theſe from the Man- 
ners Jophocles gives Antigone ? For ſhe 
dies with the ſame Reſolution and 
Magnanimity with which ſhe at firſt | 
tranſgreſſed that impious Decree of 
Creon, and ſhe appears throughout 
the whole Piece the ſame Antigone. 
His Sentiments which denote thoſe F 
Manners, are here, and every where 
elſe in his Pieces, agreeable to Truth 
or Similitude. As to Diction, it is of 
ſo ſmall Importance, that a Tragedy |? 
is really perfect and entire without it; 
and however flat it be, yet it doth | 
not make the other leſs perfect. In | 
that our Author imitates Homer, from 
whom he borrows many Expreſſions | 
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as well as Sentiments; but this J ſhall 
have Occaſion to ſpeak of hereafter. 
His Fables are moſt of them of the 
Implex Kind, z. e. ſuch as are unra- 
velled, either by a Change of Fortune 


alone, as the Antigone, or Remem- 


brance alone, as the Electra; or laſtly, 
both by a Remembrance and Change 
of Fortune, as the Oedipus Tyraunus, 


1 and Trachinie; But the Ajax, Oedi- 
pus Coloneus, and Philoctetes, are of the 


Simple Kind, z. e. ſuch whoſe unra- 


| | velling is only a ſingle Paſſage of A- 


gitation and Trouble; and the moſt 
perfect Tragedy of either Kind, is that 
which hath only a ſingle Cataſtrophe, 
i. e. which expoſeth the Sufferings of 
one ſingle Perſon, who being neither 
good nor bad in the ſuperlative De- 
gree, doth not draw on him his Suf- 
ferings by his Crimes, as in the Oeaipus. 
Euripides in moſt of his Pieces has 
obſerved this Rule, for which Reaſon 
he was called the moſt tragical of = 
| N the 
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the Poets, tho' otherwiſe he was not 


ſo correct as Jophocles. 
His Manners (as has been ſhewn 
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4 before) are very unequal; the Songs 
or of his Chorus are ſometimes foreign to 
1 the Subject in Hand, an Error which 
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9 ohocles never ran into contrary to 
that Rule of Horace, 


66 = + * » 


1 
— . 


2% 


- = _ 4 — 3.4 Ca 
BER? GRH ——— TS 
es * 


Nec quid medlios intercinat aftus, 
Quod non propoſito conducat & he- 
rem apte. 
For nothing we between che Acts 
ſhould ſee, 


But with the Play exactly will agree. 


Now tho' the moſt perfect Sort of 
Tragedy be that whoſe Cataſtrophes 
are ſingle, as in Oedipus, which ex- 

poſes the bene of one Man, 
3 is leſs wicked than good; and 
not double as the Electra, he Ca- 
zaftrophe is fortunate for the Good, 
and unhappy for the Bad; yet there 
have been many Pieces which have 
ſucceeded tolerably well, as the Phi- 
locletes 
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I;Fetes of Suphocles, the Suppliants of 
Mſchylus, Herachdes, Helena, and 
lon of Eiripides: Yet were they far 
from that Perfection which Ar:/tozle 
requires, nor did the Succeſs of them 
laſt ſo long, as of thoſe which were 
compoſed according to the former 
Rule. Yet every one of the Greek 
Tragedians in their ditterent Ways, 
have diſcovered a ſingular Majeſty in 
their Art. | 
I his is what Cicero hath obſerved 
in his third Book de Oratore. Duam 
mter ſe Aſchylus, Sophocles, Eurip:;- 
des, diſſimiles ſint; Duanquam omnibus 
par pene laus in diſſimili ſcribendi gene- 
re triluatur. How different are A 
chylus, Sophocles and Huripides from 
one another; and yet they all de- 
ſerve almoſt equal Praiſe, in their 
different Ways of Writing. 
Aſchylus ſucceeded very well in 
his ſimple Tragedies, z. e. thoſe which 
expoſe to View the Unhappineſs of one 
d 4 parti- 
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particular Perſon, as his Prometheus, 


and his Seven Captains of Thebes : But 
was not ſo good at his Implex, as his 


Agamemnon and Chobphori. On the 
other Hand, Euripides, tho he ſuc- 


| ceeded very well in his Implex Pieces, 


yet his chief Excellence conſiſted in 
his Moral, z. e. thoſe which expoſe to 
View the Happineſs of ſome Perſon: 
Which, tho' they be oppoſite to the 
Rule above-mentioned, which Ariſto- 
zle hath laid down for the Compoſiti- 
on of perfect Tragedy, yet there he 
mixeth the Paſſions ſo admirably well, 
that they are preferable to thoſe whoſe 
Cataſtrophes are unfortunate, notwith- 


ſtanding theſe are more tragical than 


the other. 

But J9phocles in his Implex Pieces, 
1. e. his Oedipus, Electra, &c. excelled 
them all; for which, as well as as his 
other Excellencies, we may conclude 
he is the beſt of all the Greek Trage- 


dians. For his Excellency in general, 


he is commended both by Antients 


and 
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and Moderns. Virgil, comparing the 
Tragedies of Pollio to thoſe of Sopho- 
cles, has theſe Words: 


En erit ut liceat totum mihi ferre per 
Orbem, 

Sola $, ophocleo tua Carmina digna | 
Cothurno. 


Polemon calls him Homerus agi 
cus, the tragick Homer, as Diogenes, 
Laertius witneſſeth, Lib. IV. And if 
we may believe the ſame Author, he 
was ſurnamed Apis, i. e. a Bee, for the 
Sweetneſs of his Language. 

He was perfectly acquainted wich 
the Writings of Homer, to whom he 
is indebted for the unravelling of the 
Eledtra, which was borrowed from 
that of the Odyſſey, where Penelope la- 
ments for Uly//es who was preſent with 
her, whom ſhe ſuppoſed to be abſent, 
and who is ſoon diſcovered to her. 

His Deſcription of the Chariot- 
Courſe in the ſame Piece, is a perfect 
Imitation of that which Homer * 
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of the Chariot-Cou rſe, wherewith A 
chilles honoured the Funeral of Patro- 


clus in the 23d Iliad. The Character 
of Pyrrhas in the Philacletes, is drawn 
according to the Notion the Poet had 
of his Father Achilles, as his Chara- 
cter is repreſented in Homer; for he 
hath given him ſome of his Manners, 


dur. that he ſcorned to ſtoop to fo 
mean an Action as to deceive Philo- 
 Fetes with a Lye, tho' it were for his 
Advantage; and tho' at firſt he con- 
deſcended to it, his Mind could not be 


at Reſt, till he had made Reparation 
for it. And Homer repreſents Achil- 


lies ſaying, 


'Exbeog ag Aol xe Mis l uοναονν 
"Og X ETeg0v wev uevdy evi Qgeoiv, d 
20 02 Bate. lliad . 


His Character of Therſites is taken 
from the ſecond Iliad, where likewiſe 


_Ubyſes is introduced rebuking and 


beating him for his ſawcy Language to 
Agamemnon. And it were no difficnlt 
Matter 


The Pazracn. 

Matter to inſtance, where heuſeth Ho- 
ner's Thoughts and Expreſſions ; and 
is fo cxact Imitation of Homer, is 
the Reaſon why he is ſo inimitable 
himſelf. Mr. Boileau, in a particular 
Place, where he is about giving us 
the Hiſtory of Tragedy, hath theſe 


following Lines in his Commendation. 


Zhen Sophocles the Genius of his Age, 
Increas d the Pomp and Beauty of 

the Stage, :oM 
Engag d the Chorus Song in every 


Part, 
Aud poliſh'd rugged Verſe by Rules 
f of Art. 1810505 
? He in the Greek did thoſe Perſettt- 
ons gain, 
Which the weak Latins never could 
attain. 


Mr. Dryden, ſpeaking of the Tra- 

= gedy of Oedipus in particular ſays, Ho- 

* phocles indeed is admirable every 
where, and in his Prologue to his 
Oeapus. 
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When Athens go the Grecian State 
aid guide, 

Aud Sees ave Laws to all the 

TY W. orld beſs de; 

They Sophocles with Socrates did ſis 

Supreme, in Wiſdom one, andone in 
Vn. 

Theſe Teſtimonies are ſufficient to 
ſhew the Reputation Sophocles had be- 
fore our Times, and how he ought 
always to be eſteemed by Perſons of 
the moſt ſound Judgment, and refined 
Taſte for polite Learning: And Pi- 
ty it is that of the kd and 
twenty Tragedies that admirable Tra- 
gedian wrote, the Injury of Time has 
deprived us of all, except theſe Seven, 

This therefore may ſuffice to have 
been ſaid concerning ophocles's Tra- 

edies, both becau 5 I here only de- 
Fon to give the Reader a general Ac- 


count of what I thou ght proper to be 


known before the Reading of them, 


and not to lay down all = Rules of 


an Art, of which there are ſo many 


excel- 
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excellent Treatiſes extant: As Aristotle 
with Mr. Daciers Notes, Mr. Gildon, 
Gerard Voſſius, &c. And becauſe I 
have in my Notes pointed out in their 
proper Places, what I thought moſt 
worthy my Obſervation” © © 

In my Tranſlation I have endea- 
youred to avoid as much as poſſible 
theſe two Extreams; i. . neither by 
aiming at too florid a Style to deviate 
too far from the Original, nor yet by 
keeping too cloſe to the Original, 
(which Horace calls too faithfully 
tranſlating) render the Phraſe too low 
and bald; that by that Means it 
might be helpful to the Learners of the 
Greek Language, as well as others. 
And to that End Thad, thro the whole 
Courſe of this Work, thoſe Words of 
Horace in my Mind: 

Nec verbum verbo curabis reddere 

fidus. 4 


And a little after, 
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| The PrrFACE. 
men 


Migret in obſcuras humili ſermone 
Tabermnas ; 4 

Aut dum vitat humum, nubes & ina- 
ma captet. 


And thoſe of the learned and Re- 
verend Doctor Pearce, in the Preface 
to his excellent Edition of Longinus, 
only changing the Word Latina into 
Anglicana. 

2 Inter pretem fi dum eſſe, non 
ſui Oftemtatorem : git modo ditto eius 
Anglicana, ſint verba ſenſum G rack 


Authoris clare breviterque exprimentia, 


non quæro an veiſuu oraatum pre ſe 


ferat, i. e. T would have an Intepre- 


ter be faithful, not a Boaſter of his 
Art; let but his Diction be good En- 
ell 72 clearly and ſhortly expreſſing 
= Senſe of the Greek Author; I de- 
fire not that his Verſion be full of fine 

Language. 
In my Notes I have not ſcrupled to 
make _ with ſome of Mr. Dacter's 
Remarks 
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The PRETAC E. 
Remarks upon Ariſtotle, Doctor Por- 
ters Archeologia Eræca, and other 
Authors, when I found them condu- 
cive to my Purpoſe. Vet moſt of 
the Notes are my own, and if I have 


made upon any Paſſage ſome Remarks 


which have been made before, I ei- 
ther inform the Reader of it, if I 
know it; and if not, it is purely ac- 
cidental that I happen to have the 
ſame Thoughts with others concern- 
ing the ſame Thing. 8 
As to this Performance, if the 
Reader finds in it any Faults, 


Quas aut incuria fudu, 
Aut humana parum cavit Natura, 


I hope in his own Humanity, he 
will not aggravate or inſiſt upon 
them to my Condemnation. I have 
made it my Endeavour every where 
to give the true Senſe of my Au- 


thor, and if therein I have failed, it 
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is no more than what others have 
done before me in Works of this Na- 
ture, who are much my Superiors; 
and that too, without the Fault of 
them, but of the Editors, and falſe 


Gloſſes of Commentators. 
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Dramatis Perſonæ. 


Minerva. 
Ulyſjes. 
Ajax. 
Teucrus. 


Menelaus » | 
c The two Atride. 


Agamemnon 
Tecmeſſa, Ajax's Captive, whom he married, 
Euryſaces, Ajax's Son by Tecmeſſa, 

A Meſſenger from Teucrus. 

Two Semi- chorus's. | 


Chorus of Salaminian Sailors. 


SCENE, The Grecian Camp before Trey, 


near the Tent of Ajax, 
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The ARGUMENT. 


PT ER the Death of Achilles, A- 


# 
ung 


. 
+ 


jax and Ulyſſes contending for his 


. 


Armour, the Matter was refer'd to 


the other Grecian Chiefs, who ad- 


judged it to the latter, as the. worthier of the 
two, Whereupon Ajax fir'd with Rage at 
this Indignity, reſolv d to ſatisfy bis Revenge 
by killing thoſe, as be thought, corrupt Judges. 
But being by the Goddeſs Minerva /truck with 
Madneſs for his Contempt of her Aſſi/tence, be 
turns all his Rage againſt the Flocks and 
Herds which the Grecians had taken from the 
Trojans, and their Keepers, killing and woun- 
ding them in a 7 ridiculouſiy barbarous 
Manner; thinking all the Time that he uſed the 

B 2 Atridæ 
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own and Father's Name, the Grief and Shame 


Jeet. 


5 A IA x. +: 
Atridæ /o. But when he came to himſelf, and 


conſider d the Action as it really was, ridicu- 
lous and mean, and unworthy the Glory of his 


thereof drove him to Deſpair, and that to 
murther himſelf. | 

This Subjett hath employ'd the Pens of ſeve- 
ral Tragedians before Sophocles ; as Michy- 
lus, who wrote a Tragedy upon it, whoſe Title 
was the Judgment of Arms; and among the 
Romans, Pacuvius and Accius, and _ 
Sophocles is only a Sequel of the ſame Sub. 


For the Nature of this Tragedy it is Sin- 
ple, in oppoſition to Implexa, that is, it conti- 
nues from the Beginning to the End without 
any Change of Fortune; for as Max at the be. 
ginning of it is in Grief for what he had 
done, jo it ends with his Death and Burial. 


5 
> 
, k 
* 

kd 

* 

vl 

7 | 
4 

2 

- 

*. 


Acr I. SCENEs I. 


The Grecian Camp near the Tent of Ajax, 
where Ulyſſes ſtands prying about it, and 
the Voice of Minerva is heard in the Air. 


Min. Son of b Laertes, I have al- 

Hoh ways found thee with < watch- 
ful Eyes, prevent thoſe Plots 
thy Enemies have formed, and 


7 


-4 


0 Son, &c.] The Occaſion of Minerva's Appear- 
ance here is very important, and worthy che Preſence 
of a Deity, namely to inform Uſy//es of what had been 
done by Ajax the Night before in his Madneſs; which 
it was impoſſible ſhould be known without divine Aſ- 
fiſtance : For which Reaſon it is every way agreeable 
to Horace's Rule. 


Nec Deus interſit, niſi dignus Vindice Nodus 
Inciderit. | 


Yet if the Goddeſs could have contriv'd ſome other 
Way to diſcover this Action to Ulyſſes, which ſhe might 
certainly have done, I am afraid Ari/fotle's Rule will 
be againſt him, Art. Poet. cap. 16. The unravel- 
ling of the Subject (faith he) ought to be taken 
from the Subject itſelf, without making Uſe of any 
Machine; or if it be made uſe of, it ought to be 
** out of the Action of the Tragedy; either to ex- 
plain ſome Things which happened before, and 
* which it is impoſſible for Man to know, or, to in- 
form of ſomething which will happen, concerning 
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turn them on their impious Authors Hcads: 
And now I fee thee among the naval Tents 


& which it is neceſſary to be inſtructed, ” For it was 
poſſible that Mes by the Terror of ſome frightful 
Dream ſent by the Goddeſs might riſe up and ſurprize 
Ajax in the very Fact; as Queen Atofſe by ſuch a Ter- 
ror met the Lords of Su/a after Xerxes's Defcat, or 
Uly/Jes according to his uſual Manners being watchful 
againſt Dangers might have ſeen him by Accident, yet 
ſuch as the Goddeſs might be ſuppos'd to have con- 
triv'd; if either of theſe, or any other Way might 
have been contriv'd, without her perſonal Appearance, 


then Saphocles, according to Ariftetle, hath fail'd. Vet 


(as Mr. Dacier obſerves) Ariſtotle was too ſevere; for, 
ſays he, if the Preſence of a Deity be abſolutely ne- 
cefiary for the unravelling a Plot, I ſee no Reaſon why 
it ſhould not be uſed although it be in the Action: 
And we ſhall find but very few Pieces among the An- 
cients managed according to this Rule, not even the 
Iphigenia Taurica, Helena, Jon, and Electra of Euri- 


pides. For which Reaſon Herace moderated this Rule, 


and was content to ſay, Nec Deus interſit, &c. 

b O Son YE, Laertes.] Ulyſſes was the ſuppos'd Son 
of Laertes King of Ithaca, a Countrey in Greece, and 
very much fam'd for his Wiſdom and other Virtues, 
according to Herace, Ep. 2. Lib. 1. 

Rurſus, quid Virtus & quid Sapientia poſſit, 

. Utile propoſitit nobis exemplar Ulyſſam. 

He was the beſt of all the Grecian Commanders except 
Achilles, but according to Ulyſſes himſelf, Ajax was 
likewiſe his Superior, tho' that might be ſaid by him 
out of Modeſty, for it is plain the other Grecian Chieſs 
thought not ſo, 

e With watchful Eyes.) Gr. 9rgs po, as hunting, a 
Metaphor taken from the Practice of Sportſmen, to 
find out their Game by Tract and Scent of Dogs; This 


figurative Expreſſion denotes the Diligence of Ulyſſes 


in finding out the Authors of the Slaughter, 
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AJAN 2 
of Ajax, where he keeps the outmoſt Guards, 
ſearching and tracing his newly impreſſed 
Steps, to ſee whether he be within or not; 
thy Search of him is certain as a Spartan 
Hound's Scent of the Game. The Man is 
now within, the Sweat drops from his Head, 
and murthering Hands. Thou haſt no Bu- 
ſineſs to look in at the Gate, but to tell on 
what Account thou ſearcheſt thus diligently, 
that thou mayeſt hear of me who know all 
the Truth. | 
Uly/. O Voice of Minerva, well known to 


me tho thou art not ſeen, moſt kind to 
me of all the Goddeſſes, I both hear thy 


Voice, and well diſcern it; for as the found 


of a brazen mouthed 4 Tyrrhene Trum 
ſurpaſſeth all others, ſo doth thy Voice moſt 
delightful ſalute my Ears. And now you 
know I walk here on Account of © valiant 
Ajax, for him and none elſe I ſought out 


long: And this Night he hath done a ſecret 


Act, but how it was done we are not certain, 


4 Tyrrhene 7. NN It was ſo call'd becauſe it 
was invented by the Tyrrbenians, from whom it was 
communicated to the Grecians by one Arichondas, who 
came to aſſiſt the Poſterity of Hercules Others attri- 
bute the Invention of it to Tyrrhenus, Son of Hercules. 
Its Orifice was cleft, and it ſent out an exceeding loud 
and ſhrill Sound, Therefore Hes here compares it 
to the Goddeſs Minerva's Voice. | 
© Valiant Ajax.) The Greek is Alas ol Cat. 
this Epithet was peculiar to Ajax according to Homer, 
Who hath "Az; pig e-, Ajax who beareth a Shield. 
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8 AJAX. 
but ſtill wander in doubtfulneſs; and wil- 
lingly I undertook this Work, for we now 
find all our Prey deſtroyed and killed by 
Hands with the Keepers of the Flock: f Eve- 
one lays the Fault on him, and a certain 
Spy hath declar'd that he ſaw him ſkipping 
over the Fields, with his Sword dropping 
with Blood which he had newly ſhed. Im- 
mediately I follow'd thoſe Steps, and ſome + 
Reaſons induce me to charge the Fault on 
him, but others make me doubt, ſo that I 
cannot certainly underſtand whoſe Deeds 
theſe were, but thou art come in Seaſon to 
my Aid; for in every Enterprize I take in 
Hand, I am directed by thy Governance. 
Min. I know it, Ulyſſes; and therefore 
went out in thy Way, to be aſſiſting to thee 
in thy Search. 1 
Uly/. And, dear Goddeſs, do I undertake 
this Labour to good Purpoſe ? 
Min, Yes, ſince the Actions of this Man 
concern thee. 
N. And why hath he put his Hand to 


ſo unaccountable an Action? 


f Every one lays the Fault,] Here is an Inſtance of 


the extraordinary Juſtice of Ulyſſes, that he was un- 


willing to believe what was charged againſt Ajax, with- 
out the cleareſt Evidence: For he was fo amaz'd at fo 


unexpected a Report, that he could not believe it 
vithout the poſitive Information of the Goddeſs. 


Min 


A ] AX. 9 

Min. Being incenſed with Anger for the 
Arms of Achilles. 

Uly/. But why doth he offer Violence to 
Flocks ? 

Min. Thinking that in your Blood he im- 
brues his murthering Hand, 

Uly/. And is that his Deſign, doth he think 
he commits this Slaughter on the Greczans ? 

Min. And he had perfected it, but for my 
Care. | | 
Ly. But with what Impudence fraught, 
and Boldneſs of Mind dare he commit that 
Action ? | | 

Min. A treacherous Night-Wanderer, a- 
lone he ruſhed upon you. 

Uly/. Was he near us? 

Min. At the Door of the General's Tent. 

Uly/. How did he reſtrain his raging Hand 
from Murther ? 

Min. It was I who quelled his Tranſports 
of Joy, and caſt before his Eyes a Miſt thar 
he could not diſcern right from wrong, and 
ſo I turned all his Rage againſt the Flocks, 
and Cattle, a promiſcuous Prey, which the 
Herdſmen kept together, where falling on, 
he made a Slaughter among the horned Cat- 
tle, killing all round, and thought that with 
his own Hand he killed the two Atridæ; 
and that he ruſhed now upon one of the 
Commanders, now upon another : Bur I 
coming, - puſh'd on the furious Man with a 
mad Diſeaſe, into inextricable Ills; and after 
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when he ccaſed from Slaughter, binding again 
ſome living Oxen with Chains, he brings 
them into his Tent, as if they were ſo many 
Men, and not a Prey of horned Cattle, and 
now within the Tent he ſcourgeth them. 
But I will ſhew thee evident Signs of his 
Diſeaſe, that when you ſee it you may carry 
the News to all the Grecians. Now be of 
Courage, nor receive him as a dangerous 
Man, or think his Sight unfortunate; for I 
will turn away his Eyes from the Sight of 
thee. You: I call you to come out, who 
bind Captive-hands in Chains; I call Ajax, 
come hither from thy Tent. 

Uly/. What doſt thou do, Minerva? By no 


means call him our. 


Min. Wilt thou not be filent ? Wilt thou 
not baniſh Fear ? 

Ulv/. By the Gods, let it ſuffice he ſtay 
within, 

Min. Why muſt not he come? Was he 
not a Man before, when he deſigned your 
Death! 

Uly/. Still now he is an Enemy to me. 

Min. Is it not moſt delightful oper to 


laugh at ones Enemies? 


8 Is it not a moſt delightful Sport.] Minerva herg as 
a Goddeſs takes that Liberty of talking, which would 
have been unbecoming another, to ſhew the placa- 
ble Temper of Les, which was not to delight in the 
Misfortunes of his Enemies. 


2 


AJAX. II 
U Tt will ſatisfy me that he ſhould ſtay 


within his Tent. J 
Min. It is plain thou feareſths ſee a Mad- 
man. 
Ulyſj. 1 would not refuſe to fee him in his 
Senſes. 
Min. But he ſhall not fee thee when he is 
preſent. | | 
Uly/. How? If he ſees with the ſame Eyes. 
Min. 1 will caſt a Miſt before his Eyes. 
Let all be done by the Contrivance of 
the Goddeſs. 
Min. Stand filently as thou arr. 
U Tho' I ſtay, yet had I rather be 
_ abſent, | 
Min. Ho! you, I call thee, 4jax; why fo 
little doſt thou revere thy Helper ? 


AcT I. Scent II. 


Minerva, Ajax, Ulyſſes. 


Aj. Hail, Minerva, hail, Daughter of Fove! 
well art thou preſent, and I will crown thee . 
with golden Spoils for thy Aſſiſtance in this 
Hunting. 

Min. Thou haſt well ſaid, but tell me this; 
haſt thou well ſtained thy Sword in Grecian 
Blopd? 

Aj. There is Reaſon for boaſting, I do not 
deny it. 

Min. Haſt thou uſed thy Power againſt the 

Atridæ? 
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Aj. Ay, fo that they ſhall never diſhonour 


Ajax more. 

Min. They are dead, as I underſtand thy 
Words. 

Aj. Now dead, let them take away my 
Armour. 

Min. Be it ſo. What of the Son of Laertes, 
in what State is he? Hath he eſcaped ? 

Uly/. That crafty Fox, doſt thou aſk me 


where he is? 


Min. I mean Ulyſſes, thy Adverſary. 

Aj. Adored Goddeſs, he is bound within, 
I will not have him die yet. 

Min. What more wouldeſt thou do? Or 
what more gain ? 

Aj. Firſt bound to the Pillar of the Tent. 

Min. What Harm wouldeſt thou do the 
miſerable Man ? 

/ After I have made his Back bleed 
with a Scourge, then he ſhall die. 

Min. Do not ſo afflict the Wretch. 

Aj. In other Things, Mznerva, I ſuffer 
thee to triumph; but he ſhall ſuffer this, and 
no other Puniſhment. 

Min. Thou therefore, ſince it is thy Plea- 
ſure to do this, ule thy Power, ſpare to do 
nothing of what thou conceiveſt. 

Aj. I go to the Work, in this I obey thee. 
And mayeſt chou be ever ſuch an Aſſiſter 
to me. 


„Acer 
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Acr I. ScENE III. 


Minerva, Ulyſſes. 


Min. h Thou ſeeſt, Ulyſſes, the Power of 
the Gods, how great it is: Who was more 
prudent than this Man? Who more equal 
formed to do the nobleſt Exploits? 

Uly/. Iknow none; but I lament him much, 
being quite wretched, tho' an Enemy, for he 
is intangled in an inextricable Misfortune. I 
look on nought that is befallen him, more 


„ Thou ſeeft, Ulyſſes.] She inſtructs him by the Ex- 
ample of Ajax never to oppoſe the Gods, which he 
had done in three Inſtances. 1, In throwing Miner- 
va from her Chariot. 2, In eraſing out of his Ar- 
mor the Owl which was engraven on it. 3, In 
not obeying his Father, who adviſed him not to diſ- 
obey the Gods, for none Fe told him) that ever do, 
thrive, as appears by the Examples of Thamyris and 
Niobe. 

Nyſſes in his Anſwer to the Goddeſs, acknowledges 
the Soundneſs of her Doctrine, and how little Reaſon 
Mortals have to lift up themſelves againſt the Gods, 
ſince the greateſt upon Earth derive their Pedigree 
from no better Principle than the vileſt Earth-Worms. 
%s 70 F134 Gowna * * i Euripides hath a Sen- 
tence like it. "ArBewri; isi , Nen wor, Hor, 
Pulvis & umbra ſumus. Anac. 'oa'yy «wg. And even 
the Apoſtle St. James Chap. iv. V 14. *Aluis regs in- 
70 Pare n, Les re &@ avice pn. A Vapour that ap- 
peareth for a little Time, and then vanitheth away. By 
this we ſee, that the firſt Deſign of the Theatre was 
not merely to amuſe Men unprofitably, but likewiſe to 
inſtruct them by rational and wholeſome Precepts. 
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14 AJAX. 
than what may befall my ſelf: For ] ſee that 


all Mortals are nought elſe but Images, or a 


vain Shadow, 

Min. Therefore ſeeing this, ſpeak no proud 
Word againſt the Gods, nor ſhew thy Haughti- 
neſs in — Ne Speeches, if you exceed 


others in bodily Strength, or abound more 
with Wealth, ſince one Day is enough to ru- 
ine, and raiſe up all human Things; but the 
Gods love the Prudent, and hate the Wicked. 


Acr I. Scrxt IV. 


Chorus. 
Cho. i O Son of Telamom, who ruleſt the 


maritim Iſland of Salamis, I rejoice at thy 


N but when a Blow from Jove, or 
any hoſtile Speech of the Grecians ſpitefully 


i O San f Telamon.] Horace, in his Art of Poe ty, re- 
cites the ſeveral Offices of the Chorus in theſe Words. 


Ille bonis faveatg; & concilietur amicis, 

Et regat iratos, & amet peccare timentes : 
Ille dapes laudet menſæ brevis; ile ſalubrem 
Tuſtitiam, &c. 


And Saphocles in every one of his Tragedies, ſtrictly 
obſerves theſe Rules in the Songs, and other Parts of 
the Chorus, of which this is one Proof; for the Cho- 
rus here, which conſiſted of Salaminian Countrymen, 
and Subjects of Ajax, are unwilling to believe the foul 
Report, but rather impute it to the Envy of the Gre- 
cians; and, through the whole Piece, conceive Joy or 
Grief from the good or ill Fortune of their King, 


uttered 


Aja 15 


uttered ſullys thy Honour, Lam ſeized with as 
great Concern and Fear, k as the timorous 
Dove at the Approach of Danger. So the laſt 
Night great Terror ſeized me, cauſed by an 
l Report that thou, ! raging with Madneſs, 
entring the Paſture, didſt deſtroy the Cat- 
tle of the Grecians, the Spoils taken in 
War, and flew them with Sword in Hand. 
Ulyſſes framing theſe backbiting Tales, con- 
veys them to the Ears of all, and well fuc- 
ceeds, and ſpeaks Things that appear credi- 
ble of thee; and every one who hears him 
rejoyces much, inſulting your Griefs. The 
m Darts of Envy ſooneſt hit great Souls: If a- 


* As the timorous Dove.) The Scholiaſt notes here, 
that Doves are a very timorous Animal, and that 
when any Noiſe affrights them they ſhut their Eyes. 

Rag ing with Madneſs.) Gr. i, mad as a Horſe. 
The Scholiaſt notes here, that the Madneſs of Horſes, 
is the moſt fierce of any kind of Creature. 

m Darts of Envy ſeoneſt hit great Souls.) As Archers 
with moſt Eaſe hit the greateſt Mark, ſo the Tongue 
of Calumny ſooneſt wounds the Greateſt. This kind 
of Compariſon of Fame to a Cannon, is made by our 
own Shakeſpear in Hamlet. Act IV. Scene I. 


Come, Gertrude, well call up our wiſeſt Friends, 
And let them know both what we mean to do, 

And what's untimely done: Perhaps * Fame, 
Whoſe Whiſper oer the World's Diameter, 

As level as the Cannon to his Blank, 
Tranſports his poiſan' d Shot, may miſs our Name, 
And hit the woundleſs Air. 


*. Which, Mr. Theobald ſays, hath been ettoneouſiy leit 
printing. 
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ny ſaid ſuch Things againſt me, lie would 
not gain J3elief; but Riches always expoſe 
Men to Envy. The Small, witliout the Aſ- 
fiſtance of the Great, are a weak Defence to 


themſelves: For if the Great are ſupported by 


thoſe of low Degree, much more are the 


Poor ſupported by the Great. Bur it is not 


poſſible that even the moit inconſiderate Men 

rt, for the 
babling of ſuch Men: We can be of no Aſ- 
ſiſtance to thee in this Matter, but when they 
ſee thy Countenanc:ce, they tremble as the 
Flocks of Birds, no fly for Fear of the great 


Vulture, 
ST'ROPHE I. 


n Surely Diano, Daughter of Jove, who is 


worſhipped in S::ythia, (O great Fame, thou 


Mother of our Diſgrace) thruſt thee on upon 
the publick He:rds of Cattle, probably for 
having not received the Tribute due to her of 
Thanks and Praiſe for the Victory in which 
ſhe aſſiſted thee; or defrauded of her Part of 


n Surely Diana, Daughter of Jove, who 1s worſhipped 
in Scythia.] This may be underſtood of Diana the 
Goddeſs and Patroneſs of Hunters, who is worſhipped 
in Taurus, a Place in Scythia, or the Moon, which 
turns People to Madneſs ; ſhe being, as is well known, 
the ſame with Diana and Proſerpine, only differently 
called in Reſpect of her different Functions. This the 
Chorus ſpeaks out of Benevolence to Fax, that if he 
did this Fact, it could not be out of a well-weighed 
Judgment and ſound Mind, but Moon-ſtruck Phren- 


* 
* 


2, or ſome extraordinary Cauſe. 
+ AN noble 
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noble Spoils taken in Hunting; or Mars, 


whoſe Breaſt is always armed with Braſs, and 


his attending God Enyalius, by nightly Con- 
trivances revenged the Affront. 


ANTISTROPHE I. 
For never in thy right Senſes, O Son of Te- 


lamon, thou wouldſt have done ſuch imprudent 
Actions, ſo fallen upon Flocks. Some Di- 
ſtemper which the Gods inflict might cauſe 
it; but may Jobe and Apollo avert the fad Re- 
port; or if the great Commanders of the Ar- 
my deceived believe theſe Reports, or come 
they from the vile Son of Sz/yphus, no long- 
er, O King! hiding thy Head in the na- 
val Tents, endure it. 


EPODE. 


But riſe from that Place where you are lon 
fixed in Eaſe, apt to breed more Strife, while 
you provoke divine Vengeance; but the Inju- 


o Son of Siſyphus.] The Chorus means Ulyſſes , 
who was Son of Anticlea, and Siſyphus King of Co- 
rinth, Siſyphus was the moſt ſubtil of Men, he en- 
graved his Name on the Hoofs of his Cattel, fo that 
none could diſcern it but himſelf: Autolycus, who lived 
by Theft, changed the Shape of every Thing he had 
ſtole, and ſtealing Si/phus his Cattle, he changed 
them likewiſe : but notwithſtanding this, Si/phus know- 
ing his Inſcription, challenged his Cattel ; whereupon 
Autolycus kindly received him, and proſtituted to him 
his Daughter Anticlea, of whom he begat Ulyſſes, but 
— being brought up with Laertes, was called his 
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ries of thy Enemies ſucceed againſt thee ? with- 
out Oppoſition, while with their Tonguesthey 
utter heavy Reproaches; but Grief opprei- 


ſeth me. 


Acr II. Sczxz I. 


Tecmeſſa, Chorus. 


# Ship-Companions of Ajax, 
r Athenians by Deſcent, we 
F, mourn, being careful for the 


*. 4 - 
AT Y WY 
A . 


=? Welfare of Telamon's Son, far 


py Without Oppoſition.] Gr. c tua Bdores, In 
2 expoſed to the Wind; i. e. it runs like Wild- 
re. 
4 O Ship-Companions.] Here the Poet introduces 
Tecmeſſa, giving an Account of what Ajax had done; and 
likewiſe the Chorus in forms her, that the Cattle which 
he had ſlain, belonged to the Grecians: So by inform- 
ing each other of what they were ignorant of before, 
are confirmed in the Belief of the Report which CU 
ſes ſpread, which he received from Minerva. Tecmeſſo 
was the Captive Bride of. Ajax, and therefore may 
well be ſuppoſed to ſhew the ſame Concern for him, 

as Briſeis did for Achilles. \ ba 
r Athenians by Deſcent, we mourn, being] This the 
Poet ſays, only to attract the Benevolence of the Au- 
dience, who conſiſted of Athenians when this Piece 
was firſt ated. For tho' Salamis was near Athens, yet 
they were different Countries; nor can I ſee why 
they have a Title to be called Athenians, becauſe 
Telamon was of gina, near that Country, : the 
'Y from 


- 
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which was divided from Attica by the 
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from his Country; for now the terrible, the 
great, and brave Ajax, lies overwhelmed in a 
Storm of Woe. | | 

Cho. What Grief hath the Night produced 
to damp his former Joy? Thou Daughter of 
Phrygian Teleutas, ſince valiant Ajax preſer- 
ving thee, keeps thee as his captive Bride, fo 


that from thy Knowledge thou mayeſt ſpeak. 


Tec. How ſhould I ſpeak what is not to be 
uttered? For you would hear of Sorrow equal 
to Death; for the noble Ajax, ſeized with 
Madneſs, in the Night hath offended : This 
you may know; behind the Tent Cattle ſlain 
with Hands, all ſtained with Blood, the Ru- 
ins wrought by this Man, witneſs his Crime. 


STROPHE, 
Cho. What Report doſt thou bring of this 


furious Man, intolerable and yet undeniable, 
before ſpread by the great Army of the Gre- 
cians, which much Diſcourſe ſpreads farther? 
Wo is me! I fear the approaching III; for this 
illuſtrious Man will die with his ſelſ- ſmittin 
Hand, after he hath flain the Cattle with his 
bloody Sword ; and the Keepers of the Flocks. 
Tec. Wo is me! He is come hither bringing 


captive Beaſts, whereof he hath ſlain one 


within upon the Ground; others ſtriking, he 


Scholiaſt would fain perſuade us. If by the Words 5 3 

aimna. + ar, he means Ægina, Telamon's Grandmo- 

ther, ſhe was Daughter of A#/opus, Kipg of Bwotia, 
Hl Cytheron. 
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hath divided in two, taking two white Rams, 
of one he hath, as a Mower, cut off the 


Head and Tongue, and hath flung it away; 
tying another to a Pillar, and taking a great 


Horſewhip, he whips him diſmally with a 


double Cord, reproaching with vile Words, 
which ſome evil Dzmon, and no Man, hath 


taught him. 


ANTISTROPHE, 


Clo. Now is it Time that every one of us 
ſhould veil his Head, and privately take 
Flight, or elſe ſpeedily embark, and launch- 
ing out our Ships, fail with a full Career. 


The two Atridæ thunder ſuch Threats againſt 


us, * I fear being ſtoned to Death, leſt we 
ſhould ſuffer Puniſhment with him whom in- 
evitable Madneſs hath ſeized. 
Tec. He rageth no more, but ceaſeth as the 
fierce South Wind, if the Lightnings ceaſe to 
flaſh: And now grown wiſe, new Grief poſ- 
ſefleth him. For the Confideration of Evils, 
cauſed by our ſelves when we have none elſe 
on whom we can charge them, is moſt af- 


flicting. 


Cho. But if he hath ceaſed from his Mad- 
neſs, then I think we are happy. For ſince 


I fear being ſtoned to Death.] Gr. wipPrum nds 
Avro dg, I fear Mars the Stoner. The Word 4526. 
both here and in many other Places in Sophacles, ſigni- 


nes Death. 
| the 
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che Evil is vaniſned, we have the leſs Reaſan 
to be concerned. 

Tec. Whether if any ſhould grant the 
Choice, wouldeſt thou chuſe to aftlict thy 
Friends, while thou thy ſelf art in Pleaſure, 
or to be in the ſame common Calamity with 
them ? 

Cho. The two-fold Evil is the greateſt. 

Tec. Therefore Ajax, tho in his Senſes, is 
miſerable. _ 

Cho. What is that thou haſt ſaid? I know 
not what thou ſayeſt. 

Tec. When this Man was afflicted with this 
Diſeaſe, he was pleaſed with thoſe Evils in 
which he was plunged; but afflicted us who 
were ſenſible, with Sorrow: But now that he 
| hathceaſed, and breathed from his Diſeaſe, he is 
quite changed with ſudden Grief, hut we are 
no otherwiſe than before: Theſe are thereford 
two Evils inſtead of one. 

Cho. 1 agree with thee, and fear, leaſt a 
Blow / ſhould come from ſome God, and ſtrike 
us. But how, if heis free from hisDiſcaſe, is he 
no more ſatisfied than when he was diſeaſed? 

Tec. Vou muſt be informed how the Caſe 
Was. 

Cho, How did the Miſchief begin; declare 
it to us, ſince we are Partakers in the Grief. 

Tec. You ſhall know the whole Matter, 
as being Partaker in the Sorrow. T owards 
the End of the Night, when the Evening 


t Lamps no longer ſbined.] i. e. when the Evening 
ſhone no longer , or rather, when the Lamps 


C3 Lamps 


* 


«by 


* 
* * 
. "+ 


an = * 
7 
= - — — —— 
rr 
© : 


- = a 9 . * 8 2 * > 
en 4 po * > IC *%. Ban %. Y <> 
* * = a 


* 
nds 


2 


- * 
* N «+» * * 
FRI 
2 323 b 
_ — 2 


TY 
err 


— 22 
18 3 


-2 
ne 


e 
N * = 


+ d/o» 
* 
EI" * — 
= ne De I 
r 


22 AIAxX. 


Lamps no longer ſhined, taking his two 
edged Sword, he ſought vain Pretences to go 
out, I blame him, and ſay, what doſt thou, 
Ajax? Why unbidden, nor called by any of 
the Meſſengers, doſt thou attempt thus to go 
out, nor alarmed by the Trumpet's Voice, 
but now when the whole Army fleeps. He 
ſpoke to me what was ſhort, but uſually ſaid, 
Silence 1s an Ornament to Women. Then 

hearing this I ceaſed, but he ruſhed out a- 
lone, nor can I fay what he did there; but he 
came in leading Bulls tied together, Dogs 
which guarded the Flocks, and a Prey of 
horned Cattle: Some he decollated, turning 
others upſide down, he flew and diſſected, o- 
thers he beat as Captives, thus raging againſt 
the Herd; then ruſhing forth to the Door, he 
held Diſcourſe © with ſome Shadow; now a- 
gainſt the Atride, now ſpeaking of Ulyſſes, 
uttering many ridiculous Speeches, mention- 
ing how great an Injury he repaid them: 
Then ruſhing in again to the Tent, in a while 
he returned to himſelf, and when he ſaw the 
Tent full of Ruines he had made, ſtriking 
is Breaſt, heroared out, and ſate down among 


that were ſet up in the Evening to give Light in tte 


Camp, went out, 


u With ſome Shadow.) Here Tecmeſſa not know- 
ing, that the Goddeſs Minerva talked with Ajax, 
imputes his haſtening out of his Tent when he was 
called by her, and his diſcourfing with her, to his 
Madneſs: For mad Folks uſually either talk co them- 
ſelves, or with their own Shadow, 9 0 che 
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che ſlaughtered Sheep, and holding his Hair faſt 
in his Finger Nails, he ſate a great while 
ſpeechleſs; at laſt he uttered diſmal Threats 
againſt me, unleſs I ſhewed how every Mis- 
fortune happened, and enquired in what he 
had been employed; and I, Friends, out of 
Fear, gave him a perfect Relation of all that 

had paſſed, as far as I knew. He preſently 
made the whole Tent reſound with diſmal 
Cries, ſuch as I never heard before from him, 
for he always reckoned ſuch Lamentations 
proper only to weak and faint Spirits: Diſ- 
daining therefore ſuch ſhrill Cries, he uſed to 
roar out like a bellowing Bull. But now aftli- 
(ted with ſuch a ſad Misfortune, without eat- 
ing or drinking, among the Cattle flain with 
the Sword he fits down, and he is certainly 
prepared to do ſome deſperate Deed, he ſpeaks 
lach Things, and utters ſuch Complaints. 
But, O Friends, I beſeech you, (for, for this 
Cauſe I came out) go in and help him, if you 
can in ought, for ſuch Men are prevailed up- 
on by their Friends. 


Cho. O Tecmeſſa', Daughter of Teleutas, 


* But, O Friends, I _ you go in and help him.] 
The Contrivance of the Poet is admirable here, who, 
in order to bring Ajax to ſhew his Grief upon the Stage, 
introduceth 3 begging the Aſſiſtance of the 
Chorus to comfort Ajax, as being abler to do it than 
ſhe, who was but a weak Woman, and a Captive ; 
then, left the Chorus ſhould go out for that Purpoſe, 
ſuppoſeth Ajax to bawl out from within, 
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24 AIAX. 
thou telleſt us terrible News, that Ajax is 
mad in his Misfortunes. 

Aj. Wo is me! 

Te ec. Preſently he will cry louder, have you 

not heard? 

Aj. Wo is me! 

Cho. The Man ſeems to be ſtill afflicted 
with his Diſeaſe, or grieved with the Remem- 
brance of his former Madneſs. 

O Son, Son! 

pf Wo is me a Wretch! Euryſaces, he 

bawls out for thee. What doth he defire with 


all this Earneſtneſs? 


A. I call Teucrus, where is Teucrus? Will 

he ever be chafing his Prey, w while I periſh? 
Cho. The Man ſeems to be ſenfible, o 

the Door, perhaps he will have ſome Dilcreah 


on, when he ſees me. 
Tec. * Behold, I open, you may ſee his A- 
ctions, and in what Caſe he 1s. | 


y « call Teucrus.] Ajax having determined with him- 
ſelf not to ſurvive the Diſgrace of killing the Cattle, 
calls for Teucrus to commit to him the Care of his 
Child after his Deceaſe. This ſuppoling the Abſence 
of Teucrus was very ſuitable to the Purpole of the Poet; 
for had he been at home, he would have been a Curb 
to Ajax his Rage of Grief. There is much the ſame 
Conduct obſerved in the Electra, where Ægiſibus is ſup- 
poſed to be in the Fields, which gives a better Oppor- 


tunity to Electra to utter her Complaints before the 


Spectators, and ſo to move their Compaſſion, which is 
one great End of Tragedy. a 
a Behold, I open, you may ſec.] Here is repreſented 
to the View of the Spectators, Ajax all bloody, lying 
with his bloody Sword among the ſlaughtered Cattle; 
2 Circumſtance very moving. 

ACT 


A AX. 25 


Acr l.. Scixs Il. 


Ajax, Tecmeſſa, Chorus. 


Ajax. Wo is. me, Friends and Ship-Com- 
panions, and only of all my Friends who per- 
ſevere in the ſtrict Law of Friendſhip. © * You 
ſee how Waves, as a Ship beaten by a terrible 
Storm, exerciſe all their Fury againſt me. 

Cho. Wo is me! How true what thou haſt 
atteſted now appears, the Thing is plain, 
that he is beſide himſelf, 

Aj. Wo is me. Ye Race of Men, Aſ- 
ſiſtants in the naval Art, who fail d hither 
rowling the Oars in the Sea, you alone I have 
found of all the Chiefs, regarding me; now 
= of you together rid me of my wretched 
Lite. | 

Cho. Speak good Words I pray, b leſt ap- 

plying a bad Remedy to a bad Diſeaſe, you 
bring upon your ſelf a worſe Evil than the 
former. | 


A.. Thou ſeeſt me a brave ſtout hearted 


* You ſee how Waves.) Ajax here, in order to ſhew 
the Greatneſs of his Calamity, makes uſe of a figura- 
tive Repreſentation of it, drawn from Things moſt fa- 
miliar to Sailors, viz. the violent Agitation of the 
Waves after a Storm. 

b Left applying.) i. e. Strive not to haſten on your 
Death, which will be an Eyil worſe than your Diſeaſe 
of Madneſs. IN Ee 
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26 A Ja X 
Man, and undaunted in Battles of War, now 
dreadful with my Hands among innocent 


Cattle; wo is me, what Slaughter have I 
made ? How have I made myſelf a Re- 


proach ? 


Tec. O my Lord Ajax, I beſeech you ſay 


not ſo, | 


Aj. < Wilt thou not go hence? Alas 


Alas! 


Cho. By the Gods ſubmit and be wiſe. 

Aj. O] unfortunate Wretch that I am, 
who let go from my Hand thoſe Villains, and 
falling upon innocent Oxen and Goats,” ſpilt 
their black Blood. | 

Cho. Why ſhouldeſt thou grieve for what is 
done, for it cannot be undone ? 
A. Ol thou who ſeeſt all Things, and art 
the Inſtrument of all Miſchief, the moſt fil- 
thy Varlet of the Army, now how doſt thou 
laugh at me, what Pleaſure doſt thou take? 

Cho. d Every one laughs or mourns by 
God's Permiſſion. _ 

Aj. O that I might ſee him tho' thus af- 

flicted; wo is me! 


Milt thou not go hence.] Tecmeſſa continuing to 
break in upon the Diſcourſe which 4jax holds with the 
Chorus, he deſires her to retire into the Tent, not out 
of Contempt as being his Captive, but Familiarity, as 


his Wife. 


d Every one laughs.] As all Things are by the Per- 
miſſion of the Gods, who often turn bad Actions to 
good Ends, ſo likewiſe that Uly/es ſhould ſport him- 
felf with your Misfortunes is by their Permiſſion, Cho 


K 27 


Cho. Speak nothing great; ſeeſt thou not 
to what Evil thou art come ? 

Aj. O Jupiter, the Father of my Ance- 
ſtors, that I could firſt deſtroy that flattering 
Enemy, that Vagabond, and the other two 
Princes, and at laſt die my ſelf. 

Tec. Since you pray for ſuch Things, 

ray likewiſe that I may die, why ſhould I 
five when thou art dead? 

Aj. O my Light, now Darkneſs, that 
ſhone: on me, now dark as Hell, take, O 
take me an Inhabitant to your gloomy Regi- 
ons, for I cannot look to the Race of Gods 
or meek Men for Aſſiſtance, but the po- 
werful Daughter of Jove perſecutes me to 
Death. Whither can I flee ? Where ſhall I ra- 
ther remain? For my Misfortunes deſtroy 
me, and we are undone with that fooliſh 


Prey; and the whole Army on every Side 


with all their Power will deſtroy me. ; 

Tec. Wo is me: So great a Man to fay 
ſuch Things now, as before he would have 
- diſdain'd to fay! 

Aj. O Brooks that flow into the Sea, and 
Caves and Foreſts near the Shore, long Time 
you have kept me at Troy, but no longer 
with Breath you ſhall. O neighbouring 
Streams of Scamander favouring the Argives, 


77 tot 4 f 


you ſhall no more ſee me. * I ſpeak a bold 


e ſpeak a bold Mord.] In the Condition Hax was, 


it was not unſeemly for him to boaſt of his Greatneſs, 
Word, 
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Word, ſuch a one as Troy never ſaw in the 
Army which came from the Grecian Land, 
and now diſhonoured I lye here. 

Cho. I know not how to hinder thee, or 
ſuffer thee to ſpeak, being plunged in 1a 
much Evil. 

Aj. Ah! Who could think my Name 
would thus agree with my Evils? Now 
is it Time for me thrice to lament, bein 
plunged into ſo many Miſeries: 6 Whoſe 
Father from the Land of Idæa having Pas: 


but it rather increaſeth the Paſſion of the Tragedy. 
Thus in the Trachiniæ, Hercules near his Death boaſted 
in theſe Words. 


& xiers, hoy, 
ddt, % Sigs, à Pine Beg xic: ths 
eie crtivor bn xabisad', r). 

v, , Burxonwn dAGSUgy 
ale), axauley F2tppucs xETEgoy ſe ger, &c. 


The Apoſtle St. Paul himſelf did the ſame, when he 
ſaid 2 Tim, iv. 6. I am now ready to be offered, and the 
Time of my Departure is at hand, I have fought a god 
Fight, &c. 

f Ah who could think my Name.] Here is what we 
call a Pun, which Ajax makes upon his own Name, 
whoſe two firſt Letters are the ſame with , a Word 
of Sorrow, This I fear is ſcarce becoming the Gravi- 
ty of this kind of Poem. ' 

8 Whoſe Father from the Land.) His Father Tela- 
mon aſſiſting Hercules in his Wars againſt Troy, was 
the firſt who mounted the Wall: Wherefore Hercules 
gave him 24 Tewrc age a, the chief Reward, which 
was Heſione Daughter of Laomedon. The Occaſion of 
this War was, becauſe Lacmedon denied to give Her- 
cules the two white Horſes he was to have had as a Re- 


the 
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the nobleſt Deeds in War, came home loaded 


with Honours; but I his Son came to this 
Place, not with leſs Strength endowed, nor 
famed for leſs Atchievements; now diſho- 
noured of the Grecians, here I periſh: W And fo 
much I think I know, if living Achilles were 
to decide the Controverſy of the Armour, 
and to adjudge to either the Precedence in 
Valour, none elſe ſhould have them but me. 


But now the Atridæ allowed Wiſdom as pro- 


per only to that crafty Ulyſſes, lighting my 
Virtues: Unleſs my Eyes and Mind had di- 


verted me from my Reſolution, they had ne- 


ver paſſed a Judgment againſt any other 
Man: But now the terrible, the invincible 


Goddeſs, Daughter of Jove, hath deceived 


me, when I ſtretched out my Hand againſt 


them, inflicting on me a violent Diſeaſe, fo 
that in the Blood of thoſe Oxen I ſtained my 
Hand, but the Atridæ having eſcaped againſt 
my Will, deride me. But when God oppo- 
ſeth, the Weak may eſcape the Stronger: And 
now what muſt I do, who apparently am ha- 


ward of his Valour in ſlaying the Sea-Monſter, and 
os. Heſione, who was to have been devoured by 

im. 5 
„And ſo much I think I know.) Obſerve all along, 
how Ajax his Diſcourſe favours of the Pride and 
Haughtineſs of his Spirit. | 


i Slighting my Virtues.) The Greek is a, dess rad, of 
this Man, meaning himſelf, a Way of ſpeaking very 


1 ted 


familiar with Sophocles. 
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30 AJAX. 


ted of the Gods? The Grecian Army hates 
me, all Troy hates me, and the neighbouring 
Countrey. Shall I go home and leave the 
Ports wherein my Ships are harbour'd, and the 
Atride to themſelves, and fail home over the 
AEgean Sea? What Fame can I ſhew my Fa- 
ther Telamon ? How will he endure to ſee me re- 
turn'd empty and without noble Spoils, with 
which he once went laden home? That is not 
to be born. But what if I go to the Trojan 
Guards and attacking them by my ſelf fall in 
ſome brave Action ? But there I ſhould gra- 
tify the Atridæ, it ne'er ſhall be; bur ſome 
Action mult be attempted, and ſuch where- 


by I may ſhew my old Father that I am no 


degenerate Coward. It is the certain Sign of 
a baſe Spirit, to covet a long Life which is 
attended with many Troubles. What Com- 
fort can there be in a Multitude of Days 
which only ſerve to defer defired Death? 
And I look upon him as the vileſt of Wretches 
who encourageth himſelf with fruitleſs Hopes; 
but it becomes a generous Man bravely to live, 
or as bravely to die in the Purſuit of Glory; 
thou haſt heard the Sum of what I had to ſay. 
Cho, No Body can ſay, my Lord, that 
thou haſt ſpoke unlike thyſelf: Kk Yet ceaſe 


* Yet ceaſe from this, &c.) The Chorus here endea- 
vouring to comfort Ajax, takes the Liberty of a Friend, 
and talks move boldly than Tecmeſſa; for ſhe artfully 
ſhewing her Condition, endeavours to mollify him, by 
moving him to Pity, 


2 3 from 
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from this Fury of thy Mind, and let the 
Judgment of thy Friends prevail, and lay a- 
ſide thoſe Cares. > | 

Tec. O my Lord Ajax, no greater Evils 
can afflict Mankind than Fortune's Malice of- 
ten lays upon us. I am deſcended of a free 
Father, and the moſt wealthy of the Phry- 
gians, but now I am a Servant, for ſo the 
Gods and your victorious Hand would have 
it; but ſince I was rais'd to your Bed, you 
are the only Object of my Love. Therefore 
I beſeech you by | Domeſtick Fove, and by 
m our Marriage Bed, which makes us one, 
ſuffer me not to endure a Reproach among 
thy Enemies; for if thou wilt die and leave 
me, be aſſured that I in that Day ſhall be 
drag'd away with Indignity by the Grecians to 


| By domeſtick Jove.] Thoſe who cohabited toge- 
ther, faith the Scholiaſt, invocated Domeſtick Jove, thoſe 
who were Friends Friendly ove, thoſe in the fame For- 
tune Social Jove, Strangers Hoſpitable Joe, thoſe who 
ſwore to each other Horkius, thoſe who prayed Hike- 
ſius, and Brothers Homognius Fove; but doubtleſs it 
was the ſame Jove who was always meant, but diffe- 
rently ſtyled, in reſpect of his different Offices. 

m By our Marriage Bed.] Here Tecmeſſa modeſtly 
puts Ajax in Mind of their conjugal Loves: Whereas 
Euripides hath been guilty of a Fault in his Hecuba, in 
introducing that Queen ſpeaking very immodeſtly : 
| 7s rag O(n; 0h Ce 08545, PITT: < 
But Soß hocles here imitates Homer, who introduceth 
Andromache endeavouring to move Hector to Compaſ- 
— and divert him from his Purpoſe of going to the 

Attle. | | 


live 


FR. LS 


32 AJax, j. 
live a ſervile Life, together with thy Child. 
And ſome harth Maſter will bitterly reproach 
me, whoſe Spleen ſhall dictate Words like 
theſe. © Behold the Concubine of Ajax, 
« who was the moſt powerful Prince in all 
« the Army, what Servitude doth ſhe now 
& endure inſtead of how much Honour? 
Thus will my Fate undo me: Such foul Re- 
proaches are unbecoming thee or thy Race. 
Therefore reſpect thy aged Father whom 
thou haſt left at home; reſpect thy Mother 
who with many Prayers ſolicits the Gods for 
your ſafe Return home; pity, my Lord, thy 
Child, who if depriv'd of you will be brought 
up under unfriendly Tutors. This will be 
our fad Portion of Evils when you die. For 
me I have nothing to which I can look with 
Hopes of Succour beſides thee; thou haſt 
deſtroy'd my Countrey by the Sword, my 
Mother likewiſe, and Death hath taken my 
Father to the Inhabitants below. What 
Countrey therefore will ſupply the Want of 
thee ? What Riches? In thee I am only fafe: 
But remember me, a Man ought to remem- 
ber the Benefits he hath receiv'd, for Kind- 
neſs always begets Kindneſs: But from whom 
the Memory of good Treatment flips, he can- 
not be eſteem'd a generous Man. 
Cho. I would thy ſtubborn Heart were 
mollified like mine with Pity, thou would'ſt 
applaud her Speeches, 
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AJAX. E 
Aj. And much Applauſe ſhall ſhe have of 


me, if ſhe will only do what I command 


her. 
Tec. My Lord, thou ſhalt ever find me o- 


bedient to thy Will. 


Aj. Bring to me then my Child, that 1 


may ſee him. 
Tec. But I ſent him away for Fear. 
4. Of me, when my Diſtemper ſeiz d me; 


was't _ n 4 


Tec. Ay, leſt you ſhould happen to meet 


the poor of * and flay him. 

Aj. That Act indeed would not have been 
unlike me. 

Tec. Therefore his Safety was my Care. 


47. I commend the To and the Dili- 


gence you uſed. 
Tec. Wherein therefore can I ſerve thee ? 
Aj. Permit me to ſee and ſpeak to him. 
ee He is attended by the Seryants hard 


7 What therefore hinders thar I may 
not enjoy his Preſence ? 

Tec. My Child, thy Father calls ths Bring 
him hicher whoſoever of the Servants bears 
him in his Arms. 

Ai. Doth he anſwer to thy Call, or did he 
not hear thee ? 

Tec. One of the Servants brings him hi- 
ther. [Evuryſaces is brought in by a Servant. 


Aj. Bear him hither, he will not fear 


whey he looks on this freſh Slaughter, if he' 
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34 AJAX. 
be truly my Son. He muſt be inſtructed in 
his Youth in the fierce Manners of his Fa- 
ther, and be made like him in his Nature. 
Nay, Child, mayſt thou be more happy than 
thy Father, in other Things like him, and 
thou wilt be no ill Man. And herein I reckon 
thee happy that thou art ſenſible of none of 


theſe Evils; in knowing nothing is the hap- 


pieſt Life, for not to know is an Ill that ne- 
vet cauſeth Grief, For when thou art arriv'd 


co that Perfection of Underſtanding, that thou 


can ſt tell what it is to rejoice and grieve, 
thou may it ſhew among my Enemies of 
what Father thou art deſcended. In the 
mean while let thy tender Spirits ſo ſupport 
thee, that as the Vigour of thy Mind encrea- 
ſes thou may ſt encreaſe thy Mother's Joy. 1 
know none of the Grecians will injure thee 
with vile Reproaches, tho' abſent from me: 1 
will leave thee Teucrus for thy Guardian who 
will carefully inſtruct thy Youth, though he 
is now far off, u keeping Guard againſt the 


n Keeping Guard again/t the Enemies.) i. e. the Thra- 
clans: Fot toward the End of the Trojan Wars, they 
aſſiſted the Trojans, wherefore the Greciaus ſet Ambuſ- 
cades at all the Avenues and Paſlages out of that Coun- 
trey, that they might fall upon them in their Way; 
and cut them off before they joined the Trojans, The 
Poet therefore ſuppoſed Teucrus to have been one of 
thoſe whoſe Poſt was to watch them ; and him, being 
his Brother, Ajax promiſeth to leave Tecmeſſa and Eu- 
ry/aces, as their Defender againſt thoſe Dangers which 
the was apprehenſive they would be in after his Death. 


Enemies- 
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Enemies. But, O Soldiers, Sea-faring Peo- 
ple, I intreat this Favour of you all, to de- 
clare this my Command to him, that taking 
my Child to my Palace in Salamis, he may 
ſhew him to Telamon and to my Mother Eri- 
bæa, that he may be their continual Com- 
fort in old Age, until they arrive at the 
Chambers of the infernal Gods. Nor ſhall a- 
ny expoſe my Armour to the Grecians as the 
Subject of another Conteſt, nor to my Plague 
Ulyſſes; but thou Child take that which hath 
thy Name, Eury/aces, and hold it, turn- 


ing by the folded Rein, the ſevenfold impe- 


netrable Shield: My other Armour ſhall be 


buried with me. But ſpeedily receive this 


Child, take him hence, nor fill the Tent with 
thy Cries. The Woman much laments, 
ſhur quick the Doors, 4 it is not the Part of a 
wiſe Phyſician, to repeat Enchantments to a 
Wound that requires cutting. 

Cho. 1 feared thy Reſolution, for thy 
Tongue ſo ſharpned pierceth me. 


o Which hath thy Name.] His Name was compoſed 
of the two Words, pu and Sa, a broad Shield. 

P My other Armour ſhall be buried with me.] Thus 
Homer mentions one who after his Death was burnt 
with his Armour: | | 


"AR" Gp un xalixye ous . Jer Fenner, 


4 It is not the Part, &c.] This is ſpoke in Alluſion 


to an ancient Cuſtom of curing by Enchantments, or 
Muſick ; ſo the Sting of the Tarantula is ſaid only to 
be cured by Muſick. ed 

D2 Tec. 
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36 AJAX. 


Tec. O my Lord Ajax, what haſt thou re- 
ſolved to do? _ A 
Aj. Judge not nor enquire, it is a good 


Thing to be prudent. 


Tec. Wo is me, how I deſpond, and I be- 
ſeech thee by thy Infant and the Gods betray 
us not. | 
Aj. Thou grieveft much, knoweft thou 
not that I am no more a Debtor to the Gods ? 

Tec. Good Words, I beſeech thee. 

45 Speak to thoſe who will hear thee. 

ec. And wilt thou not yield to me? 
Ai. Thou talkeſt very much. 
Tec. I fear, O King. 


Aj. Wilt thou not ſhut her up ? 
| [To the Chorus, 


Tec. Now by the Gods be mild. 
Aj. Thou thinkeſt fooliſhly, if thou think- 
eſt to inſtruct my Manners. | 


Ac I. Scgxs III. 
Chorus. 


STROPHE L 


Cho. O Salamis, who art encompaſsd by 
the raging Sea, thou happy He, how doſt 
thou enjoy the Praiſe of every Tongue? But 
I unhappy Wretch, it is a long Time fince I 
have here remained in Mount 1dg's verdant 


Paſtures, of no Account, haraſs'd with the te- 
| | . dious 


fl: 37 


dious Toils of War, having the ſad Hope that 
I ſhould at laſt arrive at the dark abominable 
Grave. 


ANTISTROPHE I. 


And to me incurable Ajax is r ſecond in 
Misfortunes; ſtill alas! continuing in that 
Madneſs ſent by divine Appointment, whom 
thou, O Salamis, didſt fend out before 
a Victor in many Battles; but now beſides 
himſelf he plungeth his Friends into ſad 
Griefs ; and all his other Acts performed with 
his valiant Hand are flighted by the unkind 
Atride. 


STROPHE II. 


How his miſerable Mother worn out with 
many Days, and full of grey Hairs, when 
ſhe hears that he is afflicted with Madneſs, 
unhappy will lament, not with the Lamenta- 
tions of the ſorrowful e but will 
bewail with piercing Cries, with clapping of 


r I ſecond in Misfortunes.)] The Greek Word is 
i91Ig@- ; which is deriv'd from i, and ide, and pri- 
marily fignifies no more than one who fits by, or a 
looker on; but among the Greets it was us'd to ſignify 
him, who, wher two had wreſtled before, wreſtled 
with Him who had the Maſtery. So here the Chorus 
uſes it in a metaphorical Senſe, to ſignify that Ajax is 
= Second, or is plung'd in the ſame Calamities with 
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38 AJAX, 
her Hands ſtriking her aged Breaſt, and tear- 
ing her grey Hairs, 

AnT1sTRoPHE IL 7 
Better is he who lies hid in the dark Grave, 


than he who is diſeaſed without Relief. For 
Ajax, when he left his Father's Family, was 


the greateſt of all the Grecians, but now no 


longer continueth in his accuſtomed Manners, 
but is befides himſelf. O miſerable Father! 
what a fad Calamity which is befallen your 
Son will ſhortly wound your Ears, a Calami- 
ty which no Age ever ſaw befall the Deſcen- 


dants of Æacus except this, 
EEE HOW 


Aer III. Scrxs l. 


Ajax, Chorus. 


WONG +5 and infinite Dornen of 
| : Time brings all hidden Things 
from their 7 Coverts, and 
conceals ings which now P; 


* Long and infinite Duration Time. Here 45 ax 
comes in and talks as if by the Perſuaſion of Temeſſ 
he were reconciled to Life, but this muſt be under- 
ſtood as the Effet of a ſudden Paſſion, or a Pretence 
the better to carry on his Purpoſe; For ſoon after he 


pear! 


went out and fell upon _ Sword, 
I 


* 


AIAX. 39 


r: There is nothing that is not to be 
par d for; even the moſt ſacred Oaths and 
— Minds are broken. I who conti- 
nued long ſtubborn, * as lacked Iron, am 

rown mild by this Woman's Diſcourſes : 

or I atn touch'd with Pity on her behalf, 
left I ſhould leave her a Widow among my 
Enemies, and my Child an Orphan; » bur I 
will go to the Streams and Paſture near the 
Shores, that I may purify myſelf from my 
Filthineſs, and ſo eſcape the grievous Anger 
of the Goddeſs; and 4 until I find ſome 
unfrequented Place „I will hide chis thy 
Sword, the moſt hated of all thy Armour, in 
a Hole dug in the Earth, where none ſhall 
ſee it, but Night and the Grave will keep ir 
below. But I, fince I received in my 
Hands this Gift of Hector, the worſt of all 
my Enemies, received nothing acceptable 
from the Grecians; but it is a true Proverb 
among Men, * the Gifts of Enemies are not 


A. flacked Iran am grown mild.] As Iron which 
being dipped in Oyl grows ſafter, ſo am T'mollified by 


the Speech of this Woman. Or thus, as Iron when 


it is dipped red hot in Water hiſſes and roars, and af- 
ter grows ſtill, when cold : So am I ? Thus in Homer 


ei ddt N, 
NM N, dxovle, 


Dipped in wid Water which roars aloud, 
* But I will go to the Streams.) See our Notes on 
Oedipus Tyrannus, Act V. Scene I. | 
"IM 75. Gifts of Enemies are not Gifts.) An Quymeren, 


73 an b. n ſpoke with ſuch an Affectation of 
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40 AJ AX. 

Gifts nor profitable. Wherefore for the fu- 
ture we ſhall learn to honour the Atride : 
They are our Governors, fo that we muſt ſub- 
mit; why not? Things moſt potent and di- 
vine ſubmit to Honours: y 'The ſnowy Win- 
ter ſubmits to the fruitful Harveſt: The Cir- 
cle of the ſad Night to the Day, to ſhew its 
Light born on white * Courſers: A gentle 
Blaſt lays to fleep the roaring Sea: And pow- 


Wit, that it ſeems rather to ſayqur of Folly, yet it is 
very elegant. We have many ſuch Expreſſions in fa- 
cred as well as prophane Writings : As 1 Tim. v. 6. 
but ſhe that liueth in Pleaſure, is dead while fhe liueth. 

y The ſnowy Winters,] As all Things on Earth 
have their Viciſſitudes and Changes, ſo, (faith Ajax) 
is it fit that I who a while ago raged with Madneſs, 
ſhould return to my right Senſes? By the ſame Argu- 
ment Horace conſoles his Friend Valgius, Lib, 2. Ode g. 


Non ſemper imbres Nubibus hiſpidos 
Manant in Agros; aut Mare Caſpium 
Vexant inæguales procells © 
Uſque, Oc. 


* Born on white Courſers,] Gr. +5, Auer nuice 
this Epithet is given to the Day, becauſe, faith the 
Scholiaſt on this Place, the Sun which uſhereth in the 
Day is faid to ride in a Chariot drawn by two Horſes, 


whereof one is called Lampon, and the other Phazthon, 


But he tells us in another Place that Phazthon is the Sun 
himſelf, or the Son of the Sun: Which is confirm'd by 
the Teſtimonies of Ovid, Met. 2. and Homer, Odyſſ. 11. 
320. the latter of which hath the Words, H- ci. 
The Poets generally aſſign him four Horſes. Namely, 
Pyroir from wie, 1gnis, Fire ; Bous from 3a, Aurora, 
the Morning; Athen from , uro; Phicgon, from 
ile, i sds. 


120 
1 83 47 
* : 


& 14% (( 
erful Sleep that binds us as with Fetter, 
ſets us free again; nor always holds us. Why 
therefore ſhould we not know hom ta be 
Wiſe? For me I know, that When I was an 
Enemy, I was fo far an Enemy as to become 
a Friend again; and fo far I would help: my 
Friend, as one who will not be ſo always: 
For the Port of Friendſhip is with many Men 
unfaithful; but herein it will be well. Do thou 
go in, Tecmeſſa, and pray to the Gods happily 
to accompliſh what my Heart deſires, and you 
O Companions, herein honour me, and ſig- 


nify to Teucrus when he comes, to take care 


of us, and be kind to you likewiſe: But I go 
where it is fit I go, and, you, do what I ſay, 
and ſoon you ſhall know that tho' now I am 
unhappy, yet am I ſecure from all Evils. 


AcT III. Scevs II. 
Chorus. 


STROPHE., _ 
| * , . FI regs 
Cho, * He is o'ercome with Love: I am 


a He is overcome with 2 It was neceſſary here 
that Ajax ſhould have ſome Time to retire io a conve- 
nient Place to effect his Purpoſe, before the Meſſenger 
came with Orders from Teucrus, that he ſhould be kept 
in; otherwiſe Aiax might have been met by the Meſ- 
lenger: And that Time the Poet ſuppoſes to be ſpent 
in the Song of the Chorus for his happy Change. 


overjoyed 
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AJAX. 
pverjoyed. b O Pan, converſant near the Seas, 


come from the Precipices of the' ſnowy Cylle- 


nian Rocks, Leader of Dances, as thy Divini- 
ty hath taught us Dances in Nyſſa and in 
Cnoſſus, now is it Time for me to lead up ſuch 
Dances. O Delian King Apollo, who paſſeſt 
over the Icarian Sea, mayeſt thou ever ſhew 
ſuch Favour and Benevolence to me. 


ANTISTROPHE |. 


For warlike Ajax hath baniſhed cruel Sad- 
neſs from our Eyes. O Jove, now the clear 
and bright Day is at Hand wherein we may 
go to the Grecian Ships. For Ajax forget- 
ting his Griefs, hath per form'd lawful Sacri- 
fices to the Gods, worſhipping them with 
the greateſt Submiſſion. Great Time deſtroys 
and conſumes all Things. There is nothing 
that can be mention d which we may not hope 


b O Pan converſant near the Seas.] They invocate 
Pan here as being the Preſident. of Chorus's, and 
the Reaſons given by the Scholiaft why he is called 
rev, or Sea-Wanderer, are, becaufe he aſhſt- 
the Athenians in a Sea Fight; or becauſe he took 
Typhon in a Net; or, becauſe he js worſhipped on the 
Tops of Mountains near the Sea; or, becauſe Fiſhermen 
worſhip him as their God; or, becauſe he loves'Noiſe 
in Chorus's; hence ee, 45 daiCpgue, becauſe the 
Sea makes a Noiſe: Or laſtly, becauſe he is the Over- 
ſeer of Flocks near the Sea. But whether any of theſe 
Reaſons, or which of them reſolves the Queſtion, I will 


leave it to the Judgment of the Learned, 


AJA K. 43 
for: For beyond all hope Ajax is no more 
malicious againſt the Atridæ; but all Strife is 
vaniſh'd and gives Place to Love. 


Acr IV. ScExkE ]. 


Meſſenger, Cborus. N 
Me Friends, this firſt T will de- 
6 55 NN clare to you, Teucrus is juſt 
By arrived from the Myfan Hills; 

— and as he comes through 
the Middle of the Camp, all the Ar. 
ves, with one Voice, reproach him. For 
owing him as he paſs'd along, they ſur- 
rounded him, and then from every Side re- 
viled him; and there was none who called 
him not the Brother of the Madman, and 
Conſpirator againſt the Army, fo that he ſcarce 
avoided being ſtoned to Death; it came even 
to this, that with their Hands their Swords 
were drawn from their Sheaths. At laſt Con- 
tention ceaſed by the Interceſſion of the Se- 
niors, when it was at its greateſt Height. But 
where is Ajax, that I may tell him what I 
have to ſay? For it is but juſt that we diſcover 
all che Matter to our Superiors. 
n F 


44 AJAX. 
Cho, He is not within, but is juſt now gone 
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, gut, having undertaken a new Enterprize ; his 
+1 Manners too are c 
fx MeV Alas! alas! Either he was too flow 
4 0 in ſending me on this Journey, or I d er 
43 y came. 
At Cho. What Advantage hath been inter- 
1 5 


Mef. Teucrus ſaid, that this Man ſhould be 
kept within the Tent, nor ſuffered to go out 
until he came. 

(he. But he is gone out, and returned to a 
better Mind, to recancile himfelf to the an- 
* Gods. 

. Theſe. Words are full of Folly, if 
Catches wiſely propheſied. 
Co. What hath he propheſied concerning 

this Aair?, 
M, So much I know, as now I hal 
ſpeak, for I was witneſs to it. From the 
Council and the royal Circle, where the Atri- 
A lat, Calchasroſe up alone, and kindly put- 
ting his Hand into Teucrus's, fpoke to this 
Porpote. See that with all your Art, you 
< enfdeawour to ſhut up flax 2 this preſent 
* Day in his Tent, if ever hereafter you would 
N. * & himalive; for this Day alone the. An- 
ger of tha Goddeſs — him. 
ho 1 proud Mien and mighty 
* Bodies fall bythe grievous Puniſhment of the 
* (Gods, when being born like other Men, they 
think not like 4052 But he, when he 
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AJAX. 45 
came from home, - ſhewed himſelf fooliſh, 
when his Father ſpoke well, and faid; Son, 
overcome in War, but always with God. Bur 
he haughtily and fooliſhly anſwered, Father, 
even the worthleſs Perſon may obtain the Vi- 
ory with the Aſſiſtance of the Gods, bur Þ 
without them hope to attract to my ſelf that 
Glory; ſuch a proud Speech he uttered. Then 
a ſecond Time, when divine Minerva exhort- 
ing him, ſaid, that he ſhould turn his bloody 
Hand againſt the Enemies: Then he replied a 
terrible and unutterable Speech, Queen, ſtand 
by other Grectans, the Fight will never break 
out near my Poſt. By ſuch Speech he gained 
the implacable Anger of the Goddeſs, not 
thinking as a Man ; bur if this Day he is in 
Being, ſoon, through God, we may be his 
Preſervers. Such Things the Prophet faid. 
But Teucrus immediately ſent me to you from 
the Palace, to bear to you this Command, to 
guard him; but if we are ry a of him, he 
is no more, if Calchas be wile. Rf 
Cbo. O wretched Tecmeſſa, unfortunate La- 


dy! Come out and behold this Man, and hear 
what Words he ſpeaks. Alas! It is to be fear- 


ed that all our Joys are fled. 
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46 A Ax. 


AcTIV. Sccexs l.. 


Meſſenger, Chorus, Tecmeſſa with her Child. 


Tec. Why do you again raiſe me a Wretch, 

fied from mighty Woes? 
Cho. Behold this Man, who comes bring- 
ing to us an Account of the Action of Ajax, 
which I lament. | 

Tec. Alas me! What ſayeſt thou Man? 

Meſ. As to you I know not; but as to Ajax, 
if he be gone out, I diſtruſt. 

Tec. He is indeed gone out, which makes 
me grieve. What ſayeſt thou? i 
Meſ. Teucrus ſent Word to ſnut him up in 
the Tent, nor ſuffer him to go out alone. 

Tec. Where is Teucrus, and why doth he 


ſay ſo? ; | 
 Meſ. He is hard by, and thinks the Exit of 


Ajax fatal. 


Tec. Wo is me a Wretch, from whom learnt 
he that? | may g 

Meſ. From a Prophet taught of God, that 

this Day brings him Life or Death. 
Tec. O me! my Friends, aſſiſt in this my 
Neceflity. Let {me haſten for Teucrus to 
come with Speed; let ſome go to the weſtern, 
others to the eaſtern Tops of the Hills, and 
ſearch the fad Exit of Ajax; for by him I find 
I am deceived, and caſt out of his former 
Grace. O me, my Child! What ſhall I 1 2 
. 


A Jax, 47 
It is no Time to fit, but I will go whereſoeverl 
can: We will go, we will haſten; this Jun- 
cture is not for fitting, while we would fave 
a Man who haſtens to die. 

Cho. I am prepared to go, and I will ſhew 
it not in Word alone, but Swiftneſs ſhall fol- 
low both of Feet and Action. 1 

[Scene Changes to a Foreſt, where Ajax 15 
alone, his Sword fixed in the Earth, with 
the Point upwards. 


Ai. The murthering Sword ſtands 4 moſt 
ſharp for Slaughter, if I have Time torea= 
ſon thus, the Gift of Hector, the moſt. has 
ted to me of all the Phrygians, and moſt odi= 
ous to behold. Ir is fixed in that hoſtile Land 
of Troy, newly ſharpened with an Iron- eating 
Whetſtone; preparing well J have fixed it, the 
moſt acceptable to me, by which with Speed 
I die. And thus we are prepared. Firſt of 
all then, O Jupiter, aſſiſt me; I ſhall not de- 


1 am prepared to go] While the Chorus, and o- 
thers, are gone in Queſt of Ajax, the Scene changes to 


an open Place, where the Poet introduces ax making 


a very moving Speech before his Death, and then fal- 
ling upon his Swotd, in the Preſence of the Spectatofs: 


This is contrary to what Æſchylus before had done in 


treating upon this Subject, and to Horace's Rule. 


. Non tamen intus 
Digna geri promes in Scenam, &c. 


Yet Hedeline in his Praxi Theatrica, ſttenuouſly de- 


fends him for this Conduct. | 
* Moft harp for Slaughter.) Gr. roweran@-. 
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fire to receive a great Gift; ſend to me ſome 
Meſſenger, to bear the fad Report to Teurrus, 
that he may take me firſt away, fallen on my 
bloody Sword; leſt, firſt ſeen by the Enemies, 
I be caſt forth to the Dogs, and to the Birds 
a Prey. This, O / upiter | I commit to thy 
Care; and I call likewiſe Mercury, the con- 
ductet of infernal Spirits, with a gentle and 
ſwift Courſe to bear me to the Shades below, 
© when I have lain my ſelf with this Sword. 
And I call as my Afſiſtants thoſe eternal Vir- 
gins, ever ſeeing all the Afflictions incident to 
Men, the venerable Furies, quick-footed, to 
come and revenge the Sufferings of the Dead; 
them I call ro know how miſerably I periſh 

the Atridæ, and may they deſtroy likewiſe 
thofe vile pernicious Wretches; as they ſee 
me fall ſelf-morchered, fo may they fall mur- 
thered by their moſt beloved Children. Go, ſwift 
revenging Furies, fall on, nor ſpare the whole 
Army. And thou, O Sun! who driveſt thy 
Chariot through high Heaven, when thou ſeeſt 
my Father's Countrey, pulling back thy gold- 
en Rein, relate my Matorune and my Death, 


e When I have flain my ſelf.] Gr. ners Tiafprtarla. = 
Divided my Side. It was faid that 4jax was by Her- 


cules covered with a Lyon's Skin, every where but un- 


der his Armpits. Wherefore Æſchylus ſpeaking of him 
ſays, that his Sword bent and could not pierce his Bo- 
dy, until ſome Goddeſs being preſent, ſhewed him in 
Which Side he ſhould pierce himſelf, . Wherefore So- 


phocles would not contradict his Senior, but ſays he 
Pierced his Side, but mentions not which Side. 


do 


AJAX; 49 
to my old Father, and my miſerable Mother, 
who unhappy, when ſhe hears this Report, 
will fill the City with her Cries. But it is to. 
no Purpoſe vainly to mourn theſe Evils, but 
this Buſineſs muſt be enterprized. O Death, 
Death! Come and behold me, with thee alone 
I will talk; and thou, O Light of this bright 
Day; and thou, O Sun, thou Charicteer! I 
call thee laſt and no more; O ſacred Soil of 
my own Country of Salamis, O ſear in my 
Palace, celebrated Athens, and Youths brought 
EM with me, Fountains and Rivers, and the 

an Land I call; farewel my Parents, this 
— laſt Word Ajax faith to you; the reſt I 
wil ſpeak among the Shades below. 


AcT IV. ScENE III. 


1ſt Semichorus. 


Sem. Toil ſtill increaſeth Toil, whither, O 
whither have I not gone? No Place can tell. 
Alas! but lo, I hear ſome Noiſe; tis from 
the Fellow Sailors of our Ships. 


AcT IV. ScExE IV. 
i Semichorus, and 2d Semichorus. 


2 Sem. What News now ? 


1 Sem. I have traced the whole weſtern 
Side of the Fleet, 


E 2 Sem. 
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2 Sem. Haſt thou indeed? 

1 Sem. Abundance of Labour, nought elſe 
* : 

2 Sem. Nor towards the Sun's riſing, di- 
recting his Way, doth he any where appear 
to me, 

Cho. Who is there of the laborious Fi- 
ſhermen, ſleepleſs intent upon their Prey; 
or who of the Gods inhabiting Olympus, or 
the Rivers which flow into the Boſphorean Sea, 
knows, and if he hath ſeen, can tell of cruel 
hearted Ajax, where he wanders? It is a mi- 
ſerable Thing for me, in a Succeſſion of long 
Labours, neither by running to approach him, 
nor, though weak with Search, find where 


he is. 


Acr IV. Sctxsg V. 


Tecmeſſa, Chorus. 


Tec. Wo is me! Whoſe Voice is that, which 
ſounding from the Foreſt, is heard as near us? 


Ah me a Wretch 

Cho. I ſee the miſerable captive Bride Tec- 
meſſa, overwhelmed with Grief. 

Tec. It is paſt, I am undone, I am deſtroy- 
ed. O Friends! | 

Cho. What is the Matter ? 

Tec. Ajax now is newly ſlain, the Sword 
is ſheathed within his Body. 


2 FE Cho, 
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Cho. Wo to my coming Wo is me, 0 


King! Thou haſt ſlain me thy Fellow Sailor. 
O me a Wretch, and thou unhapyy Woman! 
Tec. Since it is ſo, it is Time to lament. 
Cho. With whoſe Hand did the Wretch 

doit? | | 
Tec. By himſelf he fell, it is plain; for in 
the Earth the Sword fixed argues it. 


Cho. Wo is me, my Miſeries! Thou, how 


great a Man, art ſlain, unguarded by thy Friends; 
I fooliſh, in every Thing deceived, in all 
Things ignorant, neglected: Where, where 
lies ſtubborn unhappy Ajax? 

Tec. He is not to be ſeen, bur I will cover 
him all over with a folded Garment; fince 
none, tho' a Friend, can bear to ſee him, 
blowing upwards at the Noſe, and from the 
diſmal Wound, black Blood, by his own Slaugh- 
ter. O me! What ſhall I do? Who of thy 
Friends will lift thee up, where is Teucrus? 
How ſeaſonable were it, if he came to take 
away his fallen Brother? O unfortunate Ajax ! 
How great a Man thou art, and what a fad 
State thou art in; how worthy art thou even 
of Enemies to be lamented? 

Cho. O wretched Man! Too plainly, alas! 
your Loſs of Reaſon diſcovered that you would 
at laſt plunge both your ſelf and us into theſe 
endleſs Woes ; for in the furious Tempeſt of 
your Soul, how would you with many bitter 
Cries and Groans complain to me Night and 
Day of the Injuries of the Atridæ? Bur that 
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—_ AJAX. 
Time was the beginning of Miſchief, when 
there was a violent Diſpute about the Arms of 
Achilles, 


Tec. Wo is me! 
Cho. The generous Sorrow wounds my 


Heart. 


Tec. Ah me! 
Cho, I wonder not why you lament, and 
again . the Sounds of Woe, lately de- 
prived of ſuch a Friend. 

Tec. Theſe Things but ſeem ſo to thee, but 


1 perceive them . 
ce. 


Cho, J agree with 
Tec. Ah me, my Son! unto what Yoke of 


Servitude muſt we be brought? What Tu- 


tors muſt we have ? | | 
Cho. Wo is me! Thou haſt mentioned an 


f unſpeakable Deed of the two cruel Atridæ, 
in that Mourning, but may God avert it. 
Tec. It is thro' the Gods that we are in ſuch 


a State. ; 
Cho. Sad and deplorable Miſery they have 


cauſed, and ſuch a Miſchief the Goddeſs, 
Daughter of Jove, hath been the Cauſe of 
for Ulyſſes's Sake; and furely the daring Man 
doth injure with a traiterous Heart, and with 


f Unſpeakable Deed.) Gr. avwdo, the ſame with 
aisle, and both fignify any Thing myſterious, and 
which cannot be uttered; and ſo it is underſtood by 
St. Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 4. Or 2dly, an ominous Word, or 
3dly, any Thing foul or diſhonourable, as Fornication 
and Uncleanneſs, and in this Senſe it is taken here, 


much 


3 


os © & was B= 
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much Laughter ridicules the ſad Misfortune 
of Ajax; alas! alas! together with the two 
Chiefs, the Atridæ, likewiſe hearing this 
News. 

Tec. Tho' they laugh and rejoice at his 
Evils, it is likely, tho' they deſire him not a- 
live, they will lament him in Neceſſity of 
Battle, For Men of baſe Minds, having in 
their Hands a Good, know it not before they 
have thrown it away: His Death was more 
grievous to me, than pleaſant and delightful 
to them; for what he deſired to obtain, he 
hath obtained, the Death he longed for: What 
therefore can they laugh at in him? He died 


for the Gods, not for them. 


Cho. Let Ulyſſes therefore vainly inſult him, 
Ajax is no more for them ; but for me he 


is gone, leaving me nought but Grief and 
Sorrow. | 


Tec. Wo is me! 
Cho. Hold thy Peace, I think I hear the 


Voice of Teucrus, loudly lamenting with a Cry 
agrecable to the preſent Misfortune. 


AcT IV. ScERNE VI. 


Teucrus, Chorus, Tecmeſſa. l 

Teu. O moſt beloved Brother Ajax, haſt 

thou gained thy deſired Death, as Fame re- 
ports? | | | 


E 3 Cho, 
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Cbo. The Man hath periſhed, Teucrus, be 
aſſured of that. 

Teu. Wo is me, my ſad Fortune. 

Cho. Since our Caſc is thus. 

Teu. Ah me! 5 i 

Cho. It is Time for us to mourn. 

Teu. O fad Affliction ! 

Cho. Too great, indeed, Teucrus. 
| Teu. Alas! Where is his Son? In what Part 
of the Trojan Land is he? 

Cho. He is alone in the Tent, Teucrus. 

Teu. Wilt thou not lead him hither with 
all Speed, leſt any of the Enemies ſnatch him 
away, as the Whelp of an abſent Lyoneſs; go, 
haſten, labour; for all lave to inſult the 
Dead. | 4 

Cho. And while He yet lived, Teucrus, the 
Man deſired that thou ſhouldeſt take Care. of 

him, as thou doſt. 
Tea. O the moſt fad of all the Spectacles 
to me that ever I ſaw with my Eyes! O moſt 
afflicting of all Journeys to my very Soul, 
which now I came, O moſt loved Ajax, when 
T heard thy fad Fate, as I was in Chaſe of the 
Enemies, and ſearched out their Retreats ; for 
the Report of thy Death, as by ſome God was 
quickly ſpread through all the Grecian Army, 
which I wretched hearing, tho' abſent far, la- 
mented. But now ſeeing the Thing I am un- 
done. Wo is me! Go, uncover him, that I 
may ſee the whole Miſchief; O miſerable Spe- 


 Rtacle! O deſperate Audacity! What _ 
thou 


A1 1 


thou dying haſt left me! [They uncover the 
Body of Ajax.] Whither is it poſſible for 
me to go? To whom? Since J aſſiſted thee not 
in theſe Afflictions. Will Telamon, thine and 
my Father, receive me with a kind Counte- 
nance and favourable, coming without thee ? 
How? He to whom, even being fortunate, 
nothing 1s pleaſant ſo as to make him laugh. 
He, what will he conceal ? What will he not 
ſay? That I a Baſtard, begot of a Captive ta- 
ken in War, betrayed thee by Fearfulneſs and 
_ Cowardice; thee, O moſt loving 4jax! or by 
Fraud, that thou dying, I might enjoy thy 
Wealth, being dead, and Throne: Such Things 
the angry Man, moroſe. with Age, will fay, 
tho' without juſt Cauſe moved to Strife: In 
the End an Exile I ſhall be baniſhed the Land, 
to be a Slave inſtead of a free Man, through 
his Reproaches: This is my Caſe at home. 
But at Troy I have many Enemies, and few 
Friends. All theſe Things will befall me 
ſince thou art Dead. Wo is me! What ſhall 
I do? How ſhall I take thee from this cruel 
Sword? O Wretch! by what Murther ha 
thou expired? Thou therefore ſaweſt that in 
Time, Hector dead would kill thee. See by 
the Gods the Fortune of two Men, Hector 
with the ſame Belt that was beſtowed on 
him by 4jax, was dragged after the Chariot 
of Achilles, until he breathed out his Soul; 
Ajax having his Gift, by that ſuffered a fatal 
Death. Did not a Fury make this Sword; 
E 4 and 
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and the Belt, Pluto, that cruel Workman? 


for I dare fay the Gods contrive theſe and ſuch 


Things always for Men: But to whoſe Opi- 
nion theſe Thoughts do not agree, let him 
maintain his own, but I approve theſe. 

Cho. Proceed not too far, but conſider how 


thou mayeſt repoſe this Man in his Tomb, 


and what thou ſuddenly ſhalt ſay: For I ſee 
an Enemy, and perhaps laughing at our Hts, 
ſay what a wicked Man might fay. 

Teu. Who is he whom thou ſeeſt coming 
from the Army ? 

Cho. Menelaus, for whom we undertook 
this Voyage. 

Teu. I ſec him, he is not hard to be known, 
for he is near. 


AcT IV. Scxx VII. 


Menelaus, Teucrus, Chorus. 


Men. Thou, 1s bid thee not prepare that 
Body for Sepulture, but ſuffer it to lie as 
it doth. 5 | 


8 I bid thee not prepare that Body for Sepulture.] Tt 


was an uſual Thing with the ancient Grecian Heroes, to 


deny their Enemies Burial after Death; fo Achilles pu- 
niſhed Hector, and in the Antigone Creon decreed, that 
the Body of Polynices ſhould lye expoſed a Prey to the 
Dogs, and Fowls of the Air. And ordinarily ſeveral 
Perſons, who by their Actions while alive, or the ag- 
gravating Circumſtances of their Death, were thought 
unworthy of any Funeral, were ſo expoſed, as Tos 
0 p « *: 0 q a er, 
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Teu. Why haſt thou given out that perni- 
cious Decree ? | | 
Men. It pleaſeth me, and him who com- 
mands the Army. 
Teu. But wilt thou rot ſay what Reaſon 
thou canſt give? | 
Men. Becauſe we hoped we brought him 
from home a Friend and a Confederate to 
the Grecians; but I find him more an Ene- 
my than the Trojans; who deſigning the 
Slaughter of the whole Army, a Night-wan- 
derer, directed his Arms againſt us, that he 
might kill us; and unleſs ſome God hadover- 
thrown his Purpoſe, we had had the fame 
Fortune which hath befallen him, and ſuf- 
fered an unhappy Fate, and he had lived: 
Bur now the God hath changed his intended 
Miſchief, and made him fall on Flocks and 
Herds. Wherefore there is no Man ſhall have 
Power to bury his Body in a Tomb ; but caſt 
out on the yellow Sand, he ſhall be Food for 


who betrayed or conſpired againſt their Country; Vil- 
lains guilty of Sacrilege, Tyrants, Perſons killed with 
Lightning; ſome Offenders who ſuffered capital Pu- 
niſhment, ſuch. as were guilty of Self-Murther, Sc. 
So that upon ſeveral Accounts Ajax ſeems to have for- 
feited his Right to Burial. For which Reaſon Ari- 
ſlotle tells us, Ethic. Nicom. Lib. V. Cap. 2. that his 
Body was not reduced to Aſhes, according to the uſu- 


al Cuſtom, but privately interred ; it having been de- 


clarcd by Calchas, to be a Prophanation of the holy 


Element to conſume in it the Bodies of ſuch as had 


occaſioned their own Death, 
the 


: 
. * . » A 
— 1 


C 
« 
6 
' 
» 
. 

* 
92 
C 

* 


— 


, of * 1 5 
bY l * 4 ” LY - P 
KC 4 » . ® * — 
o - _—_ 9 - G . N . - 
114 j P 82 4 - - -_ . « - 
_— rr R 2 * — — — —— x —ę— 


— 


* 
ous — — 
6 


AE 


© _ 


CEE EE 
CER 


* * * ws". © , — : 
> ry wy as. 1  <Iry WI er 


rr IT 6. 


S+ 4 4 > * a »*..- WA +4 1 — a. 
— AW _ . 2 > 
,——— 3 — =, I” * 9 — W==g*.v 
= * > = , * 


* . 
— —_ —— — —ꝛ 
28 r 
= 2 2 > ome 


58 A J A & 


the Sea Birds: Wherefore thou needeſt not to 
exert thy fierce Rage, for if we could not o- 
vercome him while he lived, we will entirely 
command him dead, though thou wilt the 
contrary; for living, he never would liſten 
to my Commands, And that is the Part of 
an ill Man, while he is a Subject, not to liſten 
to thoſe who are placed over him: For in 
no City the Laws can well prevail, where 
Fear is wanting; nor can an Army be well 


overned, which hath neither Fear nor Awe. 
8 


But it becomes a Man, tho” he be great in Bo- 
dy, to think that he may fall through even a 
{mall Evil; but who hath Fear and likewiſe 
Reverence, know, That Man hath Safety 
in himſelf. But when Injuries prevail, and 
every one doth what he will, then think this 
City will fall at laſt from Happineſs, to the 
loweſt Degree of Miſery : Therefore let there 
be ſeaſonable Awe, and let us not think, if we 
do what we pleaſe, that we ſhall not ſuffer a- 
gain what may diſpleaſe us; theſe mutually 
ſucceed each other. Before he was a flagrant 
Injurer, but now I take my Turn to triumph. 
And I precaution thee not to bury him, leſt 
thou fall thy ſelf into the Grave. 

Cho. Menelaus, take Care, leſt while you 
deliver thoſe grave Maxims, you become in- 
jurious to the Dead. 

Teu. I ſhould not wonder at a Man who 
is mean in Pedigree, if he offends, ſince they 
who ſeem to be born Gentlemen offend ſo in 

| their 
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their Words. Go, ſpeak again from the be- 


ginning, will you not fay that you brought 


this Man a Confederate to the Grecians? Did 
not he fail hicher as Governor of himſelf ? 
How do you govern him? How is it lawful 


for you to rule a People whom he brought 
from home? You came hither a Spartan Go- 


vernor not to govern us, nor can it be that 
you have more right to govern him, than 
he to govern you. You failed hither a 
Prince indeed, tho' not Governor of all, 
ſo as ever to rule Ajax. Therefore govern 
thoſe who are your Subjects, and inſtruct 


them with thoſe grave Speeches, but I will 
lay him in his Sepulchre, as it is juſt I ſhould, 


tho you ſay the contrary, or any other Com- 
mander, not fearing your Preſence; for he 
fought not for the Sake of your Wife, as thoſe 
hired for War, h but for the Oath's Sake by 
which he was ſworn, not for you, for he 
thought none worthy for whom to come hi- 
ther: Whereſore bring with you ſeveral He- 
ralds and the Army to prevent me; for all 
your Noiſe I will not be moved from my 
_ Purpoſe, how great ſoever thou. art. 

Men: I like not fuch a Tongue in Adver- 
ſity. 12 


h For the OatÞ's Sate.] When all the Princes were 
gathered together to court Tyndarus's. Daughter, he 
made them al/ſwear to fight for him who married her, 
if any ſhoulf offer to take her away by Force. | 

Teuc. 
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60 AJAX. 
Teuc. Harſh Things, tho' they be moſt 
juſt, are grating. | 
Men. This Archer ſeems not to think mean- 
ly of himſelf. 
Teuc. It is not a mean Art I have learned. 
Men. Greatly wouldeſt thou boaſt if you 
bore a Shield. 2 
Teuc. i Even light armed I am a ſufficient 


i Even light-armed, I am a ſufficient Match for thee.] 
This kind of Ribaldry is beneath the Dignity of Tra- 
gedy, for it is mercly added by the Poet to prolong the 
Scene, while he loſeth the Paſſion proper to it. How 
76:4rn; comes to be a reproachful Name will be evident 
from hence. Among the different Soldiers of which 
the Grecian Armies were compoſed, the e Or rr 
ſeem to have been but of inferior Rank; for their Buſi- 
neſs was only to fling Stones, and ſhoot Arrows at 
their Enemies, thereby to annoy them at a Diſtance, 
but were unfit for cloſe Battle, but thoſe who fought 
with Shields and Spears, were of much higher Eſteem, 
and generally protected the former in the Fight. For 
this Reaſon Menelaus call'd Teucrus a little before taunt- 
ingly re£irng, an Archer, This is apparent as from this 
Place, ſo from the Teſtimony of Homer, who tells us 
that Teucrus retired behind the Shield of Ajax for Pro- 
tection, II. 6. Y. 266. 
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Teucer the ninth from theſe at length appear'd, 
And all his Bows for certain Deaths prepar'd ; 


Match 
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Match for thee, when thou art better arm- 
ed. 

Men. Your Tongue ſhews that your An- 
ger is great. 

Teuc. It is lawful greatly to think with + 
Juſtice. 

Men. Is it juſt that he fare well who hath - 
killed me ? 

Teuc. Killed you, a grievous Thing you 
have ſpoke, tho' you are dead you live. 

Men. It was God preſerved me, as to him 
I am dead. 

Teuc. Do not therefore diſhonour the Gods, 


by whom you are preſerved. 


Men. Do. I therefore dihonour the Rave 


of the Gods? 


Teuc. You do, if you permit not the Bu- 
rial of the Dead. 

Men. Not of thoſe who are my Enemies ; 
that is but juſt. 

Teu. Was ever Ajax your Enemy? 

Men. He hated his Hater, be aſſured of 
that. 


Behind the Shield of Ajax cloſe he /tood, 

Which whenſoe'er the warlike Chief remov'd, 
Around on all he caſts his angry Eyes, 
Threatning Deſtruction to his Enemies; 

Whom when his Arrows wounded had, or ſlain, 
Back he betook him to his Shield again. 

So timorous Boys approaching Ills to ſhun, 

With eager haſte to careful Mathers run. 


Mr, Huren. 
Teuc. 
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62 Ajax: 


Teuc, You was his deceitful and corrupt 
Judge. 

Men. That Matter was over-ruled by the 
Judges, and not me. 

Teuc. So privately you may be the Cauſe 
of many Miſchiefs 

Men. This 'T alk ſhall turn to your Sor- 
row. 

Teuc. No more perhaps than we ſhall be 
the Cauſe of your Sorrow. 

Men. One Thing I tell you, this Man 
ſhall not be buried. 

Teuc. I tell you the contrary, that he ſhall 
be buried. 

Men. I have once ſeen a Man bold in Speech, 
urging the Sailors to fail in Winter, whoſe 
Voice you would not hear when he was op- 
preſſed in the ſad Tempeſt, but hid under his 
Cloaths, lay to be trampled on by every Sailor 
that would: So a Storm riſing from a ſmall 
Cloud would ſoon ſuppreſs you, and your 
proud Speech and loud Clamour. _ .. 

Teuc. And I have ſeen a Man with F olly 


fraught, who inſulted his Neighbour in Ad- 


— and one ſeeing him like me, and in 

Anger like, ſaid this: O Man do not abuſe 
the Dead, if thou doſt, know thou wilt ſuf- 
fer for it. So another who was preſent. ad- 
moniſhed the Wretch: I ſee him, and I think 
he is no other than you; have I not well ex- 


plained this Saying? 


Men. 


A463 7 63 
Men. I go hence, for it were a vile Thing 


to be heard to contend with Words, with one 
whom we may reſtrain by Force. 


Acr IV. ScERxE VIII. 


Teucrus, Chorus. | 
' Teuc. Be gone, and it is a moſt vile Thing 
for me to hear a vain Man talk baſe Words. 
Cho. There will be a Tryal of great Strife, 
bur haſten Teucrus, as quick as thou can'ſt 
haſten, and prepare a hollow Grave, where 
he may have a ſpacious Monument, among 
Men for ever famed. 


Acr IV. SCENE IX. 


Teucrus, Chorus, Tecmeſſa, Euryſaces. 


Teuc. And in due Seaſon his Son and Wife 
are preſent, to prepare a Tomb for this dead 
unhappy Man. O Child, come hither, ſtand 
near, and as a Suppliant touch thy Father 
who begat thee, and kneel down on your 
Knees, holding in your Hands my Hair, 
your Mother's, and your own, k a Treaſure 


k Treaſure for Supplication.] This ie Inrave>ge 
or ſupplicating Treaſure, which confiſted of Locks of 
Hair, was of the ſame Uſe as in Oedipus the iz]igrer 
z>a«de1, namely to add a greater Solemnity-to the Cere- 
monies, and gain the Favour of the Gods to which 

they made Supplications. 2 


for 
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for Supplication, but if any one of the Ar- 
my ſhould put you away by Force from this 


dead Body, unburied and neglected let him 


lye on the Ground, quite from the Root 
with his whole Race extirpated, as this Hair 
which I now cut is held; keep him, let none 
move you, but down on your Knees and hold 
him. And you [zo the Chorus,] approach 


not as weak Women inſtead of Men, but aſ- 


fiſt until I go and take Care for a Sepulchre, 


tho none allow it. 
Here Tecmeſſa and Euryſaces kneel by 
the Body. | 


AcT IV. SczxE X. 
Chorus, &c. 


STROPHE I. 


When will the Number of thoſe long Years 
have an end ; thoſe Years which I conſume 
in nought but the continual Toils of War in 
this vile Trojan Land ? 


ANTISTROPHE I. 


I wiſh he had firſt vaniſhed into Air, or 
deſcended to the Grave, the common Recep- 
tacle of all, who ſhewed the Grecians the 
Uſe of Arms, the ſad Cauſe of endleſs Woes. 


Fatal his Art has been to all Mankind. 
OS TROPHE 
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STROPHE IL 


He, unhappy Wretch, neither allowed me 
to partake of the Delights of | Crowns or 
Cups, nor the ſweer Sound of Muſick, nor 
to paſs my Time in the nightly Delights of 
Love: But robbed me of Love, and thus I 
lye neglected, my hoary Hairs being drench- 
ed in the cold Dews, the Remembrances of 
Troy. | 


ANTISTROPHE II. 


Before martial Ajax was my Defence a- 
gainſt nightly Fear and Arms, now he is op- 
preſſed with diſmal Fate; what Pleaſure ſhall 
I ever hereafter have? I with I were where 
the imperious Surge daſhes againſt the _ 
Promontory which overlooks the Sea, benea 
the high Lands of Sunium, where we might 
ſalute ſacred Athens. 3 


| The Delights of Crawns.) It was a Cuſtom with the 
Ancients as well to wear Crowns, as to have the 
choiceſt of Muſick in their Banquets: Theſe Crowns 
conſiſted of the choiceſt of Flowers artificially Woven 
together. Hence Hor. Lib. I. Od. 38. 


Diſplicent nexæ Philyra Coronæ. 


See Dacier's Notes upon that Ode. Here the Poet 
after many Turns of Raillery in the former Scene, more 
fit for Comedy than Tragedy, at laſt returns to him- 
ſelf. Vet the Scholiaſt ſaith, that to talk of Love as 
Affairs here ſtand, is unſeaſonable. 
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AcT V. SCENE I. 


Teucrus, Chorus, Tecmeſſa, Euryſaces. 
144 


Teuc. E#EEING the General Aga- 
Ast memnon furiouſly approaching, 
he ſeemed to me as if his an- 

gry Looks portended the re- 
proachful Speeches which his Tongue will 


utter. 


2 

, 

1 

7 
. 


Acr V. Scr; ll. 


Agamemnon, Teucrus, Chorus, Tecmeſſa, Eu- 
FREE. 
\ Agam. They tell me that thou haſt freely 
dared to bawl out bitter Expreſſions againſt 
us; thou, I fay, ® the Son of a Captive: If 
thou hadſt deſcended of a Mother nobly born, 
highly thou wouldeſt have boaſted, and moun- 
ted aloft: Since thou, though nothing thyſelf, 


m The Son of a Captive.) Here he reproacheth Teu- 
crus with his Mother, who was Daughter of Trojan 
Laomeden. The Grecians called all Foreigners, eſpecially 
the Trojans, Barbarians. Hence Hor, L. II. Od. IV. 


Barbaræ poſtquam cecidere turmæ. 


2 | haſt 
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haſt ſided with him who now is no more, 
and ſwore that we came hither as neither Go- 
vernor of the Army, or the Fleet, or of thy 
ſelf; but Ajax was himſelf a Ruler, as thou 
fayeſt. Are theſe not ſad Reproaches to be 
heard of Slaves? Of whom haſt thou fo 


proudly talked? - Where did he go or ſtand 


where I did not? Are there no Men among 
the Grecians but him? Think you we have 
ſeverely decreed the Armour of Achilles from 
Ajax? Vet if you think we have been par- 
tial, will it not at laſt ſuffice you being over- 
come, to ſubmit to what ſo many Judges have 


decreed ? But will you always maintain the 


old Quarrel againſt us by publick Reproaches 
or ſecret Frauds, tho' overcome ? According 
to ſuch Manners no Law can ſubſiſt, if we 
ſhould repel thoſe who overcome by Law, 
and make thoſe firſt who are laſt, But ſuch 
Things muſt be prevented. Nor are broad 
thick Men the ſtrongeſt, but thoſe who are 


wiſe, overcome every where. The Ox with 


a broad Side by a ſmall Whip driven goes 


right in the Way; and I ſee that ſoon this 
Remedy muſt be applied to you, unleſs you 
will have a little Prudence, who daringly re- 
proacheſt for a Man who is no more but a 
Shadow, and freely uſeſt thy Tongue : Will 
you not at laſt be wiſe, nor confider whence 
you are born? Bring hither ſome free Man 
who may ſpeak for you to us, for I under- 
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ſtand not your Speech, nor can I hear that 
Barbarian Voice. 

Cho. I wiſh it were both your Minds to be 
wiſe, for I can commend nothing to you bet- 
ter. 

Teuc. Alas! how foon among Men all 
Kindneſs for the Dead ſlips away, and is quite 
forgotten, ſince this Man hath not ſo much 
Remembrance of thee, Ajax, as to repay thy 
Kindneſs with a ſmall Return, whom thou 
many Times didſt defend with the Hazard of 
thy Life in Battle: But all thoſe Things are 
gone and vaniſhed. O thou who haſt ſpoke 
many and uſeleſs Words, doſt thou nor re- 
member when he coming alone ſet you free, 
when you had been incloſed by Batteries, put 
to Flight, and reduced to the greateſt Streights 
in the Fight? When the Fire burned in the 
uppermoſt Seats in the Ships, when He#or 
leap'd the Trenches, who was it that diſper- 
ſed the gathering Storm? Was it not he who 
did it > who you ſay went in no Danger, 
did he not perform thoſe noble Acts? And 
when alone he met Hector alone, by Choice 
and uncommanded he oppoſed him. » He 


* 


n ho you ſay went in no Danger.) This is ſpoke 
in Contradiction to what Agamemnon ſaid before, where 
did he go or jtand ? &c. | 

o He threw not in a falſe Lot.] Gr. Jeaninlu. Pri- 
marily it fignifies a Fugitive or Run-away : But here 
by a Fain an it fignifies a Lot, which avoids coming 


out of the Helmet, leſt the Owner ſhould be ſent to 


3 threw 


at 
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threw not in a falfe Lot, a Piece of moiſt 


Earth, but one which ſhould firſt leap from 
the creſted Helmet. This he did, and I was 
by, I that Slave born of a Barbarian Mother! 
Thou Wretch, to what didſt thou refer when 
thou ſaidſt ſo? ? Know you not who was your 
Father's Father, old Pelops, a Barbarian and 
Phrygian, and Atreus who begat you a moſt 
impious Man, who laid before his Brother a 


Supper of his own Children; and you was of 


a Cretan Mother, with whom your Father 
taking an Adulterer, delivered her a Prey to 
dumb Fiſhes, and being ſuch a one doſt 
thou reproach me with my Deſcent who am 
born of my Father Te/amon? Who perform- 
ing the greateſt Deeds in the Army obtain'd 


my Mother, who was of the Royal Race of 


Laomedon, a fele& Gift the Son of Alcmena 
gave him: And fince I am well deſcended 


undertake the Combat. The Poet alludes to a Piece 
of Craft which was once uſed by Creſſphoutes, in caſt- 
ing Lots for Meſſene with the Sons of Ariſtodemus; the 
former threw into the Pitcher a Lot made of wet 
Earth, that it might ſtick to the Bottom. 


p Knzw you not who was your Father's Father.) Teu- 


cer having been reproached by Agamemnon for his low 
Pedigree, like Achilles, returns the Reproach, and re- 
hearſes Agamemnon's, telling him that his Grandfather 


was a Barbarian, his Father a vile Murtherer, and his 


Mother a Foreigner and an Adultereſs : Whom, having 
been vitiated by a Servant, his Father gave to a Sailor 
with a Command to throw her into the Sea; but he 
diſobeyed that Command. Her Story is in the Cretan 


YWomen of Eur:/pices. 
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of two noble Parents, ſhall I ſhame thoſe 
of near Kin to me, whom thou now afflicted 
in ſuch a Misfortune, doſt caſt away unbu- 
ried, nor art aſhamed to ſpeak it: Therefore 


aſſure your ſelf of this, if you caſt him away, 


you ſhall caſt us 4 all three away: Since it is 
plainly better for me to die fighting for him, 
than for your Wite and Brother. Wherefore 
look to it, it no leſs concerns you than me, 
for if you injure me in aught, you will wiſh 
ſome Time you had been more fearful than 
bold to me. 


q All three away.) The Scholiaſts differ in their 


Opinions what three are here meant by Teucer ; whe- 


ther himſelf, Agamemnon and Menelaus ; or himſelf, 
Ajax and Agamemnon; or laftly, himſelf Tecmeſſa and 
Euryſaces. The old Seholiaſt favours the firſt Opinion; 
but 1t is not poſſible to conceive that Teucer ſhould be 
ſo yain as to think himſelf able to oppoſe both the A. 
tridæ together. Triclinus inclines to the ſecond, as if 
Teucer had faid, I will kill you firſt tho” J die in his 
Defence, &c. But as Teucer was here endeavouring to 
move Agamemnon to Pity, it is probable he would en- 
deavour it by that miſerable Spectacle of Euryſaces and 
Tecmeſſa, ſitting in a ſuppliant Manner before the Corpſe, 
as they had been deſired to do by Teucer, | 
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# 


Ac V. Sczxx III. 


Chorus, Ulyſſes, Agamemnon, Teucrus, Tec- 
meſſa, Euryſaces. 
Cho. O King Ulyſſes, you are come in Sea- 
ſon, if you are come not to increaſe, but ap- 
peaſe this Strife. _ 


Uly/ What is the Matter, ye Princes, for 


from far I heard the Voice of the Atride 
concerning this noble Carcaſe. 

Asam. Is it fit we ſhould bear moſt vile 

Speeches from this Man ? | 

Uly/. What Speeches? For I pardon that 
Man who hearing Reproaches, returns them 

ain, 
be Agam. He heard ſome Reproaches, for he 
acted diſhonourably cowards me. * 

. What did he do to you ſo as to me- 
rit that Affront? 

Agam. He ſays he will not ſuffer this dead 
Carcaſe to be without Burial, 

Uly/. May a Friend ſpeak the Truth, and 
yet continue in his former Friendſhip. 

Agam. Speak, for I were unwiſe if I allow 
it not, fince I eſteem you the greateſt Friend 
of all the Grec:ans. 

Uly/. Hear me now; nor, by the Gods, 
ſuffer this Man to be caſt out unpitied; let not 
Violence by any Means overcome you to hate 
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him ſo much as to trample upon Juſtice: For | 


this Man was once to me the greateſt Ene- 
my in the Army, ſince the Time I overcame 
in the Tryal about the Arms of Achilles: 
But tho' he is ſo great an Enemy to me, I 
would not diſhonour him ſo as to deny, that 
I have proved him the greateſt Man fs all the 


Grecians who came from Troy, except Achil- 


les, Wherefore it 1s not juſt that he ſhould 
be diſhonoured of you ; for it is not him bur 
the divine Laws you violate: It is not juſt to 
injure a great Man, tho' he be dead, not al- 
though you hate him. 

Agam. Do you contend with me, U 72 
about him: 

Uly/. hated him while it was juſt to hate. 

Azam. And even dead is it not juſt that 
you inſult him? 

Uly/. O Agamemnon, glory not in Advan- 
tages not fairly got. 
Agam. * It is not eaſy for a King to be re- 
ligious. 


Uly/. But it is a good Saying, s Honour is 


due to F riends. 


r It is not eaſy for a King, &c.] Becauſe often Exi- 
gences of State, and Maxims of Policy, require them 
to act unjuſtly for the publick Good: Yet this fo open 
a Confeſſion hardly becomes Agamemnon himſelf, or any 
Prince to make in ſuch a Caſe. 

Honour is due to Friends.) Here Ulyſſes argues a- 
ff NO 10 a moral 1 » as if he ſhould 


Agen. 


AJAX 73 
Agam. It becomes a good Man to obey 


thoſe in Power. 

U Peace, then you overcome when by 
your Friends you are preyailed upon. 

Agam. Remember to what Man thou 
granteſt this Favour, 

Uly/. This my Enemy was yet a great 
Man. 

Agam. What doſt thou do, thus to 16 pect 
thy dead Enemy ? 

Uhy; With me Compaſſion overcomes En- 
mit 

4, am. Such are a ſtupid kind of Men. 

Ub: Many there be now Friends, who 
may hereafter turn Enemies. 

Ham. Doſt thou therefore like to have 
ſuch Friends? 

Uly/; like not a ſtubborn Diſpoſition. 

Agam. Thou makeſt us now appear timo- 
rous. 

Ly. No, but rather juſt before all the 
Grecians. 
Agam. Doſt thou therefore adviſe me to 
ſuffer this dead Body to be buried ? 
1 * I do, and I my ſelf ſhall come to 
this. 


ſay, every Man ought to liſten to his Friend when he 
counſels well, therefore you ought to liſten to me: To 
whom Agamenmon anſwers by another, viz, that good 
Men ought to obey their Prince, ſo u__ you to obey 
me, and not give you Advice. 
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74 A 
am. It is always thus, every Man la- 

— for himſelf. 3 | 9 6 

Uly/. For whom ſhould I rather labour 
than for my ſelf ? | 

Ham. This ſhall be called thy Deed, not 
mine, | 

Uly/. According as you act, you ſhall every 
where be reckoned good or bad. 

Agam. But be aſſured of that, that I could 

nt thee a greater Favour than this; but 
he ſhall, both in Life and Death, moſt hated 
be to me: But you may do as you pleaſe. 


Acr V. SckxE the laſt. 


Chorus, Ulyſſes, Teucrus, Tecmeſſa, Euryſaces. 


Teuc. Whoſoever, Ulyſſes, denies that you 
are a wiſe Man, is himſelf unwiſe. 

Ny Now, Teucrus, from this Time for- 
ward I declare to you, that as much as he was 
before my Enemy, I am now his Friend, and 


deſire to help to bury this dead Body, to la- 


bour with you, and leave nothing unper- 
formed which Men owe to the greateſt He- 
roes. | 

Teuc. Excellent * , in every Thing I 
commend thee, thou haſt diſproved my bad 


Opinion of thee: Tho thou waſt to him the 


greateſt Enemy of all the Grecians, alone 


thou haſt holpen him, nor couldſt bear * 
y 


Ari 08 
thy ſelf alive ſhouldeſt injure him being dead; 


as that furious Commander and his Brother 


would have caſt him forth reproached, with- 
out Sepulture. And may Father Jove, chief 
of Olympus, and the avenging Furies, and re- 
compencing Vengeance, miſerably deſtr 

thoſe Villains, as they unworthily and wi 

Reproach would expoſe this Corpſe: But thee, 
O Son of old Laertes, I fear to ſuffer to touch 
this Sepulchre, leſt I ſhould do what might 
be uneaſy to the Dead; in other Things aſſiſt 
us, if thou wilt: Bring any other from the Ar- 
my to officiate for thee, I ſhall not grieve 


thereat: Other Things I will prepare; thou 
haſt diſcharged the Duty of a good Man to- 


wards us. 


/] would have helped, but if it be not 


acceptable to you that I ſhould do it, I go 


hence commending your Opinion. 
wy * [Exit Ulyſles. 

Teuc. Enough of Time is paſt, ſome 
quickly prepare a deep Grave, others lay 
the tall Tripod over the Fire, to prepare the 
ſacred Waſhings for the dead Body, and let 
one Troop of Soldiers from the Tent bear 
his Armour, warlike Ornaments: And thou, 
O Child, as well as thou can'ſt lovingly touch 
him, and raiſe up his Sides with me: For 
his Veins yet warm, ſend upward his black 
Blood. Let every one preſent who calls 
himſelf a Friend to Ajax, haſten and help 

| this 
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this brave Man, than whom no better lives 
while he ſurvived : This I affirm. 

Cho. Even wiſe Men learn many Things 
by Experience; but the wiſeſt of Men are 
not able to foreſee what will happen here- 


after. 


t Even wiſe Men learn, &c.] See the Notes on 
Oedipus Tyrannus, Act V. Scene the laſt. 
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Dramatis Perſonæ. 


Tutor to Oreſtes. 


Orefes Prince of Argos, Son of Agamemnon, 
and Clytemneſtra. | 


Electra and Cbryſotbemis his Siſters. 
Pylades Prince of Phocis, Friend to Oreftes. 


Agiſthus, King of . and Huſband to 
Chiammiſtra. 


Clytemneſtra his Queen. 


Chorus, compoſed of the princi ipal Ladies of 
Mycena. 


SCENE before the Royal Palace at Mycena. 
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The ARGUMENT. 


# HE Subject of this Tragedy is Ore- ; 
% ſtes's Return from Phocis, whither | | 
be had been ſent an Infant by his 
Siſter Electra from the Cruelty 4 
Fgyſthus and Clytæmneſtra, and likewiſè the 
Method he took to revenge his Father's Death, | 
by theirs who had murthered him. But the Wo 
Poet calls it Electra, for the ſad Complaints 
which that Princeſs makes for the Death of ber 
Father, her Sufferings under the tyrannical 
Government of bis Murtherers, the ſuppoſed 
Death of her Brother, and her exceſſive Foy 
when he 1s diſcovered to her. The other tuo 
Greek Tragedians have likewiſe treated upon | 
this Subject, but their Tragedies are very dif- 
ferent. 


This 
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This of Sophocles exceeds the other two, yet 
is it not without its Faults, but they are ſuch 
as its Beauties may very well atone for. The 
Unity of Time, Place and Action, he well ob- 
ſerves ; the Thoughts are noble, and the Diction 
beautiful. The chief Fault of which the Poet 
is guilty, is in one Part of Electra's Chara- 
Ger, who tho ſhe is repreſented every where as 
a Princeſs of an heroic and generous Diſpo/;- 
tion, yet ſuch Cruelty as ſhe expreſſeth in pro- 
moting her Mother's Death is not at all becom- 
ing her Sex, and the Theatre is, or ought to be 
an Enemy to all kind of Cruelty. However 
Euripides 7s fill more faulty in this kind, for 
his Character of her is more cruel than that of 
Sophocles, or Æſchylus; and the Choephori of 
the latter, in which he hath treated on this 
Subject, ſcarce deſerved the Name of a Tra- 
gedy : But as this Art was not arrived at any 
great Degree of Perfection in his Time, he ts 
excuſable. 

he Moral of this Fable is help d out by the 
late Return of Oreſtes from Phocis, which 
was twenty Years after his Departure from 
Argos; which 1s, that though the divine ee, 
long defers the Puniſhment of the Wicked, yet 
it will at laſt overtake them; and that there 
are no Crimes God will puniſh with more Se- 
verity than Murther, Adultery, and Uſurpa- 
tion. 


Ac r 
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Ac r I. ScExz l. 


Tutor of Oreſtes, Oreſtes, Pylades. 
Tutor. Son of Agamemnon, who 
Hoh formerly lead the Grecian 
G3 Troops againſt Troy, hence 
= you may deſcry the deareſt 
Proſpect to your longing Eyes. Here on 
the Right Hand is the ancient City Argos, 
and the Foreſt of the b mad Daughter of 


— 


a Here on the right Hand is the ancient City of Argos. 
The Scholiaſt ſeems to make Mycenæ the ſame with 
Argos, but they are diſtinguiſh'd by Horace, Ode 7. 
Lib. 1. Argos was the ancient Seat of the Kings of 
the Argives, and was built about the Time of the Pa- 
triarch Jacob. OTA 

o Mad Daughter of Inachus.] Je is here meant, 
who being beloved by Jupiter, was by him turn'd into 
a Cow, that thereby ſhe might be ſafe from the Jea- 
louſy of Juno. Juno underſtanding this, ſent Argos, 
who had a hundred Eyes, to keep her; but Jupiter ſent 
his ly Son Mercury, who killed Arges and turned him 
into a Peacock; at this Juno inraged, inſpired Io with 
Madneſs, whereupon ſhe ran into Egypt, and was there 
worſhip'd by the Name of fs, and the Sea ſhe paſs'd 
over was from her called the Ianian Sea. 
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Tnachus : There, Oreſtes, is the Lycian Fu- 
rum © of the God of Day, and there on the 
Left is the famous Temple of Juno: The 
City at which we are arrived is 4 rich Myce- 
næ, and this is the bloody Houſe of Peheps's 
Sons. It was from hence I took you from 
your Siſter's Hand, to fave you from your 
Father's cruel Deſtiny. Since then I have 
with much Care brought you up, that being 
arrived at this Age you might revenge your 


* the God of Day.] Gr. An, $45. The 
various Reaſons aſſigned why Apollo is ſo called, are 
his being a Shepherd to Admetus, and fo deſtroying 
Wolves, wherefore Wolves were facrificed to him; or 
becauſe that Animal was facred to him, as the Hind to 
Diana; whence the Argians had Wolves ſtampt on their 
| „as the Athenians had Owls : But the moſt 
probable Reaſon is this; Apollo is the Sun, at the Ap- 
pearance of which the avz«pu;; or Morning Dawn diſ- 
appears, it being of the fame Colour with a Wolf. 
Therefore I vanflate it the God of Day. He had a 
very ancient Temple at Argos, which is here call'd 
Aſees Aue, Wherein was a Fire which was faid to 
have deſcended from Heaven : There were alſo two 
Temples, one in Thebes and another in Athens ſacred to 
the ſame God, called AGι,,; Or h Aαν,j,Eů Arn. 
„. Dr. Potter tells us, that the Lycean Forum at Ar- 
gas was dedicated to him, in Memory of his delivering 
the Argives from Wolves. | 

d Rich Mycenz.] This Epithet is given to Mycene 
both by Homer, who calls it FeAvggureis q Mess and 
Horace, who calls it Dites Mycenas, Lib. I. Od. 7. It 
was thus enriched by Agamemmnen ; but after his Death 
it began to decay, and in the firſt Year of the 781 O- 
lympiad, 466 Years. before the Birth of our Saviour, 
was entirely demoliſh'd by the Argians. 

; | Father's 
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Father's Death. Now therefore, Oreftes, and 
you moſt faithful Pylades, we mult ſeriouſly 
conſult in a ſhort Time what is to be done: For 
now the clear Light of the Sun chears up he 
Morning Voices of the Birds, and the dark 
Night is vaniſhed with the Stars. Before any 
comes out of the Palace we muſt join in cloſe 


Debate, fince we are arrived at a Junqure 


which admits of no Delay, but demands ſpee- 
dy Execution. | 


Oreſt. Thou faithfulleſt of Friends, and beſt 


Supporter of my finking Fortunes, who daily 
ſheweſt me ſome freſh Tokens of thy Affecti- 
on and Tenderneſs for me! As a generous 
Courſer, who, tho' old, loſes not his Courage 


in the greateſt Extremities, but kindles into his 


ancient Fires; ſo you not only excite me by 


your Counſels, but give me your Example. 


erefore give earneſt Attention to my Words, 


and correct me if you find I ſpeak: not to the 


Purpoſe. When I came to conſult the Pythz- 


an Oracle, that I might learn how could take 


Revenge of the Murtherer of my Father, 
Phebus gave me this Anſwer, which you 
ſhall hear. That I muſt ſteal upon him un- 


provided of Arms or Troops, and with my 


Hands take juſt Revenge, by killing him. And 
ſince we have heard ſo plain an Oracle, you, 
going when you find a f 
95 may know all that paſſeth in the Palace, 
at when you have ſeen all you may give us 


a perfect Account. For at this Age, and af- 


G 2 ter 


avourable Opportuni- 
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ter ſo long Time fince they ſaw you, they will 
not know you, nor will they have the leaſt Suſ- 
picion of you, being thus equipped. Tell 
them that you are a Phocean Stranger, ſent by 
a © Man of Phanoteus, for he is their chief Al- 
ly; and tell them, f confirming it by Oath, 
that you are ſent to give an Account, that O- 
reſtes died a violent Death, *® tumbled from his 


« A Man ef Phanoteus.] Phanateus is a Village in 
the Neighbourhood of Delphi, which was formerly 


called Panope, as Strabo tells us. nrg 5* 5 us Or- 


Ls, cmopye T6T; aiex AteBadiay Tool. 

t Confirming it by Oath.] One might with ſome 
ſeeming Juſtice object, that Saphocles in thefe Words 
encouraged Perjury : But the Scholiaſt very well clears 
him from the Imputation of this Crime, in theſe Words. 
Af > aw 101 Tmebicf, 14) beg T6 r dhe vg Dart hen 
oppo. wrt eis Jedi irie dvavifey, ia 1 Lig 
wound 25 %, For he ought to obey the God who ex- 
horts him to do every Thing by Fraud; ſo that where- 
in he ſeems to act wickedly by forſwearing himſelf, he 
therein acts piouſly in obeying the God. And thus is 
Abraham juſtiſied, when he would have offered up his 
Son IJſaac; and the /raezlites likewiſe, when they bor- 
rowed of the Egyptians Jewels of Silver, and Jewels of 
Gold, and ſpoiled them. Exod. xii. 35, 36, 

s Tumbled from his Chariot.) Here is a very conſi- 
derable Fault in the Conſtitution of this Piece, for the 
Pythian Games, where Oreſtes is here feigned to be 
ſlain, were not inſtituted until five hundred Years after 


he was dead; this Falfhood ruined the Probability of 


the Piece, of which it is the Foundation. Sophocles 
need only have feigned, as AÆAſchylus did, that he was 
killed ſome other Way: It is true Vingil hath as great 
an Anachroniſm, yet the Abſurdities of one do not 
juſtiſy thoſe of another. 

Chariot 


1/9 
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Chariot at the“ Pythian Games. Be that thy 
Tale. But I, after I have adorned my Fa- 
ther's Tomb, as Apollo commanded me, with 
Libations and Hair clipt from my Head, will 
come hither again, bringing in my Arms the 
brazen Urn, which you know is hid hard by 
in a Thicket, that we may more eaſily de- 
ceive the Aſſaſſins, by bringing them the Con- 
firmation of the agreeable News, that my 
Body is burnt and reduced to Aſhes. Why 
ſhould it grieve me to paſs for Dead, fince it 
is plain by my Actions that I am alive, and 
am about to gain immortal Honour ; for I am 
perſuaded that no unfortunate- Oracle can be 
attended with ſo much Advantage: i For T 


b Pythian Games.] They were firſt inſtituted in Ho- 
nour of Apollo, for killing the Serpent Python. WI 

i For have oſten ſeen wiſe Men, &c.] The Scho- 
liaſt tells us, that Sophocles in this Place underſtands 
Pythagoras, who incloſed himſelf in a Hole in the 
Earth, cauſing his Morher to give out that he was 
dead; and afterwards appearing, . taught the Doctrine 
of Tranſmigration of Souls, confirming it by his own 
Example, ſaying, that before the Trojans, he was - 
thalides the Son of Mercury, afterwards Hermotimus, 
and laſt of all Pythagoras. But it is not probable that 
Oreſtes ſhould hint at the Hiſtory of a Philoſopher, who 
did not appear in the World until fix hundred Years 
after his Death; fome, indeed, ſuppoſe that he meant 
Ulyſſes, particularly Dacier, who in aſcribing this Acti- 
on to him ſaith. Comme Ulyſſe, gui apris avoir paſſe 
pour mort pendant pluſieurs annees, arrive chex luy, tus les 
pourſulvans de ſa femme, & reitablit Pordre & la tran- 
quillite dans /es eflats. But with Submiſſion, I muſt, 


G 3 | have 
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have often ſeen wife Men falſly reported to be 


; 1 | dead, and after, when they have returned home, 
LAT they were honoured more; fo I promiſe my 
_ ſelf Happineſs, that after I have every where 


4 ſpread the Report of my Death, I ſhall ap- 

4 _ pear as a Star to my Enemies, and ſhall ſtill 

' ſhine. But O my Father's Land, and Gods 
who there preſide, receive me kindly in 
theſe Enterprizes; and thou, O my Father's 
Palace, for I come to waſh away thoſe Stains 
by which thou art polluted, incited by the 
Gods; ſend me not away diſhonoured out of 
the Land, but greatly enriched, and Poſſeſſor 
of the Palace. I have faid enough. Be it 
thy Care, old Man, now going away, to exe- 
cute thy Charge, and we will retire; the Sea- 
ſon is now favourable which decides all Affairs 
among Men. 

Electra within.) Wo is me a Wretch! 
Tutor. I think I hear from within the 
7 Gates & ſome, of the Servants weeping. 
V nd Oreſtes. is poor Electra? Wilt thou that 
MES we ſtay to hear her Sorrows?! 
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with the Scholiaſt, be againſt this Notion; ſor ſince 

Orac les, which were conſulted on that Occaſion, de- 

clared that he was alive, and would certainly return, 
he was not looked upon at Ithaca as actually dead. 

k Some. of the Servants weeping.} The Tutor 
hearing Electra weeping, judges her to be a Servant, 
for neither did that Time of the Day, the Action or 
Place agree with a Perſon of her Rank, yet is it her, 


whereby we may judge of the Exceſs of her Sorrow. 
A” e ter 
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Tutor. By no Means; we will enterprize 
nothing before we have performed the 
— Laxies and bn 
gin, pouring out Libations on your Fathers 
Tomb: Theſe Things will gain us Victory, 
and Power of doing what is to be done. * 


Acr I. Scens II. 


Electra alone. 


Ele. O ſacred Light, and Air equally ſur- 
rounding the Earth; wo is me! How often 
haſt thou heard my Complaints, how many 
repeated Blows with which I ſtrike my Breaſt 
haſt thou ſeen, when the dark Night is paſt? 
For what is done in the Night, my loath- 
ſome Bed and the ſorrowful Chamber are con- 
ſcious of, how I lament my miſerable Father, 
whom in a On Land _ Death bore 
not away. my Mather, and the Conſort 
of her Bed A, 2 ſplit his Head with a 
' bloody Ax, as the Wood - cutters do an Oak. 
No Lamentation is heard from any other ne 
from me, for you, O Father, Song and 
miſerably ſlain. But I will not ceaſe — 
— and ſad Complaints, while be- 
hold the twinkling Stars, and while the ſacrod 
Flambeau of the e Day affords me Light; but 
like the miſerable Daughter of Pandion who 
bath loſt her Young, I will make my Cries 

ons all around before my Father's Gates. 
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88 FLECTRA. 
O Houſe of Pluto and Proſerpine! | O infer- 


nal Mercury, and facred Execration! And ye 


Furies, the venerable Children of the Gods! 
You ſee thoſe that are unjuſtly ſlain, and ſtolen 
Embraces: Come, O help me to revenge the 


Murcher of my Father, and {end my Brother 


to me, for alone I cannot bear this preſſing 
Burthen of Grief. | 


Acr I. Sc III. 


Chorus, Electra. 


Cho. O Electra, Daughter of a moſt unna- 
tural Mother, why doſt thou ſo inconſolably 
grieve, lamenting Agamemnon, who ſo long 
ago fell into the Snares of a moſt deceitful 
wicked Woman, and was {lain by her impious 


Hands? May he periſh who committed theſe 
Crimes, if it be juſt for me to ſay ſo. 


Elect. Offspring of noble Parents, thou 
art come to * in my Sorrows; 1 
know, and am ſenſible, my Grief is too ex- 
tra vagant, nor am I ignorant of all that you 


can alledge, yet will I never ceaſe to lament 


I 7 Mercury.) He was, according to the Po- 
ets, the Meſſenger of all the Gods, and his Office was 
to conduct departed Souls ta their deſired Ely/ium, Hur. 


Lib. 1. Od. 10. 


Tu pius lætis animas reponis ; 
Sedibus -- 
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my murthered Father: Wherefore my Com- 
panions, who ſo well repay the Kindneſs 
which I have for you, ſuffer me here I be- 
ſeech you, to pine away with Grief. 

Cho. But neither with Lamentations or 
Prayers ſhall you raiſe your Father from the 
Lake of Pluto, the general Rendezvous of all 
the World; but by this complaining you aug- 
ment your Woes, and periſh in thoſe Evils 
for which there is no Remedy; for why doſt 
thou abandon thy ſelf to unſupportable Sor- 
row ? | | 
Elect. He muſt be very inſenſible who 
could forget his Father who died ſo miſera- 
bly . But for me, my greateſt Comfort is to 
imitate the plaintive Bird, the n Meflenger of 


m Meſſenger of Jove.] The Swallow ſo called from 
giving Notice of the approaching Spring, or rather the 
approaching Day; fince the Ancients called Jupiter 
the Day; according to Macrobius. Saturn. Lib. I. 
Cap. 15. | | 
He is feigned by the Poets to have been firſt called 
Progne, the Daughter of Pandion, King of Athens: She 
married Tereus, King of Thrace, and being defirous to 
have her Siſter Philame/a with her to keep her Compa- 
ny, ſent Tereus for her ; but upon the Road he raviſh- 
ed her, and cut out her Tongue, leſt ſhe ſhould diſ- 
cover him, But ſhe repreſented the Story in Needle- 
work ſo well, and ſent it to her Siſter, that ſhe ſoon. 
perceived her Huſband's Villainy; to revenge which, 
ſhe murthered their Son Itys, and ſat him before them 
to be eaten; at which Tereus enraged, ran at her with 
a drawn Dagger, but ſhe fled, and was turned into a 
Swallow, Tereus into an Owl, and Pbilamela into a 


Jove, 
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oo ELECTRA. 
Fove, who always laments her dear Its: O 
molt miſerable Nzobe, I worſhip thee as a God- 
deſs, who turned into a Stone Sepulchre for 
ever weepeſt. 


Cho. Thou art not the only of all Mortals 
who hath known Sorrow ; wherefore why doſt 


thou exceed all thoſe to whom thou art rela- 


ted in Exceſs of Grief? n As Chryſothemis, and 
Ipbianaſſa, and Oreſtes kept in Private, who 
ſupport their Afflictions. 
Ele#. O happy Oreſtes ! whom in an Eſtate 
worthy thy royal Birth, the noble Land of 
Mycenæ will receive, when Jove ſhall deign 


to conduct him hither, I continually in this 


miſerable State wait for him, abandoned by 
all the World, without Children, without 


Marriage, and am always wet with Tears. 


Theſe are my ſad Evils, but he forgets all his 
Sufferings, and thoſe Accounts of mine of 
which I have informed him; for what falſe 


Ni htingale, and Itys into a Pheaſant. Hor. Lib. IV. 
Od. 12. 


- Ityn flebiliter gemens ; 
Infeltx avis. w————— — 


n Chyſothemis and Iphianaſſa.] Euripides, and other 
Poets, contend that Ipbigenia and Iphianaſſa were the 


fame, with whom Triclinus agrees: But, with Submiſ- 
Hon, that muſt be a Miſtake, fince the former had been 


ſacrificed by her Father to Diana at Aulis before his 
Death, and Sphocies ſpeaks of the latter as alive; be- 


hides, the old Scholiaſt cites an Author, who ſays, A. 
gamenman had four Children. 
ö 


- 


Meſſage - 


Meſſage does he not ſend? He is very impati- 
ent to ſee me, yet that Impatience makes him 
not haſten his Coming. | h 

Cho. Chear up, dear Princeſs, chear up; 
Great Jove is in Heaven, who fees and go- 
verns all Things, to whom remit your exceſ- 
| five Anger, and be content, nor yet forget 2 
Enemies: Time is a God which never ſtays, 
nor will the Son of Agamemnon, who poſſeſ- 
ſes Phocian * Cri/a's verdant Bank delay his 
Return, nor the God who reigns over Ache- 
ron, his Revenge. | | 

Elect. But much Time of my Life is gone 
without Hope, nor can I ſtill preſerve the 
| leaſt, who fade without Children, whom no 
Friend protects. But as a Stranger unworthy 
my Royal Birth, I lodge in my Father's Pa- 
lace, clad with vile Garments; and know all 
the Extremities of Want. 
Cho. O miſerable Report of your Father's 
Return! And miſerable Night when he lay . 
in his Palace! Since there he received his 
mortal Wound: That cruel Deed Deceit com- 
manded, Luſt flew him; but both prepared 
| themſelves for that Crime by another; whe- 
ther it were ſome God or Man who did it. 
Ele. O that Day which of all Days was 
moſt bitter to me! O Night! O dire Griefs of 


© Crifa's verdant Bank.) Criſa, or Criſſa, a Town 
of Phocis near the Corinthian Bay; it was built by Criſg 
fu, the Son of P hacts, 


a Sup- 
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a Supper when my Father was aſſaſſined by 
thoſe per fidious Wretches; my dear Father, 


the Blows which then they gave you, have 


been fatal to me likewiſe. O may great Jove 
grant they may ſuffer a Puniſhment equal to 
their Treachery; nor may they ever taſte De- 
light, who committed ſo horrid a Crime. 
Cho. Look that you ſay not overmuch, haſt 
thou no Thought how great Evils thou bring- 
eſt upon thy ſelf? And do you not fee, that 
by your Impatience aud ſeeking continuallyto 
raiſe new Diſturbances in the Palace, you on- 
ly aggravate your Evils? Ic is dangerous to 
attack thoſe inveſted with a regal Power. 
Ele#. The Greatneſs of the Evil forces me 


to it, nor am I ignorant of my Anger, I know 


it; but in fuch ſad Sufferings I can never ab- 
ſtain from theſe Imprecations. From whom, 
O beloved Race, ſhould I hear a comfortable 
Word? From whom, who thinks with any 
Reaſon? Wherefore let me alone, let me alone 
Comforters ; thele Complaints' I will for ever 
utter, nor will I ever ccale from ee | 

but for ever will lament here. 
_ Cho. I ſpeak with all the Tenderneſs of a 
faithful Mother, that you would not heap Sor- 

row upon Sorrow. 

Ele. Tell me what other Evil have I to 
fear? How can it be well done of me to diſre- 
ard the Dead? Can any one be {o unnatural ! 
5 there were, I would not be honoured of 
thoſe; nor, if I lived with one ſo meek as 
| ſhould 
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ſhould forgive ſuch Wrongs, would I, in Com- 
plaiſance to him, withold from my Father his 
due Tribute of bitter Sorrows. But if the 
wretched murthered King, who is now but 
Earth and Nothing, lies miſerably abandoned, 
and they ſuffer not a Puniſhment equal to their 
Crime ; Shame is no more on Earth, nor Piety 
among Mortals. + 

Cho, I came hither, Princeſs, more for your 
Sake than my own; and if I ſpeak not what 
pleaſeth thee, thou haſt prevailed, and I ſub- 
mit to thee. 

Elect. I am aſhamed, O dear Virgins! if I 
ſeem to you too feeble, nor better able to ſup- 
port my Afflictions; I cannot refiſt the Vi- 
olence of my Evils. O forgive me! for how 
could any Princeſs well deſcended, ſeeing her 
Father's Evils, forbear to mourn like me? 
which I both Night and Day ſee rather grow- 
ing, than decaying; to whom, firſt from my 
Mother who bore me, every Thing proceeds 
which is moſt cruel; then in my Father's 
Palace I live with his Murtherers, and am 
governed by them, am forced to aſk and re- 
ceive of them? Then, what Days do you 
think I paſs, when I ſee Ægiſtbus fitting in my 
Father's Throne, and wearing the ſame Gar- 
ments with him, and facrificing to the Houſ- 
hold Gods where he murthered him? And I 
ſee their laſt Injury, the Murtherer in my Fa- 
ther's Bed with my wretched Mother, if it be 
right to call her Mother, who is ſo vile 1 to 
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94 ELECTRA. 

live with fuch a Villain, and fears no Fury; 
but as if ſhe had nothing to do but to laugh 
and triumph in her Crimes, when that Day 
returns wherein ſhe flew my Father by Fraud, 
in that Day ſhe appoints Dances, and facrifi- 
ceth Flocks to the ſolitary Gods: I, unhappy 
Wretch, who am a Witneſs to theſe execrable 
Deeds, can do nought but weep and languiſn, 
and deplore the miſerable Banquet called the 
Supper of Agamemnon, by my ſelf alone; nor 
is it permitted me toſhew that Exceſs of Grief 
my Heart would wiſh : For my Mother, great 
in Words only, raiſes her Voice, charging me 
with theſe Reproaches: O impious Wretch! 
« Doſtthou — perceive thy Father's Death? 
« Is no other in Grief but you? May you 
« wretchedly periſh, nor may the Gods below 
« ever put an End to thy Complaints”. Thus 
ſhe ordinarily reproaches me, but when ſhe 
hears from any that Oreftes is coming, then 
bitterly ſhe bawls our, ſtanding before me: © Are 
« you not the Cauſe of this? Is not this your 
« Work? Who ſtealing Oreſtes from my 
« Arms, privately ſent him to a foreign 
« Land? But be aſſured you ſhall ſuffer a 
« Puniſhment equal to your Crime”, 'Thus 
ſhe talks with Impudence and Rage, and her 
noble Spouſe being preſent, encourages her 
in this Railery; that effeminate Wretch, 
who is a Reproach to Mankind, who makes 
Wars only in Conſort with Women. But I 


ſtill expecting Ore/tes, the Healer of theſe _— 
0 
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do miſerably periſh, and that Prince always 
deferring to come and execute what he hath 
promiſed me, hath ruined my preſent and 
future Hopes; in ſuch Ills, - my Friends, we 
can neither be wiſe nor pious, but they change 
our Natures, and force us to be bad. 

Cho. Speak, tell me. Dare you ſpeak this 
Language while Ægiſtbus is in the Palace, or 
is he gone from home? 

Ele. Certainly he is abſent, think not if 
he were at home, that I could have the Li- 
berty to ſtay without the Gate, but now he is 
in the Fields, 

Cho. If it be ſo, I dare with fo much the 
more Courage join in your Diſcourſe. 

Elect. As he is abſent, demand what you 
will. 

Cho. I aſk thee, what fayeſt thou of thy 
Brother, is he about returning, or doth he ſtill 
continue abſent; I would know this. 

Elect. He tells me he will come, but doth 
not perform his Promiſe, 

Cho. He who hath in Hand a Matter of 
great Conſequence, ordinarily loves to take 
long Deliberation. 

Elect. But I did not take long Deliberation 
when I faved him. 

Cho. Be of Courage Princeſs, he is too ge- 
nerous to abandon his Friends. | 
: Ele, I ſtill hope, or I had not lived fo 
ong. 
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96 ELECTRA. 


_ Cho, Say no more, Madam, for I ſee your 
Siſter Chryſothemis bearing in her Hands ſepul- 
chral Offerings, which are ordinarily — to 
the Dead. "= 


AcT I. ScExE IV. 


Chr yſothemis, El-®ra, Chorus. 


Chry. What Noiſe is this, Siſter, you make 
before the Palace Gates? Hath not long Time 
yet taught thee to forbear this vain Satisfacti- 


on of abandoning your ſelf to unprofitable 


Griefs? I am no leſs ſenſible than you of our 
Miſeries, and if my Power anſwered to my 
Deſires, I would ſhew what I think of them; 


but in the State I am in, I think it more pro- 


per to v moderate my Reſentments, and not to 
cry out Vengeance againſt my Enemies, when 
I cannot hurt them; ſo I would have thee do. 
Altho' what you judge I know is juit, not 
what I ſay; yet the only Way to live free, is 
to obey thoſe in all Things who have an abſo- 
lute Power over us. 

Elect. It is a fad Reproach that thou ſhould- 
eſt be born of that Father whoſe Daughter 
thou art, and yet forget him, and be fo floth- 


Moderate my e &c.] Literally tranſla- 
ted it will be, to fail with narrower Sails, A Meta- 
phor from Sailors, who when the Winds are violent, 
contract their Sails, left their Ship ſhould be over- 


whelmed. 
fully 
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fully complaiſant to thy Mother; for all theſe 


your Admonitions are learnt of her, and you 
fay nothing from your ſelf. Then chuſe one 
of theſe two Faults, confeſs thou art out of 
thy Senſes, or if thou art in thy Senſes, thou de- 
ſerteſt thy Friends, who ſaidſt juſt now if thou 
hadſt Strength, thou wouldſt ſhew thy Hatred 
of them; but while I deſire to uſe my utmoſt 
Efforts to revenge my Father, you not only 
aſſiſt not, but attempt to divert me from my 
Purpoſe: Theſe Things ſhew your Fearfulneſs; 
wherefore teach me, or learn your ſelf from 
me, what Advantage ſhould I gain by ceaſing 
from theſe Mournings? Do I not live? It is 
true I live miſerably, but yer I live, and that 
is ſufficient for my ſelf. I am troubleſome to 
thoſe perfidious Wretches, and by that Means 
afford Pleaſure to my dead Father, if there be 
any Pleaſure among the Dead. And you who 
boaſt you hate them, in Word alone you hate; 
your Actions ſhew your Words are falſe, who 
on your Life with your Father's Murtherers: 
or me, I can never ſubmit to them, tho' any 
one would give me thoſe Gifts with which you 
are ſo much delighted; let a rich Table ſtand 
before you and your Life roul in Pleaſure ; but 
let that only be my Food, not to do Things fo 
mortifying. I defire not to enjoy your Honour, 
and were you prudent you would renounce it: 
But now while you may be called the Child 
of the beſt of Fathers, you are called your 
Mother's; ſo that in this betraying your dead 
H Father, 
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Father, ad your Friends, to all the World 
you will paſs for a wicked Woman. 

Cho. Nothing in Anger, = the Gods, ſince 
you might both profit by each other's Words, 
if you knew how to follow her N and 
ſhe yours likewiſe. 

Chry. I am accuſtomed, Ladies, to hear 
theſe Diſcourſes from her; nor would 1 again 
have urged her to repeat them, bur I heard 
ſome great Miſchief is like to befall her, 
which will reſtrain her from making theſe re- 
dious Complaints. 

Elect. Speak, tell me what Miſchiefs ; if 
thou wilt tell me any greater than theſe I 
fuffer, I will not contradi& thee, . | 

Chry. Then hear the Sum of what I have 
to tell; they will, if you ceaſe not from theſe 
Mournings, ſend you there where you will 
never ſee the Light of the Sun, but alive in a 
ſubterraneous Priſon, an Exile from this Earth, 
you ſhall chant out your Misfortunes ; where- 
fore look to your ſelf, nor blame me at laft 
when the Evil is come; it 1s ſtill ſoon e- 
nough to be more prudent. 
 Ele&#. This then is what they reſolve to do 
with me. 

Chry, Yes, when Ægiſtbus comes home. 

Ek. O that therefore he would return 
with Speed for my Sake. 

Chry. Why, O Wretch? What haſt thou 


we tor? 
Ele, 
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Ele#. That he would come home, if he 
deſigns to do what you ſay to me. 
Chry. What, that you may ſuffer ſo cruel 
a Puniſhment? Whither do thy Thoughts lead 
thee? 
Elect. To fly as far as poſſible from them 
and you. 
Chry. Have you no Care of your preſent 
Life? 
Ele#. My Life is fo happy that I have 
Reaſon to — it! 
Chry. It would be ſo if you knew how to 
be wile. 
Ele#t, Teach me not to be traiterous to 
my Friends. 
Chry. I teach you not, but to ſubmit to 
thoſe in Power. | 
Elect. Submit to them your ſelf as long as 
you will, it agrees not with my Character. 
Chry. But thar is good Counſel which would 
direct you not to fall through Raſhneſs. 
Ele. If we muſt fall, we will fall in re- 
venging our Father. 
' Chry. Believe me, my Father weil par- 
don us all theſe Complaiſances. 
Eile. Theſe are Diſcourſes which wicked 
Perſons only will approve. 
Chry, Will not you then follow my Counſel? 
Fo _ By no Means, I am not fo void of 
Senſe. 


Chry. Then will I go whither I was ſent. 
; | | H — , Ele 2 10 
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Elect. Whither wouldſt thou go? To 
whom doſt thou bear theſe Sacrifices? 
Chry. My Mother ſends me to offer Libati- 

ons on the Tomb of my Father. 
 Ele#. What haſt thou faid? What to him 
whom above all Men ſhe hates? 
Chry. Whom her ſelf flew, that you would 
fay? | 
"Ele Who gave her this Counſel ? Whom 


doth that Act oblige ? 


Chry. 1 believe ſome Terrors, cauſed by a 


Dream ſhe had laſt Night, put her upon it. 


Ele. 4 0 the Gods of my Father, aſſiſt 
me immediately. | 
 Chry. How doth that Terror raiſe you up 
any Hopes? 

Ele. If you will tell me the Vifion, then 
I will cell you thar. 

Chry, I can fay but little. 

Ele. But ſpeak it, for often ſhort Speech- 
es have ruined and raiſed up Men again. 

Chry, Tis the Report, ſhe thought our Fa- 
ther returned again into the World, and then 


' ſeizing his Sceptre which once he bore, but 


now AÆgiſibus, planted it in the middle of the 
Palace; and that a green Branch grew from 
it, wherewith the whole Land of Mycene was 


40 the Gods, &c.] Electra hearing of the Viſion 
which appeared to Ciytæmneſtra, ſhe prays that now at 
laſt the revenging Gods would ſhew their Power, and 
revenge the Death of Agamemnon, which that Vihon 
ſeem'd to preſage. 


4 _  over- 
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overſhadowed: Theſe Things a certain Perſon 
who was preſent heard, * when ſhe told her 
Dream to the Sun. I know no more than this, 
but that ſhe ſends me on Account of this Fear. 
Now, by the Gods which preſide over this 
Land, I beſeech you liſten ro me, nor fall by 
Imprudence; for if now you reje& my Coun- 
ſel, afterwards you will be forced to ſubmit, 
when you feel the ſevere Scourge of high Diſ- 
pleaſure. | 

Elect. But, O beloved Siſter, lay none of 
thoſe Things on the Tomb which you have in 
your Hands, nor is it juſt or pious to bring 
Funeral Sacrifices or Libations from a Woman 
that is an Enemy to your Father: But hide 
them deep in the Duſt, or throw them a- 
way to the Winds, where none of them ever 
ſhall come to my Father's Sepulchre, that 
theſe Treaſures may be preſerved for her un- 
der the Earth until ſhe dies: For conſider, I 


pray, if ſhe were not the moſt infolent of Wo- 


men that ever lived, would ſhe have adorn- 
ed his Tomb whom ſhe killed, with thoſe ho- 
ſtile Libations ; or: ſeems it juſt to you that 


r She told her Dream, &c.] It was a Cuſtom with 
the Ancients, if they dreamed an unlucky Dream, to 
tell it to the Sun in the Morning; which, as it was 
oppoſite to' the Night, they thought would avert any 
— which that Dream might bring: Strange Super- 

tion 85 
Seems it juſt to you, &c.] It appears by theſe 
Words, that the Ancients thought Men retained the 
{me Affections after Death, which they had enter- 
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our Father ſhould favourably receive theſe 
Gifts upon his Tomb, from her by whom, 
after ſhe had baſely murthered him, * her 
Arms were ſtuck with Pieces of Fleſh cut 


from him? And who, to waſh away the Guilt 


tained when alive: This farther appears from the Story 
of Eteocles and Polynices, Oedipus's Sons, who having 
killed each other in a ſingle Combat, and being burned 
in the ſame Pile, the Flames of their Bodies would 
not unite ; but by parting ſrom each other, demonſtra» 
ted their immortal Hatred when living. 

Bianor's following Epigram informs us of this. 


019203 . was far, Gg rag, M 6 rene, 
TIN 7. gel wich de d gα,HH. 
Kess Ar aiding iduuaccale, * Axig e. 
Maga), xevar x4 rf ali. 
Ka xv ve BAFA craslicy, 4 iecrvol 
Ila 215, a αανο ay a upo Go; lov. 


Within thy Wall, O Thebes, two Brothers lis, 
I bo, thy deceaſed, ceaſe not their Enmity ; 

For from their Bodies en the Pile de fly, 
Enroged Corpuſcles juſtling in the Sky ; 

With painted Fury eagerly they meet, 

Then in Auerſion ſcornfully retreat. 

Unhappy Youths, by Fates deny'd tg have, 

The peaceful Slumbers of a quizt Grave, 


There is a Paſſage in Virgil to the fame Purpoſe, 
AEneid. VI. v. 655. ----- Eadem ſequitur tellure repoſtos, 
So here Electra argues, that as Agamemnon, tho? dead, 
had Reaſon to hate Cly:!zmneſtra who had ſo barbarouſly 
murthered him, it is but reaſonable to think he would 
deteſt any Offerings paid by her on his Tomb. | 
Her Arms were ſtuck with Pieces of Fleſh.) It was 
uſual for thoſe who ſlew others to achroterize, or * 
Ye 0 
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of Murther, had the Courage to u wipe her 
| bloody Hands upon his wounded Head? But 
doſt thou think theſe Libations will free her 
from the Guilt of the Slaughter? It cannot be; 
but quit your Deſign, and cutting from your 
Head the Ends of your Hair, join with it that 
little which I have left to teſtify my wretched 
State: Theſe Gifts are but ſmall, yer ſuch as 
I have, And with my Hair, offer likewiſe 

my Girdle, not enriched with Ornaments of 
Gold, and falling down before him, pray that 
he may come from the Earth a friendly 
Aſſiſtant againſt our Enemies, and ſend O- 
reſtes alive with a ſuperior Power to attack 
them; that hereafter with richer Gifts we 


off Pieces of the Outſides of the Fleſh of the Party 
lain, and fix them under their Armpits, which would, 

as they ſuppoſed, diſable him from ſending Furies from 
the Dead to revenge the Murther. The Word which 
denotes this Action, Sophocles takes from Æſchylus, Who 
hath the Word {uaya>i&s. Thus was Dei phobus uſed 
by Helene, as we read in the fixth ned of Virgil. 


Deiphobum vidi lacerum crudeliter ora, 
Ora manuſq; ambas, populatag; tempora raptis 
Auribus, & truncas inhoneſla vulnere nares. Dacteg, 


n To wipe her bloody Hands.) Another Superſtition 
much like the other was, that the Murtherer always 
took Care to wipe his bloody Sword and Hands, in 
the Hair of the Perſon ſlain, thinking with the Blood 
to waſh away likewiſe all the Guilt of the Crime. 
This reſembles the Action of which Salomon ſpeaks, 
Prov. xxx. V 20. Such is the Way of an adulteraus 
Woman, fbe eateth and wipeth her Mauth, and ſaith, I 
have done no WWickedneſs, Dacikx. 


H 4. may 
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may crown his 'Tomb, than what we now 
beſtow. For I am perſuaded that his Care for 
us obliged him to ſend theſe Dreams which 
have filled her with all this Horror. Where- 
fore, Siſter, join your ſelf to me, labour for 
me and yourſelf, and that moſt beloved of all 
Men which is now in the Grave, our com- 
mon Father. 
Cho. This Maid ſpeaks piouſly, and thou, 
if thou art wiſe, wilt follow her Counſel. 
Chry. I will follow it, for when your De- 
mand is juſt, I have no Reaſon to oppoſe it, 
but to haſten to Action. I will keep this as 
a Secret, and adjure you, my Friend, to do 
the ſame, for if our Mother hears it, this 
Attempt will be fatal to me. 


Acr I. ScErxE V. 


Chorus. 


u STROPHE. 


If I am no miſtaken Prophet, nor depri- 
ved of all my prophetick Light, the Goddeſs 


t Strophe, &c.] Theſe Words Strophe and Anti- 
rophe, fo often mentioned, denote the Movements of 
the Chorus in finging; when they ſung the Strophe, 
they turned from the Right Hand to the Left; and 
when the Anti/trophe, they turned from the Left Hand 
to the Right: The Charus was divided into two 
Parts or Semi-chorus's, as among the Hebretus, the 
Right Hand Troop began and advanced toward - 
; | 9 
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of Vengeance comes who always knows her 
Time, her Hands are armed with Power and 
Juſtice, and very ſoon too you will ſee her. The 
agreeable Recital of this Dream gives me this 
Confidence, for it is not poſſible that your Fa- 
ther King of the Grecians ſhould forget the 
Treatment he received, nor that old bra- 
zen Axe which flew him with moſt 


Blows. | 
ANTISTROPHE. 


But the brazen footed Fury will come with 
an hundred Feet and an hundred Hands, 
though now concealed in Darkneſs, and will 
puniſh thoſe wicked Wretches for their crimi- 
nal Marriage, a Marriage which a horrible 
Aſſaſſination preceded. Wherefore I am per- 
ſuaded that the Aiders and Abettors of this 
Crime will feel the Effects of this Dream, 
For humane Predictions are of no Force to 
interpret dreadful Dreams, or divine Oracles, 
if this Night's Phantaſm bring not to us ſome 
good Effect. 


Epopos. 


O moſt unfortunate Chariot Race of Pe- 
lops How unhappy thou wert to this Land, 


Left, and (according to the Diviſion of the Theatre) 
this was the Strophe; and when that had done, the Left 
Hand Troop turned toward the Right, that was the 
Antiſtrophe. The Epodos is what the Chorus ſang laſt, 
till they ſang again after the next Act. c 
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106 ELEC TR A. 
for ever ſince that fatal Moment in which 


Myrtilus with ſuch Indignity was quite 


tumbled down from his Chariot, and thrown 


into the Sea, this Houſe hath been plunged 
into numberleſs Calamities. 


Ac II. ScEkxE I. 


tæmneſtra, Eledra, Chorus. 


8 OU ſeem to walk about with 
| Liberty enough, becauſe A. 
| g1/thus is not at home, wha 

always reſtrained you, leſt 
when you are our, you reproach your Friends. 


u In which Myrtilus.] This Myrtilus was Son of 
Mercury and Coachman to Oenemaus, who one Cor: 
tupted by Pelhps with the Promiſe of Part of his King- 
dom contending in a Chariot Race with Oenomaus, cau- 
ſed the Chariot Wheel in which his Maſtex rode to be 
ſo looſe that it flew off, whereby he fell down and 
broke his Neck. But Pelops ill rewarded him for his 
Treachery, for taking him with him when he ſtole 


Hlippodamia and carried her into Pelaponneſus, in their 


rney he threw him headlong into the Sca. | 
The Scholiaſt therefore ſays, that Mercury reveng'd 
this Baſcneſs of Pelops to his Son upon all his Deſcen- 
dants. It appears by this Paſſage and ſeveral others, 
that the Pagans believed this Truth, viz. That God 
would puniſh the Iniquitics of the F athers upon the 
Children unto the third and fourth Generation, 


Naw 
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Now as he is abſent, you reſpect not me, nor 
ceaſe to tell all the World that I abuſe my 
Power ; that I treat you and yours with In- 
dignity. I do you no Injury, but reproach 
you, being forced thereto by your Reproaches 
againſt me. Your only Pretence is, that I 
have ſlain your Father; it is true, and know 
it was well done, and I deny it not: Juſtice 
flew. him, and not I alone, whom it was fir 
you ſhould help if you were wiſe, becauſe this 
your Father, whom you always lament atone 
of all the Grecians, had the Barbarity to fa- 
crifice your own Siſter Ipbigenia, not conſi- 
dering a Mother's Throws which Fathers 
feel not. Pray tell me for what Cauſe, for 
whoſe Sake he ſacrificed her? Will you fay it 
was to pleaſure the Grecian; ? What Right 
had they to demand my Childrens Blood? Or 
for his Brother Menelaus? Why ſhould he 
kill my Children for him, and not therefore 
ſuſter Punithment ? Had not * Menelaus two 


x Menclaus two Children.) i. e. Hermions and N. 
o/tratus, tho* Hamer allows him to have had but one, 
viz. the former; but it is an uſual Things with the 
Poets to contradict each other to ſerve their Purpoſe. 
As what different Tales do they tell concerning the 
Fate of Ajax Son of Telamon ? Some ſaying that he 
was kill'd by Paris; others that he was by the Trojans 
ſo overwhelm'd by Stones and Clay that he dy'd, they 
having been inform'd by the Oracle that he was invul- 
nerable by Sword; others, with whom Sophocles agrees, 
ſay he kill'd himſelf : No leſs Variety is there in the 
Relation of the Fate of Autigaue, every Poet making 


Children 
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Children, who it was more fit ſhould die 
than mine, being deſcended of that Father 
and Mother for whoſe Sake this Expedition 
was undertaken ? Had Pluto more Deſire to 
devour my Children than Helens? Or will 
you ſay that wretched Father had no Love for 
my Children, but Menelaus loved his? Do 
not theſe Sentiments declare him unnatural ? 
I think ſo. If I ſpeak different from your O- 
inion, your dead Siſter would ſpeak no other 
— ſhe could ſpeak. My Conſcience 
doth not reproach me for what I have done, 
bur if I ſeem to you to think amiſs, tho' my 
Cauſe I think is juſt, convince me of my Er- 
ror with Reſpect and by ſolid Reaſons. 
Elect.. You ſhall not ſay now that after I 
began to affront you with reproachful Terms, 
you only anſwered me again in the ſame kind. 
But if you will permit me, I would anſwer 
for my dead Father, and for my Siſter, and 
contain my ſelf within thoſe Bounds you have 
preicribed me. | 
Ct. I permit you, for if you had always 
begun with me with this Moderation, you had 
not heard thoſe diſmal Reproaches you com- 
lain of, 
F Elect. Then I ſpeak; you ſay you kill'd my 


Father, and what more baſe Confeſſion can 
be made, whether you kill d him juſtly or 


uſe, among the various Traditions, of that which beſt 
ſuited with bis Purpoſe, 1 


Fd x 
172. 


not? 
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not? But I ſhall tell you that it was not Ju- 
ſtice which arm'd you againſt him, but the 
Perſuaſion of a wicked Man, with whom you 
now live. Examine Diana who preſides over 
rural Sports, for whoſe Puniſhment ſhe 
bound our Fleet in the Port of Aulis. I will 
tell you, for from her we cannot know it: 
My Father (as I hear) one Day diverting 
himſelf at the Foreſt of the Goddeſs, rais'd 
up with his Feet a ſpotted Deer; in killing it 
he boaſted, and happen'd to put out ſome vain 
Word, and from that Latona's Daughter ta- 
king Offence, ſtopt the Grecians in the Port 
that my Father might facrifice his Child for 
a Recompenſe of the Beaſt, for ſuch were the 
Sacrifices of that Goddeſs : Nor was there 
Freedom to be purchaſed upon other Terms 
for the Fleet to go home, or to Ihum: 
Wherefore my Father, being forced by hard 
Neceſſity, after much Reſiſtance facrificed 
her, not for the Sake of Menelaus. Bur if, 

(for I will ſpeak your Purpoſe) willing to 
oblige his Brother he ſacrificed her, was it 
fit that he ſhould for that Reaſon die by your 
Hand? By what Law? Take Care leſt by 
eſtabliſhing ſuch a Law among Men, your- 
ſelf have not Reaſon to repent, and that Law 
be fatal to you: For if we may kill one for 
another, you your ſelf would firſt, if you had 
Juſtice, die: But this is only a falſe Pretext 
to ſerve your own Purpoſe. If you will tell 
me, I pray, what is it that now obliges _ "_ 

lea 
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lead a ſhameſul Life, receiving to your Bed 
that Villain, by whoſe Aid you kill'd my Father, 
and ger Children, but reject the former legiti- 
mate Children, who were deſcended of Parents 
lawfully join'd in Marriage ? How can I ap- 
prove theſe Actions? Or will you fay this that, 
it was to revenge your Daughter? Can you 
fay that without a Bluſh? Is it becoming you 
to marry our bitter Enemy to revenge your 
Daughter? One may not admoniſh you, but 
you report every where that we revile our 
Mother. As for me, I eſteem you no leſs 
my Miſtreſs than my Mother, who live a mi- 
ſerable Life, and am immerſed in many Evils 
which proceed only from you and from your 
Conſort : But the other which is at a Di- 
ſtance, with Difficulty eſcaping your Hands, 
fad Oreſles leads a miſerable Lite. You often 
reproach me that I ſaved him that he might 
one Day puniſh you, and revenge my Father : 
O! IfI were able, I had done it, aſſure your- 
ſelf of that: Wherefore, if you will, declare 
it to all the World that I am the moſt wick- 
ed of all Creatures, the moſt abuſeful, the 
molt impudent; if I have all theſe Qualities 
what can they ſay of me but that I reſemble 
ou. : 
4 Cho. I ſee the Princeſs in great Fury, but 
whether her Fury be juſt or no, I know 
not. 
Clyt. What ſhall I think of her who ha 


treated her Mother with ſo much ien l 


BLIIe ra I. 

And at this Age hath ſpoke with this Impu- 

dence. Do you not think that ſhe is capable 
to do the worſt of Deeds without a Bluſh ? 

Elect. You miſtake me, aſſure yourſelf, that 

I am aſhamed of thoſe Speeches, tho I ſeem 

not to you to be ſo, I underſtand that fuch 

Language is verygndecent in my Mouth, but 


your Hatred towards me, and your Actions 


force me to ſpeak it; for ill Deeds are learnt 
from ill Ones. | 

Cht. O impudent Wretch, do I and my 
Deeds make you ſpeak this Language ? 

Elect. It is from you not me theſe Dif- 
courſes proceed, you commit theſe Actions, 
and theſe Actions produce theſe Diſcourſes. 

Clyt. But by Diana I ſwear this Impu- 
dence ſhall not eſcape unpuniſh'd when Ægi- 
bus comes home. 

Elect. Vou ſee how you are overcome with 
Rage, tho you gave me leave to ſay what I 
would, you have not Patience to hear me. 


Clyt. Wilt thou not ſuffer me to ſacrifice 


in Peace, fince I have permitted thee to ſay 
thy Pleaſure ? 


Elect. I exhort you to do it. Sacrifice, nor 


complain that I interrupt your Prayers, for I 
will ſay no more. 


Clyt. Thou who art preſent [70 | her —_— 


bring Offerings of all Sorts of Fruits, that 
may lay on this Altar ſuppliant Sacrifices to 
Apollo, to deliver me from thoſe Terrors 
wath which I now am ſeized. Now, O __ 
| 9, 
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lo, whoſe Image is worſhipped before the 
Gates of this Palace, hear my ſecret Prayers 
which I addreſs to you, for I am here among 
mine Enemies: , Nor is it fic to reveal all my 
Thoughts when ſhe is near me, leſt out of 
Spirit of Hatred and Calumny ſhe ſpread a 
vain Report thro all the City. But hear me 
who addreſs my ſelf to thee ; if thoſe Spectres 
which I have ſeen this Night, theſe doubt- 
ful Dreams, O Lycian King, be happy, grant 
that they may be accompliſhed ; but if un- 
fortunate, return their Effect upon my Ene- 
mies, and ſuffer them not to caſt me 2 from 
my preſent flouriſhing State, if any contrive 


to do it; but here for ever grant I may enjoy 


y Theſe doubtful Dreams.) Gr. dis. sg, al- 
luding either to the two Gates of Sleep, viz. the 
Horn and Ivory, (for thoſe Dreams which entred at 
the former, were ſuppoſed to be ominous of what 
would certainly come to paſs; the other on the con- 
trary were reckon'd vain and of no Effect.) Or, /e- 
condly, to two Viſions ſhe had ſeen, namely, that for 
which ſhe ſent Chryſathemis to make Libations and Of- 
ferings on the Tomb of Agamemnon, and that for 


which ſhe prays to Apollo; or, thirdly, to the Doubt- 
fulneſs of the Dreams. # | 


2 From my preſent flouriſhing State.] Here is a very 
lively Repreſentation of the precarious State of. the 


Wicked, for Clyt#mneftra here thinks herſelf in a moſt 


flouriſhing Condition, when ſhe had not an Hour to 
live; but is to die in a cruel Manner by the Hands of 
her own Son : So when the Wicked think themſelves 
moſt ſecure and ſay Peace, ſudden Deſtruction comes 
upon them, 


perfect 
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perfect Health, and an uninterrupted Courſe 


of Proſperity, poſſeſs the Palace, and ſway 


the Sceptre of the Atridæ, paſs a quiet Life 


with my Friends with whom I am now, and 
with my Children who have no Ill-will to- 
wards me, nor importune me with their fad 


Complaints. Hear our Prayers, O Lycian 


Apollo, propitiouſly, and give us all other 
Things which we aſk; for I am perſuaded 
that being a God, thou art capable of know- 
ing what I aſk for in Silence. Since Fove is 
your Father, it is impoſſible your Eyes ſhould 


not penetrate the moſt hidden Secrets. 


AcT II. Scexs Il. 


Tutor, Chorus, Clytemneftra, Electra. 


Tut. You Ladies of this Land, how can 
I certainly be informed? Is this the Palace 
of King Agiſtbus ? 


„Vu Ladies of this Land, how, &c.] Here comes 
in the Tutor, with his feign'd Story of the Death of 
Oreſtes, kill'd in the Delphict Games, which Story tho* 
feigned, is beautiful in its Place, and fit to ſtrike an 


Audience with a tragical Horror; for Men are not only 


deſirous in general to know of the Death of any great 
Man, but likewiſe the particular Circumſtances how he 
came by it. As to the Part of Clytemneſ/tra, it comes 
very d propos, the Moment ſhe had ended her ſecret 
Prayers to Apollo for the Death of Oreſtes, and Ele- 
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Cho. Stranger, it is, chou haſt indeed right- 
ly judged. 

Tut. And is this his Queen ? For her ma- 
jeſtick Air and Garb import the is no leſs. 

Cho. It is true, ſhe is the Queen. 

Tut. Hail deen I come to bring agree- 
able News, both to you and to A 1/thus, 
from a Friend. 

Clyt. I receive the happy Omen, but deſire 
to know who ſent you. 

Tut. One of Phecis of the Town of Pa- 
nope hath ſent this important News. 

Clyt. What, Stranger? Speak: Since you 
are from a Friend, I know well you will ſpeak 


nothing but what is agreeable. - 


Tut. In ſhort, Oreſtes is dead. x 

Elect. Wo is me a Wretch, I am undone 
this Day. | 

Clyt, What fayeſt thou, Stranger? What 
fayſt thou ? Hear not her. 

Tut I ſay now, and ſaid before, that O- 
reſtes is dead. 

Elect. I die a Wretch, I am no more. 

Clyt. You mind your own Affairs. But, 
Stranger, tell me without Diſguiſe in what 
Manner he died. 

Tut. For that I was ſent, and will ſpeak all 
to the ſmalleſt Circumſtance. He coming to 
the famous Aſſembly of the Grecian Youths 

to join in the Delphick Games, no ſooner 
heard the Voice of the Herald loudly pro- 


claiming the F —— in which they firſt 
contended, 
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contended, but he preſented himſelf at 
the Barriers, ſhining with ſuch a. God-like 
Luſtre, that. he gained the Reſpe& and Ad- 
miration of all Beholders: And as his Perſon 
was glorious to behold, ſo were his Actions; 
for he bore away the glorious Prize of Victo- 

I cannot, Madam, give you a perfe& 
Account of all the Actions of this Prince, nor 
was I witneſs to them; but this one Thing I 
ſay, that he returned victorious in the > five 
Conflicts which the Heralds proclaim'd ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom, and was celebrated 
with the loud Acclamations of the People 
who called him Oreſtes the Prince of Argos, 


the Son of Agamemnon, who once raiſed a 


famous Army of Grecians againſt Troy: This 
was his Succeſs. But when rhe Gods reſolve 
to afflict any, he cannot even who is ſtrong 
eſcape: For the next Day when the Sun a- 
roſe, which was the Day of the Chariot 
Courſe, he entered with e many other Cha- 
rioteers When the Judges of the Game 
threw Lots, and rang'd in order the Chariots 
by thoſe Lots, the Signal given by the Sound 


> The five Conflifts.) Gr. nia vis. leaping, 
throwing Quoits, caſting Darts, running and wreſtling. 
Simonides hath comprized them all in one Verſe, 


TA Au, boden, Jiexes, Ano, 1 A 


© Many other Charioteers.] Here I miſs a few pro- 
per Names which I thought to be of ſmall Importance, 
which I hope the Reader will excuſe, | 
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of a brazen Trumpet, the Combatants ruſh'd 
forth, they likewiſe calling to their Horſes, 
ſhook the Reins in their Hands. The whole 
Plain was filld with the Noiſe of rattling 
Chariots, the Duſt was likewiſe raiſed, and 
all mixed together, they nothing ſpared their * 
Spurs that every one might out-run his Rival 
to get before the Breath of his Courſers, 
which breath d on them; and the Breath of 
the Horſes mixed with Duſt rais d ſuch a 
Cloud, that it quite hid their Chariots from 
our Sight. But the young Prince near the 
laſt Pillar ſtill turn'd his Axle- tree, and for 
that Purpoſe letting go the Horſe Siræus on 
the Right Hand, itop'd the other. Hereto- 
fore every Chariot kept its right Order, un- 
til the unruly Horſes of the Prince of Thrace 
by Force bound forward, and by making ma- 
ny Turns, meet Face to Face with the Li- 
byan Chariots, and from this Confuſion one 
ruſh'd forward, and met another. In a Mo- 
ment this Miſchief was general, the whole 
Chriſean Field was fill'd with Wrecks of 
Horſes. But an ingenious Athenian Cha- 
rioteer ſeeing this, turns aſide his Reins, and 
ſtopping his Chariot made it ſtand till, 


thereby to avoid that Confuſion of Horles, 


which perfectly reſembled a Sh ee in a 
tempeſtuous Storm. But Oreſtes being arrived 


at the laſt Column, whoſe Horſes were in the 
laſt Rank, was confident he ſhould gain Vi- 
ctory. As he ſaw this young Athenian the 15 
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ly one that could diſpute the Prize, he made 
a ſmart Noiſe about the Ears of his ſwift 
Horſes, follows up, and both driving up, 
equalled the Horſe Manes of each other; 
now one, now another outſtript each others 
Chariot; and miſerable Oreftes directed right 
his other Courſes, his Chariot ſtill entire, un- 
til ſlacking the left Rein, while the Horſe 
turn d himſelf, imprudently he ſtruck againſt 
the laſt Column, broke the Naves of the 
Axletree, and falls down from his Chariot; 
by his Reins is drag'd, along, and falling on 
the Ground, his Horſes in a furious Manner 
purſue their Courſe, But when the Multitude 
ſaw him fallen from his Seat, they mourned 
the Youth whoſe Fate after having given ſuch 
Proofs of his Conduct and Valour was to ſuf- 


fer ſuch Ns. Now is he born along the 


Ground, now he rais'd up his Legs toward 
the Skies, and the Charioteers who ran with 


him after many Effor:s reſtraining the Race 


of his Horſes, looſed his miſerable Body, 
which was ſo bloody and fo disfigured, that 
none of his beſt Friends could know him ; 
and preſently burning him on a Funeral Pile, 
certain Men of Phocis appointed to that Pur- 
poſe bear the ſad Remains of his Body in a 
{mall Urn, that he may obtain a Sepulchre in 
his Father's Countrey. This is the News 1 
tell you, and even the Recital is affficting, 
but we, who were Witneſſes of the Spectacle, 
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have been forced to avow that we never ſavy 
any Thing ſo terrible. 

Cho. Alas, it ſeems the whole Race of our 
ancient Kings is quite extinct. 

Cut. O Fupiter, what is this, ſhall J call 
it fortunate or evil! I ſee it is profitable 
however ; but that I preſerve my Life by my 
Evils, is a diſmal State, | 

Tut. Why, Madam, are you ſo concern'd 
at this News? 

Clyt. Is any Thing ſo powerful as Nature? 
For when we have brought Children into the 


World, for the very worſt Treatment we can- 


not hate them. 
Tut. As it ſeems, we came hither in vain. 


Clyz, Not in vain. How doeſt thou ſpeak 
in vain, fince thou art come to me; bringing 
certain Signs of the Death of a Son, who, 
forgetting that he was born of me, departed 
from my Breaſts, which gave him Milk, and 
tender Education, and liv'd an Exile with 
Strangers; of a Son, who, ſince he departed 
hence, never returned to ſee me, and accuſing 
me for his Father's Murther, with dreadful 
Threats ſo afflicted me, that neither Night nor 
Day Sleep cloſed my Eyes, but every Mo- 
ment I look'd upon my ſelf as a Victim pre- 
pared for Slaughter ; but this Day I am freed 
from Fear both from Oreſtes and Electra; for 
this Daughter was my greateſt domeſtick 
Evil, drinking my Heart's Blood ; but now 
$8 , R F * 8 a , q uiet 
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quiet, even from Electra's Threats, I ſhall 
cad my Life. 


Elect. Wo is me a Wretch: Now, Oreſtes, 


is it Time to deplore thy Calamity, who 
even in the State thou art in, proveſt the Se- 
verity of a barbarous Mother. By the Gods 
this is not well! | 

Clyt. Not what you expected, but as he 
does, he does well. | 

Elect. d Hear, Nemeſis, the dead Prince, 
who appeals to you. 

Clyt. She heard whom ſhe ſhould, and 
hath done them Juſtice. 

Elect. Now inſult over us, Fortune hath 
favoured you. 

cht Will Oreftes and you never ceaſe 
theſe Menaces ? | 

Ele. We will not only ceaſe, but will 
ſubmit to you. | 

ht. JI cannot ſufficiently expreſs my Obli- 
gations to you for filencing this importunate 


Wretch. [To the Tutor Oreſtes. 


d Fear Nemeſis the dead.) Nemeſis is ſuppoſed to 


be the Goddeſs whoſe particular Care it is to puniſh all 
Injuries which the Living do in Words or Deed againſt 
the Dead; thus in the fifth Act AÆgiſthus after having 
expreſſed his Joy for the News of Oreftes's Death, re- 
ſtrains his Tranſports by theſe Words: & ze: Nipee- 
, & A Wherefore Callimachus in his Hymn of 


Ceres, ſpeaking of the Inſolence of Erijichthion ſays: 


Neuro; d xaxay αννe . Qarey. 


Nemeſis hath recorded this in /olent Speech, 
I 4 Tut. 
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Tut. Therefore ſince all Things are well, 
T have nought to do but to return. 

Clyt. By no means; that were poor Re- 
compence for the Pains you have taken, and 
the Service he did us who ſent you, to let 
you return ſo quickly; but go into the Palace, 
and let her without mourn the Evils of her- 
ſelf and her Friends. I 


Aer l. SCENE III. 


Electra, Chorus. 


Elect. What ſay you, my Companions ? 
Think you ſhe ſadly grieved, ſent out a Sigh, - 
or ſhed one Tear for her Son, who met his 
Fate in a cruel Manner ? No, but the Wretch 
departed laughing. Woe is me poor Maid! O 
dear Oreſtes, who dying haſt deſtroyed me; 
thou art gone and haſt born to thy Tomb 
with thee the only Hope I had, that you 
would ſometime come to revenge my Father 
and deliver me; but now whither muſt I go? 
I am alone deprived of you, and my Father 
too, and reduced to the State of a Slave to 
my bittereſt Enemies, the Murtherers of my 
Father. Ye Gods how am I fallen ? But for 
the future I will not cohabit with theſe Mon- 
ſters. I will go and caſt myſelf before this 
Gate, where deaf to the Voice of Comfort, I 
will wither out my Life: And if the Poſſeſſors 
of the Palace are tired in ſeeing and hearing 
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me, let them kill me; why ſhould I deſire to 
preſerve that Life which only ſerves to pro- 
long my Miſeries? 


AcT II. ScEkxE IV. 


Chorus, Electra joins with the Chorus. 


Ele. © Where are the Thunderbolts of 
Jove? Where is the bright Sun? Are they 
quiet, and overlook theſe Things ? Alas, 
alas! | 
Cho. Why weepeſt thou Princeſs? 

Elect. Alas! 

Cho. Do not exalt thy ſelf, but wait God's 
Leiſure. | 

Elect. Thou undoeſt me. 

Cho. How ? 

Ele. If thou wilt bring me any hope to 
comfort me, under the Loſs of thoſ. who are 


certainly dead, while I languiſh, thou wilt be. 


but more troubleſome, and augment my 
Woes. ' 


here are the Thunderbolts.] The Chorus in the 
former Act comforts Electra with Hopes of Oreſtes's 
Return, ſaying, Chear up, O Child, great Jove is in 
Heaven, &c. but now driven to deſpair by this Meſ- 
ſage, and ſeeing Clytemneſtra indecently rejoice at it, 
doubts whether there be a to ſuffer ſuch Things. 
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ANTISTROPHE Il. 


Cho. I know King Amphiaraus being hid 
was betrayed by the Deceit of a Woman for 


a golden Bracelet, and now among the Dead. 
Ele. Alas! alas! 


Cho. With an immortal Soul he reigns, 


* 1 know King Amphiaraus.] The Story of Amphia- 
raus is thus; he was a very ſkillful Soothſayer, and 
when Adraſtus, King of the Argives, would affert the 
Theban Crown to his Son-in-law Polynices, he was de- 
firous that Amphiaraus ſhould accompany him to the 
Wars; but he knowing that the War would be fatal to 
him, declined going, and hid himſelf leſt he ſhould be 
forced to go, his Wife Eriphyle only being conſcious 
to it. But Adra/tus his Wife Argia, bribed her with a 
golden Bracelet adorned with Gems, and made by YVul- 
can, for which ſhe diſcovered where he was, where- 
upon he was taken by Force to the Wars. When 
therefore he underſtood it would certainly be his 
Ruin, he charged his Son Alemæon to kill Eriphyle, 
which he did accordingly, for which he was tormen- 
ted with Furies ſo that he died, and Amphiaraus was 
ſwallowed up alive in the Earth, This Story Horace 
hints at as an Inſtance, to ſhew the invincible Power 
of Riches, 


— Concidit Auguris 
Argiui domus ob lucrum. 


The Chorus here, to comfort Electra, compares Aa- 
memnon to Amphiaraus, that as he is honoured among 
the Dead for his Knowledge in the Art of prophecying, 


fo will the other for his warlike Exploits: To which 


Electra anſwers to this Purpoſe, the Caſe is different, 
for Amphiaraus had a Revenger of his Death, viz. Alc- 


Ele, 


mæun, but my Father's is loſt in Ore/tes. 
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Elect. Alas 

Cho. Alas indeed, for that Wretch periſhed. 

Elect. Was not Er:phyle puniſhed therefore? 

Cho. Doubtleſs. 

Elect. J know it well, for there was one 
who ſeverely reveng'd the Sufferings of Am- 


hiaraus; but I have none to revenge my Fa- 


ther's, but he whom I had is raviſhed from me. 
STROPHE. 


Cho. Princeſs the moſt unfortunate thar 
ever liv'd. 

Elect. Alas, I know but too many Sorrows; 
their Number and Duration too well I have 
learnt. 

Cho. We know the Cauſe of your Lamen- 
tation. 

Elect. Do not endeavour to comfort me. 

Cho, What ſay ſt thou? 

Elect. There is no hope, my Friends, for he 
is gone in whom my Hopes were placed. 

Cho. Fate attends all Mortals. 

Elect. And muſt all meet that Fate by being 
drag d along by Reins, like that poor Prince ? 

Cho. An unforeſeen Misfortune. 

Ele#. Why not? Since he died in a ſtrange 
Land, where I could not pay him my laſt 
Offices. 

Cbo. Alas, alas! | * 

Elect. Nor had he the Honours of 9 


from me, nor have I ſhed Tears on his Tomb. 
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Chryſothemis, Electra. 


0s T loved Siſter, 8 I am ſo 
MM &@ tranſported with Joy, that I 
forgot the Rules of Decency, 
and came with Specd: For I 
bring you moſt pleaſing News, and declare an 
End of all thoſe Evils which heretofore you 


ſuffered. 


I am ſo tranſported with Jay, that I forgot.) Chry* 
fothemis returning from the Tomb, having offered he 
own and Siſter's Hair, and finding the Libations pour- 
ed out by Oreſtes, and the Bunches of Hair, and that 
Variety of Flowers; proves by a probable Reaſon, 
that Oreſtes muſt be come, ſince that Sort of Libati- 
ons could neither have been offered by Clytemneſtra, 
Electra, or her ſelf, This Argument is anſwered by 
Electra, by giving Chry/othemis an Account of the 
Meſſage of his Death, and that ſhe believed ſome body 
had placed there this Hair, Cc. as Monuments of 
dead Ore/tes, For thus Trichmus explains the Word, 
Mone 'Ogiss rundes 6 Porgux®* © xePanis m1 TWO» FT au- 
1s a, irg mi rage T5 Ape, iva Tis ogav av- 
Tov un, tis u ν A , a. Oel. i. e. A Lock of 
Hair cut from the Head of ſome of his Friends, was 
put upon the Sepulchre of Agamemnon, that it might 
put any one who ſhould ſee it lie, in Mind of Oreſtes. 


Elect. 
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Elect. Where can you find a Remedy from 
our Evils, for which it is not poſſible to find 
a Cure! | | 

Chry. Oreſtes is with us. I believe that it is 
as true as that you ſee me. 

Elect. But thou art mad, my Siſter, and 
laugheſt at thy own Ills and mine. 

Chry. No, I ſwear by our Father's Palace, 


I ſpeak not theſe Things to inſult over your 


Afflictions, but know he is preſent with us. 

Elect. Ah me] Of whom have you heard 
this News to which you put ſuch Faith? 

Chry. I received it from none but my elf, 
having ſeen certain Signs of his Arrival, which 
I cannot doubt. 

Ele. And what certain Signs have you 
ſeen? What have you found, that you chear 
your ſelf with ſuch vain Hopes ? 


Chry. Now by the Gods liſten to me, and 


when you have heard what I have to ſay, then 
you may call me wiſe or ſimple. 


Ele#. Speak therefore, if you find any 


Pleaſure in ſpeaking. 
Chry, I will inform you of all I know. 
When I came to the Sepulchre of my Father, 
I faw Milk freſh poured, flowing in plenteous 
Streams, and his Repoſitory round about ad- 
orned with all Sorts of Flowers. Being ſur- 
. at the Sight, I looked round leſt y 
Man ſhould obſerve me. When I ſaw all 
Things in a profound Silence, I approached 
nearer the Tomb ; and the firſt Thing I ſaw 
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was a Bunch of Hair newly cut. No ſooner I 
perceived this, but the Image of my Brother, 
whoſe dear Remembrance I always preſerve, 
which is preſent with me in my Dreams and 
Imaginations, made me think it his Hair. 
Then taking it up in my Hands, I ſpake no 
ill boding Word, but Tears of Joy ran down 
my Eyes, and I was convinced, as I am till, 
that theſe Ornaments could not come from 
any but himſelf. For with whom doth it a- 
gree but you and I to offer ſuch Libations? I 
did not that I know, nor you; for how could 
you offer them, to whom it is not permitted 


to leave the Palace h and go to the Temples of 
the Gods without Puniſhment? Nor doth our 


Mother's Diſpoſition incline her to offer ſuch 
Kind of Libations ; nor if ſhe did it, could ſhe 


conceal it. Therefore doubtleſs theſe Orna- 
ments could not come from any but Oreſtes. 
Therefore, Siſter, be of Courage, for the Gods 
do not always take Pleaſure in our Sufferings; 
heretofore our Evils were without Parallel, 
but this Day will probably be a Forerunner 
of much Happineſs to us. 
Elect. O the Folly! How I pity thee ! 


h And go to the Temples.) The Wicked always 
think that God is ready to revenge the juſt whom they 
have injured, if they pray to him; therefore the Murthe- 
rers would not permit Electra to go to the Temple, 
leſt the Gods, hearing her Prayers, . ſhould take Ven- 
geance on them for the Murther of Agamemmen, 


2 Chry. 
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Chry. What is the Matter ? Is what J have 
ſaid diſagreeable to you? 


Elect. You know neither where you are, 


nor where your Thoughts wander. 

Chry. Why ſhould I not know what I ſaw 
with my Eyes? 

Ele#. He is dead, thou Wretch, and the 
Deliverance he promiſed us 1s vaniſhed; ex- 
pect it not from him. 

Chry. Wo is me! of whom did you hear 
this News? 

Elect. From a Man who was preſent with 
him when he died. 

Chry. Where is he? I am in ſuch an A- 
mazement that I cannot exprels it. 

Ele. He is at home, and cauſeth our Mo- 
ther a great deal of Pleaſure. 

Chry. Wo is me a Wretch ! By whom were 
thoſe Funeral Offerings placed at my Father's 
Sepulchre ? 


Elect. I ſuppoſe that ſome body placed there 


the Monuments of dead Oreſtes. 
Chry. Unhappy as I am, I running with 
Joy brought this Meſſage, not knowing in 
what Miſery we are overwhelmed: But no 
ſooner I am come, but have found, beſides 
thoſe former Evils, others which oppreſs us. 
Elect. You ſee what State we are in; but 
if you will follow my Counſel, you will ſoon 
caſe us of the Burthen of our preſent Ills, 
Chry, Can I raiſe the Dead? 


Elect. | 
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Elect. That is not what I faid, I am not 
ſo unwiſe. 

Chry. What do you command which I can 
promiſe to perform ? Ok 

Elect. It is 2 þ to have the Courage to 


follow my Counſe 
Chry. If it be for our Advantage, I ſhall 


not refuſe it. 
Elect. You know that without Induſtry no- 


thing proſpers. 
22 I know it, and will take what Share 


in the Taſk my Strength will permit me. 
Ele#. Hear now what Propoſal I make 
you. As to our Friends you know we have 
none in the World, but Death hath deprived 
us of them, and we are left alone. So long 
as I heard my Brother flouriſhed, I had Hopes 
that he would ſometime come to revenge the 
Murther of my Father; but now ſince he is 
no more, I look to you, that ſeconding my 
Efforts, you would not refuſe to kill Ag:/thus 
the Author of my Father's Death. It is no 
longer Time for me to congeal from you my 
Defign: Why will you continue flothful? 
And what well grounded Hopes can you now 
have? You have no other Comfort but to la- 
ment your paſt Felicity; you have nought 


now but Grief, and will miſerably drag the 


remaining Part of your Life unmarried, nor 
need you hope that Hymen's Flambeau ever 
will blaze for you; for Ægiſthus is not fo in- 


conſiderate a Man as to ſuffer your Race and 
mine 


ELECTRA. +. 1 


mine to flouriſh, which would infallibly pu- 
niſh his Crimes: Bur if you will follow my 
Counſel, firſt you will ſhew the World that 
you preſerve 1 your Father and your Bro- 
ther, thoſe Sentiments of Piety which you 
ought to have; then, as you were born, ſo 
ſhall hereafter be called free, when you ſhall 
obtain a Husband worthy of the Daughter of 
great Agamemnon; for good Actions attract the 
Eyes of all Mankind. Do you not diſcern what 
a Reputation you will acquire by obeying me? 
For what Citizens or Strangers ſeeing us, will 
not give us theſe or the like Encomiums? 
Do you ſee, Friends, thoſe two Siſters, who 
by their Courage raiſed their Father's Houſes? 
Who by expoſing their own Lives, revenged 
themſelves, and flew their Enemies in a Time 
when they were moſt powerful? It is fit we 
all reſpect them, it is fit that all ſhould ho- 
nour them in our ſolemn Feaſts, and in all 


the Aſſemblies of the People, we are obliged 


to reſpect their Virtue. Such Things will all 
the World ſay of us, fo that dead or alive, 
Glory will never forſake us. Wherefore, dear 
Siſter, be perſuaded, do your Father this Ser- 
vice; arm your ſelf for your Brother, deliver 
me from theſe Evils, deliver your ſelf, and re- 
member this, that it isa Thing unworthy thoſe 
who are nobly deſcended to live a ſervie Life. 
Cbo. In ſuch Enterprizes Prudence is ne- 

ceſſary, both to him that ſpeaks, and him chat 


hears. 
K Cbry. 
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Chry. That is true, Ladies, and if ſhe were 
in her right Senſes, ſhe would have proved it 
by better guarding her Expreſſions before ſhe 
ſpoke; what do you pretend to by arming 
your ſelf with this Audacity, and calling me 


to your Help? Have you forgot that you are 


a Woman, and not a Man, that your Power 


doth not anſwer that of your Enemies ? Good 


Fortune daily favours them, but hath deſert- 
ed us, and quite left us deſtitute. Do you 
think it poſſible to enterprize the Death of 
Ag1i/thus, and that they who enterprize it can 
eſcape unpuniſhed ? Therefore take Care leſt 
theſe Diſcourſes which you hold ſhould bring 
upon us greater Ills, if any ſhould cbance to 


Hear them: All that boaſted Reputation will 


ſtand us in little Stead, if after we have gained 
it, ingloriouſly we die. Vou will ſay Death 
is not to be feared; it is true; but when we 
court it, Life muſt be our Lot. Therefore I 
beſeech you, before we quite periſh, and de- 
ſtroy our whole Race, moderate your Anger, 
and I will keep Secret all that hath been ſaid: 
For your Part be more wiſe, and remember 

our Weakneſs, and let Time teach you to 
ſubmit to thoſe who are more powerful than 
yourſelf. 

Cho. Submit, for there is no greater Gain 
that Men can ger, than Prudence and good 
Senſe, 

Elect. You have ſaid nothing une d, 


for I knew well that you would not fail to * 
4 
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ject my Propoſal; but yet however hazardous 
is that Enter prize, I will perform it with my 
own Hands; nor will I abandon my Fa- 
ther. 

Chry. Alas, I wiſh you had had the fame 
generous Sentiments when our Father was af- 
ſaſſinated; you had prevented our Miſeries. 

Ele. I was always of the fame Diſpoſiti- 
on, but weaker then in Spirit. 

Chry. Study to be always of that Spirit. 

Ele. You only give me this Advice, be- 
cauſe you will not join with me. 

Chry. It is fit thoſe who undertake to do 
ill Deeds, ſhould do them alone. 

Ele. Your Prudence I love, but hate your 
Fearfulneſs. 

Chry. I will do my Endeavour to hear 
you, ſince you commend me. | 

Elect. But you ſhall never have any Com- 
mendation from me. 

Chry. There will be Time enough to 
prove that. 

Ele. Be gone, for I can find no Help in 
you. | 
Chry.. You might, if you could learn it. 

Elect. Go, and tell all that hath paſs'd to 
your Mother. 

Chry. ] do not hate you ſo much as to do 
you ſo bad an Office. = 

Elect. Conſider to what Diſhonour you 
would bring me. 


K 2 Chry. 
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Chry. Not to Diſhonour, but to Care for 
your own Safety. 
Elect. Muſt I then ſubmit to your Deci- 


ſions ? 
Chry. When you are more wiſe, then I will 


ſubmit to yours. 


Elect. How fad is it for one who ſpeaks ſo 
well, to act ſo ill? | 

Chry. The Reproach returns upon your 
ſelf. 

Ele#. What! do you think I ſpeak not with 
. Juſtice ? | 5 

Chry. But ſometimes Juſtice is pernicious 
to its Executor. 1 

Elect. iI cannot digeſt thoſe Maxims. 

Chry. If you will now act according to 
your own, hereafter you will have Cauſe to 


commend mine. 
Ele. I will purſue my Enterprize without 


Regard to what you ſay. 
Chry. Is it your Reſolution? Will you re- 


ject my Counſels? 


i I cannot digeſt thoſe Maxims.] Electra rejects this 
Anſwer of Chry/othemis, and with a great deal of Rea- 
ſon ; for to obſerve ſtrict Juſtice in every Inſtance, is 
certainly the greateſt Injuſtice, according to that Max- 
im, Summum jus ſumma injuria. So Electra thought, 
that how ſtrict ſoever the Laws might be againſt Mur- 
ther, yet it agreed well with the Laws of Nature and 
Reaſon to reyenge her Father's Death, by killing his 
Murtherers. 


Eledt. 
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Elect. Nothing is more pernicious than bad 


Counſel. | 
| Chry. You ſeem to mind nothing that I 
ſay 


EleF. It was not to Day, but long ago I 
made this Reſolution. 

Chry. I go hence therefore, for neither 
dare you commend my Words, nor I your 
Humour. | | 

EleF. Go, I will never hereafter commu- 
nicate my Deſigns to you, what Endeavours 
ſoever you ule to perſuade me, for it is a great 
Folly to mind vain Things. 

Chry. If you think your ſelf wiſe, think fo 
ſtill; but when you have increaſed your Evils 
by your Imprudence, then you will commend 
my Counſel. 


AcrT III. ScENE II. 


Chorus, STROPHE I. 


k Why, ſeeing the very Birds in the Air 
carefully providing Nouriſhment for their Pa- 


k phy ſeeing the very Birds.) The Chorus ſeeing the 
[ Impatience of Electra to revenge her Father's Death, 


t, commends her Courage, but blames the Cowardice of 
- Chry/othemis for forſaking her in ſo great a Danger; 
id but according to the uſual Manner of the Chorus, doth 
is not directly charge Chry/othemis with Inhumanity, but 


obſcurely hints it; and ſhews that 5ogyy, or natural 
Love of near Relations for each other, is a Law im- 
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reuts who gave them their Lives, do we not 


act according to their Examples? But by Fove's 
Lightning and celeſtial Themis, long they ſhall 
not be unpuniſhed. O! Fame, ſo much re- 
vered of Men and the infernal Inhabitants, 
proclaim the lamentable Voice to the Atridæ 
among the Dead, and diſcover theſe their Re- 
proaches. | | 


ANTIsSTROPHE I 


That now at home all Things are in Diſ- 
order with their Children, the two Princeſſes 
of their Family cannot live together, but are 
in cruel Diſſenſion. That Elechra alone, aban- 
doned by all the World, expoſed to a Thou- 
fand Dangers, and always mourning the Mur- 
ther of her Father, as the ever lamenting 
Nightingale, is not concerned to die, but is 

repared to ſurrender her Life, ſo ſhe may 
ave the Satisfaction to make thoſe two Cri- 
minals fall as Victims to her juſt Revenge; 


preſs'd on the Minds of all Creatures, which ſhe in 


this Inſtance had broke. There is nothing more fit 


to ſhew the degenerate Manners of Men, who act 
without Reſpe& to the Laws of Nature which ſhould 
bind all Creatures, than to ſhew that even the Brutes 
Love and cheriſh their Kind, 


Sed jam ſerpentum major concordia, parcit 
Cognatis maculis ſimilis fera.——— Jay. Sat. 15. 
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for what Princeſs of noble Race could live in 
ſuch a State? | | 


STROPHE II. 


For no generous Perſon in Adverfity will 
- purchaſe Life at this Price, by defacing his 
Glory and his Reputation to live in Shame 
and Infamy: Princeſs, the miſerable Life you 
have always led, and the continual War you 
have made againſt their Crimes, ought to gain 
you this double Praiſe, that you are the wiſeſt 
and the nobleſt of Children. 


ANTISTROPHE II. 


May you live in Power and Riches above 
your Enemies, as mùch as now you are cruſh- 


ed under their Power, ſince you have the 


Courage to oppoſe your Evils; and by your 
Piety towards the Gods have bore. away the 


Prise, in that which is the moſt ſacred Thing 85 


among Men. 
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AcT IV. ScExzE I. 


Oreſtes, Pylades, Chorus, Electra. 
Adies, have we been rightly in- 
formed? Doth this Way lead 
us where we deſire to be? 
Cho. Where? What Place 
do you ſeek for? 
Oreſt. Agiſthus's Palace. 
Cho. Thou art come right, and haſt had 


ſome ſkilful Guide. 


Oreſt. Which of you, Ladies, will tell thoſe 
within of the agreeable News of our Arrival? 

Cho. Let the Princeſs, ſince it is fit a Rela- 
tion ſhould tell it. 

Oreſt. Go in, Madam, and tell that ſome 
Phoctans deſire to ſee Ægiſtbus. 

Elect. Wo is me! Do you bring a Confir- 
mation of that Report which we heard ? 

Oreſt. I know not the Report you ſpeak of, 
but a certain old Man Strophius, ſent me to 
ſpeak ſomething about Oreſtes. 

Elect. What is it, Stranger? How my Fears 
ſeize me | | 

Oreſt. We come to bring the Reliques of 
the dead Prince, in that ſmall Urn which 


ou ſee. 
. Elect. 
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Ele. Wo is me! Now the Thing is plain, 
I can doubt no more of my miſerable State. 
Oreſt. If you mourn the Death of Oreſtes, 
know that his Body is in that Urn. l 
Elect. Generous Stranger, let me by the 
Gods, if that Veſſel contains him, take it in 
my Arms, that I may lament and mourn my 
ſelf, and all my Family, with theſe Aſhes. 
Oreſt. Grant her Requeſt, you that carry 
the Urn, let her be who ſhe will; for it is 
not out of Hatred ſhe urges this Requeſt, but 
ſhe is one of his Friends, or ſome near Rela» 
tion. | | 
Electra taking the Urn in her Arms.) | O 
ſad Monument of the moſt beloved of Men 
to me, the Reliques of my dear Oreftes! 
How different are the Hopes in which I now 
receive you, from thoſe in which I ſent you 
out? Now I carry thy Aſhes in my Hands, 
but I ſent thee from home ſtrong and in 
Health. How do I wiſh you had been ſlain, 
before I formed a Deſign to hide you, and 
ſend you into a ſtrange Land to fave your 
Life, that in that Day you had died, and 


| O fad Monument of the moſt.) This Part of the 
Fable is very moving of the Paſſions, for as upon hear- 
ing the paſſionate Complaints of Eledtra, and for fo 
juſt a Cauſe we muſt needs grieve with her; fo are we 
affected with equal Joy when ſhe is ſurprized with the 
agreeable News, that the Perſon ſhe ſpeaks to is her 
Brother, And thus in Homer, Penelope grieves for 


Ulyſes, while he is preſent with her. 
ſhared 
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ſhared one common Tomb with your Fa- 


ther. Inſtead thereof in a foreign Land an 
Exile, in a moſt cruel Mannner you have by: 


riſhed without your Siſter to pay you her 
Offices; nor had I the fad m Conſolation 


m Conſolation with my loving Hands to waſh your man- 
gled Cor/e.] The Cuſtom of waſhing dead Bodies, 
and anointing them with precious Ointment and Oil, 
is very ancient, and was uſed in Greece long before 
Homer's Time. Thus they anointed Patroclus, 


Kas 7674 In Arie, x nnaar A, i. 


It is true, no other Material is here mentioned but Oil, or 
any where elſe in Homer, who frequently mentions this 
Cuſtom. Yet Atheneus will allow of no Diſtinction 
between this Oil, and 44e, Or Ointment properly ſo 
called. The Greeks received this Cuſtom from the 
Phœnitiant, and the Romans received it from the Tuſ- 
cant, who were originally Tyrians. We read in Ennius. 


Tarquinii corpus bona fſamina lavit & unxit. 


So in Virgil Aneid. g. the Mother of Euryalus is in- 
troduced, making the ſame Complaints for her Son, 
which Electra doth here. 


Nec tua funera Mater 
unt, preſſiue oculos, aut vulnera lavi. 


What Pangs of Grief my throbbing Breaſt invade, 
_ To think thy mangled Carcaſs was not laid 
Furth on its Pile by me; Ob, fad Surprize! 
" That Iwa'n't by to claſe thy beauteous Eyes; 
Juſt as th' expiring Soul did take her Flight, 
Into the Regions of infernal Night 
" Oh! Had I waſtfd each Wound, each ſever'd Vein, 
When thou fearce cold laidſt weltring on the Plain 


Mr. Abell, 
"T4 | with 
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with my loving Hands to waſh your mangled 
Corſe; n nor have I collected your fad Re- 
mains out of the funeral Pile, as it was fit 
I ſhould. Now, dear Prince, Strangers 
have given thee theſe Marks of their Pi- 
ety, and this Day have brought thee in a 
ſmall Urn, Wo is me! How unprofitable 
was the pleaſing Care I took to bring you up? 
Nor did your Mother love you more than I, 


Servius hath well remarked, that all the Care of pre- 
paring the Dead for Burial, belonged to near Relations, 
but, eſpecially to the Mother or Siſter; who for that 
Reaſon were called Funerez, nam apud majores funereas di- 
cebant eas ad quas funus pertinebat, ut Sororem, Matrem. 

PorrER DAc. 

n Nor have I collected your ſad Remains out of the fu- 
neral Pile.) The Original is, gr rau@aiz]s wvey; av 
adh, ws, eiue, dN Clegg, Which the Cambridge Editi- 
on printed A. D. 1665. and another at Frankfort, 
1549. both falſly render, neque in ignem juxta morem le- 
vaui miſerum cadaver. This Miſtake will appear plainer 
by taking Notice of the following Cuſtom of the Anci- 
ents, which was thus: After the Body of the deceaſed 
was burned on the Funeral Pile, they collected the Bones 
and Aſhes. Thus Homer ſays the Brother of Hector did 
at his Funeral. II. 4. v. 792. 


| , $2 
— Avulag trala 
Ori A Myorle xaciyrrol iraq 26. 


His Brothers then, and Friends ſearch'd every where, 
And gathered up his ſnowy Bones with Care. 


Mr, Congreve. 


This Office Electra mourns here, that ſhe had not 
performed to Ore/tes, 
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nor was your Education the Care of any other 
in our Houſe but my ſelf; I was always called 
your Siſter. Now all thoſe Things are gone in 
one Day, dead with you, and the Storm which 
carried you away hath raviſh'd with it all my 
Hopes. My Father is gone, you have follow'd 
him, and I go to join you: Vet our Enemies 
laugh, our unnatural Mother cannot refiſt her 
Tranſports of Joy. How many Times have 
your private Letters made me hope that you 
would come and puniſh her? But our miſe- 
rable Fortune hath prevented you from exe- 
cuting your Promiſe, who hath ſent you to 
me, inſtead of your lovely Form, Aſhes and 
a valn Shadow. Wo is me! O miſerable Bo- 
dy! Alas, O moſt loved Brother ! Alas the 
Day that ever Iſent you into Phocrs ! How have 
you deſtroyed me! You have deftroyed me, O 
dear Brother. Wherefore receive me into that 
Urn with thee, permit my Duſt to be mix d 
with yours, that hereafter I may ever dwell 
with you; that as we have had the ſame De- 
ſtiny during our Lives, we may have the ſame 
Tomb after Death; for I ſee the Dead do not 
ſuffer thoſe Ills, which afflicted them during 
their Lives. 

Cho. Conſider, Electra, you was born of a 
mortal Father, Oreſ/tes too was mortal, where- 


fore give not yourſelf up to unprofitable Woes. 


Muſt we not all die? 
Oreft, 


Eren 141 
18 ft. o Alas, what ſhall I ſay? How am 
rplexed ? I can no longer be ſilent. 


59 What Sorrow is this which labours 
for its Vent? Why ſay you ſo? 


Oreſt. Is this Electra, that celebrated Beauty? 


Elect. p It is the ſame, mw ſee what Re- 
mains of her. 


„Alas! what hall T fay, &c.) The Remembrance 
here is double, for ZEletra firſt makes herſelf known to 
Oreſtes, by her exceſuve Grief for the ſuppoſed Death 
of her Brother, and afterwards he is known to her by 
a certain Token. The grſt Remembrance, as it ariſes 
naturally from the Incidents, and doth not appear to be 
invented, is certainly moſt ingenious, yet it is much 
inferior to the Remembrance of Oedipus, for there is 
no Peripetie or Change of Fortune; for when they 
both remember each other, they do not yet change 
their Fortune until the Murtherers are ſlain. But that 
of Oedipus not only ariſeth more from the Foundation 
of the Subject, by a Train of the moſt natural Inci- 
dents, but is produced in the very Moment of the Pe- 
ripetie. El-Fra's Nemembrance of Oreftes hath till 
leſs Art, which Cop -::125 uſed only for want of Inven- 
tion, for the Mark which he makes uſe of to diſcover 
himſelf, which he calls - -4yiJs ade, as it is uſed 
on ſet purpoſe, and not produced by Chance or a Train 
of Incidents, hat, very little Inzenuity in it. For 
the Poet makes Ore/les fay „hat he plcaſes, and none 
contradicts him, and he might as well have faid any 
other Mark, and none could 1272 oppoſed it. 

P It is the ſame.] "This ſeems more iitly to be ſpo- 
ken by the Chorus, other giſe Elefra would ſeem to 
commend her own Perſon, and beſides as the Chorus an- 
ſwered before, and conſirm'd the Tutor of Oreftes who 
thought Clytz1me772 to be the Veen by her gorgeous 
Habit; ſo by a Parity of Reaſon, „hen Oreſtes doubts 
here whether this be Electra, being ſo dishgur'd, he is 
fatisſy'd by the C that the is; tho' moſt Editors 
el Electfa to make this Anſwer, 

Oreſt. 
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Oreſt. Wo is me for thy too rigorous Fortune 

Ele. Why, Stranger, doſt thou thus lament 
for me ? 

Oreſt. O Princeſs, whom unworthy Treat- 
ment nath ſo changed 

Elect. I am the very Wretch which you 
lament. 

Oreſt. Alas! thy unfortunate State, [Weeps. 

Ele, Why, generous Stranger, doſt thou 
look on me thus and weep ? 

Oreſt. How little have I known of my 


Nisfortunes ? 
Elect. How do you know them by what I 


have faid ? 


Oreſt. Seeing you overwhelmed with num- 
berleſs Sorrows. 

Ele. You have ſeen but the ſmalleſt Part 
of my Sorrows. 

Oreſt. How is it poſſible to ſee any Thing 
more grievous ? 

Elect. I am obliged to ks with Mur- 
therers. 


Oreſt. Whoſe ? What Evil is that you in- 


form me of ? 
Ele#. Thoſe of my Pacher; then I ſerve 


them as a Slave. 


Oreſt. Who forces you to that fad Extre- 
mity ? 
Ele. She is called my Mother; but is no- 
thing like a Mother. 
Oreſt. By what means, by Force, or refu- 
ſing you the Neceſſaries of Life? 1 
Elec. 


ELECTER ˙—ü 


Ele. By Force, ill Maintenance, and all 


the bad Treatment ſhe can deviſe. 

Oreſt. Have you no Perſon to aſſiſt you? 

Elect. None: Him whom I alone expect- 
ed you have brought here reduced to Aſhes. 

Oreſt. O unfortunate Princeſs! thy ſad State 
moves me to Pity for thee. 

Elect. Be aſſured thou art the only Man 
that ever pitied my Miſeries. 

Oreſt. Alone I come to teſtify the Grief I 
feel for all your Misfortunes. | 

Elect. Art thou one of our Relations? 

Oreſt. I would tell if I could aſſure myſelf 
of the Fidelity of theſe Women. | 

Ele#. You may aſſure your ſelf, they are 
my ever faithful Friends. 


Oreſt. Then quit the Urn, that you may 
hear the better. 


Elef. Generous Stranger, by the Gods 


force me not to lay it down. 


Oreſt. Submit to me, and you will not do 


amiſs. | 
Elect. Now I conjure you, take not away 
thoſe moſt beloved Reliques. 
Oreſt. I fay I will not leave them with thee. 
Elect. Ah me a Wretch! O dear Oreſtes, 


you ſtill augment my Evils if they wreſt from 
my Hands your Aſhes. 
Oreſt. Conceive better Hopes, you afflit 
yourſelf unjuſtly. / 
Elect. How do I afflict myſelf unjuſtly, 
if I deplore my Brother's Death? 
2 


Oreſt. 


— 
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Oreſt. But your Brother refuſes your 
Tears. 

Elect. Am I then unworthy to deplore my 
Brother's Death ? 

Oreſt. You are unworthy of nothing; but 


theſe Complaints are not in Seaſon. 
Elect. Why not in Seaſon, fince I bear the 
Body of Oreſtes? 
Oreſt. But it is not Oreſtes's Body, it is on- 
ly feigned to be ſo. 
Elect. Where then is the miſerable Prince's 
Sepulchre? 
Oreſt. No where, the Living hath no Se- 
pulchre. | 
Elect. What ſay'ſt thou? 
Oreſt. The Truth. 
Elect. Doth he ſtill live? 
Oreſt. Ves if I am alive. 
Ele#. And are you he ? | 
Oreſt. 4 Behold this Mark of my Father, 
then judge if I ſay true. 


4 Behold this Mark.) Gr. c walg;, there are 
various Opinions what this Mark ſhould be. Triclinius 
fays it was the Ivory Shoulder which the Gods gave Pe- 
ops, and appeared afterwards upon his Deſcendents; 
others call it JzxJva:91, or, 4 Ring; another Scholiaſt con- 
tradicts both theſe Opinions, and ſays it was e@ggyids, 
5% F xapytingg 74 mwegruny XK 15 Mry owpar@® F 1, 
14 3punior mh tum mulch Aſaui vi, the Mark, that is to 
ſay, the Make of his Face, and of the reſt of his Body, 
every Way like to my Father Agamemnon's. The 
firſt Opinion is moſt probable, both becauſe a Recogni- 
zance made by a natural Mark is much better than any 


Eled. 
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Elect. Moſt happy Day. 


Oreſt. J witneſs it is moſt happy. 
Elect. Do I at laſt hear thy Voice, my 
Oreſtes? | 
Oreſt. My Siſter, doubt it not. 85 
Ele. Do I hold thee in my Arms? 
| [Embraces him. 
Oreſt. And may this be an Earneſt of the 
Pleaſure you will ever have by my Preſence. 
Ele. Moſt loved Companions, behold 
Oreſtes, preſerved alive by thoſe Arts which 
had reported he was dead. | WET 
Cho. We ſee him, Princeſs, and at this E- 
vent, ſo unexpected, a joyful Tear falls from 
my Eyes. | | | 
Eklect. My dear Oreſtes, at laſt you are 
come, you have found, you ſee whom you 
deſired to ſee, and who waited for you with 
ſo much Impatience. 
: Oreſt. J am, but wait in Silence, my Si- 
er. = 
Elect. Why? „ 
Oreſt. It is better to be ſilent, leſt any in 
the Palace ſhould hear you. 
Ele. No, by the ever chaſte Diana, I 
will never fear the Women of this Palace; 
they are a vile Troop, who are only a uſeleſs 
Burthen to the Earth, 


foreign or acquired one; and becauſe ſeveral Families 
had ſuch natural Marks by which they were diſtinguiſh'd 
from thoſe of any other : As the Deſcendants of Cad- 
mus a Lance, the Seleucades an Anchor, 


L Oreſt. 
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Oreſt. But take Care; you have experienced 
that there is in Women ſometimes a martial 
Mind. | 

Elect. Alas! you have called to Remem- 
brance an Evil that is too plain to be diſputed, 
and which we can never * 

Oreſt. I know all that: But when it is a 
proper Seaſon we will talk of theſe Things. 

Ele. It is always Time for me to ſpeak 
with Juſtice, for I never yet curb'd myſelf; 
and what ſhould filence me now I am free? 

Oreſt. I fay that too, but endeavour to pre- 
ſerve that Liberty. | 

Elect. What muſt I do? 
Oreſt. It is not now a proper Time to uſe 
many Words. 

Ele, Who ſhould oblige me now to be 
ſilent, ſince you are come in ſo miraculous a 
Manner, when I had loſt entirely all Hopes 
of ſeeing you. | 

Oreſt. You ſee me now, when the Gods 
ordained that I ſhould come. 

Ele. You have faid ſomething which 


gives me more Joy than your Return : If 


God moved you to come to Argos, then I 


ſuppoſe your Arrival is the Work of a divine 


Power. 
Oreſt. I would not forbid you to ſuppreſs 


your Joy: But I fear leſt you be over-much 
tranſ 


Elect. O thou, who after ſo many Years 


ſince 
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ſince thou haſt found me in fo bad a State 


drowned in Tears, do not 

Oreſt. What ſhall I not do? 

Elect. Do not deprive me of the Satisfacti- 
on which I find, in teſtifying the Pleaſure I 
have of beholding you. 

Oreſt. Doubtleſs, nor would I ſuffer ano- 
ther to do it. | | 

Elect. Doſt thou permit me then? 


Oreſt. How can I hinder you? 


Ele. My Friends, I heard the unexpected 


News of the Death of my Oreſtes, and mourn- 
ed with ſecret Grief, nor did I interrupt with 
my Complaints the Recital of his Death; but 
now I have you, I enjoy your moſt beloved 
Preſence, which I could not forget even in 
my Afflictions. 


Oreſt. Omit theſe ſuperfluous Speeches, 


and teach me not that my Mother is wicked, 
nor how Ægiſthus at home exhauſts our Fa- 


ther's Wealth, which he unjuſtly hath raviſh- . 


ed from us, your Talk may deprive us of the 
proper Seaſon of Action: But inſtruct me 
what is proper to be done this preſent Juncture, 
whether, to revenge our ſelves of our Enemies, 
who triumph in our ſuppoſed Misfortunes, 


we had beſt appear openly, or lie concealed. 


But chiefly beware leſt our Mother ſhould diſ- 
cover any Mark of Joy in your Countenance 
when we enter into the Palace, but lament as 


for that falſe Report of my Death; when we 


LI have 
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have effected our Enterprize, then will it 
be Time to rejoice and laugh with Free- 
dom. 

Elect. My Brother, I ſhall ever take Plea- 
ſure in what will be moſt agreeable to you. 
It is very juſt that I ſhould obey you; ſince it 
is from you, not from my ſelf, that all my 
Happineſs proceeds, nor would I purchaſe to 
my ſelf the greateſt "Treaſures by giving you 

the ſmalleſt Pain; that would not be to ac- 
commodate my ſelf to my preſent Fortunes. 
But knoweſt thou what paſſeth in the Palace? 

Why not, hearing Ægiſibus is not at home, 
but our Mother is alone within, you need not 
fear that ſhe ſhall. ſee in my Countenance any 
Marks of Gaiety, for an old Hatred glow'd in 
me againſt her, and ſince I have ſeen thee, I 
will not ceaſe to weep Tears of Joy. For how 
can I refrain who after I had received you 
dead, ſec you alive? And you have affected 
me with ſuch unexpected Joy, that if my Fa- 
ther ſhould return to Life, I would not think 
It a greater Miracle, but believe I ſee him: 
Ard ſince therefore thou art arrived here ſo 
unexpcctedly, do whatſoever your Reaſon 
ſhall diftate. For me, tho' I were alone, I 
would not have fail'd in both theſe Things, 
but would gloriouſly have delivered my ſelf, 
or gloriouſly have died in my Enterprize. 

Oreſt. Be ſilent, pray, I hear a Noiſe, ſome- 
body comes out of the Palace. 
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Ele. Enter, ye Phocians, you bring a 
Meſſage which no Body will reject, but 
will not long rejoice that they received it. 


Ac IV. Scans Ih 


Tutor, Oreſtes, Pylades, Electra, Chorus. 


Tut. Moſt imprudent as you are: Have 
you no Regard for your Lives? Are you en- 
tirely void of common Senſe, and do you not 
know that you are not only near, but even 
encloſed in the greateſt Dangers ? Unleſs I 
had poſted my ſelf at this Gate to prevent 
any Perſon from hearing, your Deſigns had 
been in the Palace before your Bodies; but I 
have prevented that by my Care.  Where- 
fore put an end to thoſe long Speeches, and 
theſe Tranſports of Joy, and come in ſpeedi- 
ly; it 1s dangerous to delay in ſuch Enter- 


prizes. Come along, it 1s now the very Jun- 


cture for us to effect what we have begun. 
Oreſt. What will be the Conſequence if 
go in? 
Tut. Very good, for none there knows 
you. 
Oreſt. It ſeems then you have told that I 


am dead. b 


Tut. Vou paſs with them for one of thoſe 


among the Dead. ä 
Oreſt. Do they rejoice therefore? Or what 


do they fay? *: 
d L 3 Tut, 
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150 ELECTRA. 
Tut. I will tell you when we have done, 


but ſhe ſeems to be moſt happy, who is leaſt fo. 


Elect. By the Gods, my Brother, tell me 
who this is. | 

Oreſt. Do you not know him? 

Elect. J have not the leaſt Idea of him. 

Oreſt. Know you not into whoſe Hands 
ycu once deliver'd me? 

Elect. To whom, what doſt thou fay ? 

Oreſt. He to whoſe Hands I was ſent into 
the Phocian Land thro' your Providence. 

Elect. Is this he whom alone of many I found 
faithful, when my Father was murthered? 

Oreſt. This is the fame, enquire no more. 

Elect. O Day moſt beloved, O only Saviour 
of the Houſe of Agamemnon, how did you - 
come? Are you he who ſaved him and me 
from many Evils? O moſt beloved Hands, 
always ſo aſſiſting to us! O how happy is your 
Arrival! Why ſo long when you were here 
did you conceal your {elf from me, nor make 
your ſelf known? How had you the Cou- 
rage to give me a thouſand Deaths by your 
Diſcourſes, while you had in hand Enter- 

rizes moſt delectable to me? Hail Father! 

For I ſeem to behold my Father: Hail! for 


know that as I hated you the worſt of all 


Men, ſol love you in one Day. 

Tut. Enough, Madam, theſe Moments are 
too precious ; we ſhall have Time enough to 
entertain you with this Subject. Now, Princeſs, 
it is Time we haſten to Action. Now Ch- 
og RR tæmneſtra 
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tæmneſtra is alone, and no Man is within the 
Palace. But if you let ſo favourable an Oppor- 
tunity eſcape, prepare to oppoſe the Strength 
and Skill of greater Numbers than theſe. 

Oreſt. Wherefore, my Pylades, this Affair 
requires no long Diſcourſes, but let us go in, 
that this Buſineſs may be done as quick as 
may be, after we have worſhipp'd our Fa- 
ther's Gods who are placed here before the 
Palace Gates. 


ACT IV. Sckx III. 


Electra, Chorus. 


Elect. O King Apollo, mercifully hear their 
Prayers, and mine likewiſe, who often ſtood 
before you to preſent with a liberal Hand 
ſuch Offerings as I could preſent you with, in 
my Miſery, and who come ſtill to Day with 
the ſame Diſpoſition to preſent the ſame Sa- 
crifices, that is to ſay, my Prayers, my Vows 
and Supplications. Now, O Lycian Apollo, 
I proſtrate my ſelf in your Preſence, and be- 
ſeech you to be ready to aſſiſt our Enterprize, 
and ſhew Men that Puniſhment which the 
Gods reſerve for their Impiety. 


 STROPHE. 


Cho. You ſee how Mars, who breaths 
nought but Blood and Slaughter, walks along; 
the inevitable Furies which purſue evil Acti- 
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ons are in the Palace; fo that my Predictions 
are not vain, but will ſoon be accompliſhed, 


ANTISTROPHE. 


For the young Prince, armed to revenge 
the Dead, enters into Poſſeſſion of his Father's 
wealthy Palace, having in his Hands the a- 
venging Sword newly drawn; * but Mercury, 


the Son of Maia, ſurround him with a dark 


Cloud until the Work is done. Vengeance 


is ready, and will ſoon be compleated. 


Aer V,. Sci I. 


C ltemneftra, Electra, Chorus. 


Say dear Companions, the 
M Princes preſently will at- 
W chieve their Enterprize; but 
be ſilent, make no noiſe. 


Cho. Why, what are they now doing? 


But Mercury, the Son of Maia.) He is eſteem'd 


the God of Deceit and Fraud, whence he is called 
z, the Deceiver. Homer in the laſt Thad ſuppoſeth 
Priam by his Conduct to have paſled over all the Gre» 
fan Camp, until he arriv'd at the Tent of Achilles. 


Ele 
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Ele#. * She is providing all Things neceſ- 
fary for the Funeral Supper of Oreſtes; but 
they ſtand cloſe by her. | 

Cho. Wherefore did you ruſh out ? 

Ele. To guard leaſt Ægiſibus on a ſudden 
ſhould come undiſcerned. 1 

Clyt. [ Mithin.] Alas, alas, the Palace is de- 
ſerted of Friends, and full of Murtherers. 


Ele&. Somebody cries within; do you not 


hear, my Friends ? 

Cho. Alas! I have heard what I cannot 
hear without Trembling and Horror. 

yt. Wo is me | Agi/thus, where art 
thou ? 

Cho. Somebody cries again. 

Cly. O Son, Son, pity her who bore you! 

Elect. But he had no Pity from you, nor 
had he who gave him Life. 

Cb O City! O miſerable Race! Now the 


Fate of this Day hath plunged you into the 


worſt of Miſeries. 
Cht. Wo is me! I am ſtruck. [Mitbin. 


She is providing all Things neceſſary for the Funeral 
Supper. Gr. 'H 2 t&; Tac AIG NT He. We muſt 
underſtand (ſaith one of the Scholiaſts on this Place,) 
that the Word , fignifies two Things, either the 
Place where the Monuments of the Dead are placed, 
or a Supper which was made to comfort the Relations 
of the deceaſed for their Lofs: So here, they had a 
Supper for Oreſtes, who was ſuppoſed dead; as another 
of the Scholiaſts ſays, who further to explain g, de, 
ſay S, eis m WErdeTroy N irs TH Ogign dend, dmmAuntvc. 
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154 ELECTRA, 


Elect. Strike, if you can, double the 
Stroke. 

Clyt. Wo is me! again. | 

Elect. I wou'd they would do the ſame to 
AEgifthus. | 

Cho. The Imprecations are perfected, they 
ariſe who are under the Earth; for the Dead 
return to ſhed the Murtherer's Blood. 


f Strike, if you can, double the Stroke.) The Chara- 
Eters which Saphocles here gives Oreſtes and Electra are 


too cruel ; and he who otherwiſe ſo well imitated Ho- 


mer, yet here hath come very ſhort of that great Ori- 
ginal; who in ſpeaking of the Action of Oreſtes com- 
mends the Murther of Ægiſthus, but ſays nothing of 
that of Ciytæmneſtra; being ſenſible that how great 
ſoever her Crime was, yet it did not become her own 
Children to puniſh it in that Manner. The Moral in- 
deed is very good, namely, to ſhew that the divine 
Vengeance will certainly puniſh Uſurpation and Mur- 
ther in the ſevereſt Manner; yet that doth not excuſe 
the Atrocity of the Fact. See Homer, Lib. III. Ody/, 


Ta ei 6yJod7w xaxo 4vbs A Ogi 
Aa Adu. . 0 tx]ave ra pgPovna 
Aicher de,, 5 oi malicg ͤ u ixla, 
"Hroi 0 T x α,,ꝛEñwu a ο Agyaorri 

M7 eg TE evltgrs 2 ararxd ©» Ati. 


In the eighth Year came godlike Oreſtes from Athens, and 

ew traiterous iſthus his Father's Murtherer , and 
after he had killed him, he prepared a Supper for the Fu- 
neral of his hated Mother, and her effeminate Conſort 
Agiſthus, to which he invited the Argians. Therefore 
fince Homer here commends _ for killing Ægiſthus, 
but fays nothing of killing his Mother, Sophycles ought 
to have obſerv'd the ſame Conduct. 


AcT 


by 
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Acr V. Scans ll. 


Electra, Oreſtes, Pylades, Chorus. 


Elect. But they come, and their blood 
Hands drop with a Sacrifice of Mars. Well, 
my Brother, ſay how our Affairs ſtand with- 


in 


true, the Wretch is dead; you need fear no 
more the Indignities you have ſuffered from 
that barbarous Mother. 

Cho. Ceaſe, I ſee Ægiſtbus approaching 
near us. 

Elect. Retire immediately to the Entry, 
that ſince you have ſo well begun you may 
accompliſh your Enterprize. 


ANTISYSTEMA. 


Oreſt. Be not uneaſy, we will do as thou 
wouldſt have us. 

Elect. Make haſte then. 

Oreſt. I am gone. 
: Elect. ] will take Care of what is to be done 

ere. 
[Oreſtes, &c. retires in at the Gates of the 
Palace, 


Oro. Well, if the Oracles of Apollo are 
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Cho. It were very convenient that we ſpeak 
a few mild Words in this Man's Ear to de- 


ceive him, who while he ſuſpects no Ill, falls 


into the Puniſhment which the Goddeſs of 
Vengeance prepares for him. 


AcT V. SCENE III. 


Agiſthus, Electra, Chorus. 


Agiſth. Which of you knows where are 
the Phocian Strangers, who are come to in- 
form us how Oreſtes was ſlain in a Chariot 
Courſe? You I aſk, you who have been al- 
ways ſo fierce; for you take too great a Part 


in this Accident not to be well inſtructed. 


Elect. I am inſtructed, why not? Should 
the Knowledge eſcape me of the Calamity of 
him who was moſt dear to me? 8 

Agiiſitb. Where are the Strangers, tell me? 

Elect. Within with your Queen, who en- 
tertains them kindly. 

AEgiſth. And have they declared that he is 
certainly dead? [To Electra. 

Elect. They have not only aſſured us of it 
by their Words, but have given us ſuch Proofs 


as leave us not the leait room to doubt. 


Agiſtb. And can I go my ſelf, and ſee 


thoſe Proofs. 
Elect. Yes, you may go and feed your Eyes 


with that horrid Spectacle. 
_ Agiſth. 


E LHA I57 


Agiſtb. You have told me not according 
to your uſual Cuſtom, that which gives me 
much Pleaſure. | 151 2 

Elect. Go then and enjoy that Pleaſure, if 
you ſo delight in it. 40 

Agiſtb. I command all be ſilent, and that 
the Palace Gates be open d for all the Myce- 
nians and Argians to fee, that if any of them 
there be who nouriſhes in his Heart any vain 
Hopes, he may quit them, ſeeing the Corps 
of Oreſtes, and receive our Reins, leſt he feel 
the terrible Effects of my juſt Wrath, ſhould 
he dare to lift up his Spirit againſt me. | 

Elect. My Lord, I will do my Duty, for 
Time hath at laſt inſtructed me to obey my 
Superiors. 


Acr V. ScExE IV. 


Agiſtbhus, Oreſtes, Pylades, Electra. 


[Clytæmneſtra cover d with a Veil, which 72 
giſthus Zakes to be dead Oreſtes.] _ 
giſt. O Jove ] what Sight do I behold? 


Oreſtes dead before my Eyes, whoſe Death 1 


wiſh'd for; but if Nemeſis will puniſh me, I 
ſay no more. Take off that covering which 
hides him from my Eyes, that my Kinſman 
may have his Tribute of Tears from me. 

Oreſt. Lift it up yourſelf, it is not my Bufi- 
neſs, but yours to ſee, and utter your Com- 
plaints for it. 
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gift. Your Admonition is juſt, I will 
obey, do thou call Clytz#mneſtra to me if the 


be in the Palace. [To one of his Attendants. 
Ora. She is near you, look not elſewhere, 


Egiſt. Wo is me! what do I behold ? 
[Uncovering the Body, 

Oreſt. Doth ſhe Cauſe your Fear? Do you 
know her? 

Egiſt. In whoſe curſed Snares am I fallen? 

Oreſt. Did you not perceive all this while, 
that alive you talk d with the Dead? 
Agiſt. Wo is me! I underſtand what he 
hath ſaid; doubtleſs this can be no other but 
Oreſtes who ſpeaks to me. 

Oreſt. Though * you are a great Prophet, 
yet you have been-miſtaken. 

Zg1i/t. Jam undone, a Wretch, but per- 
mit me to ſpeak a little. 

Elect. Permit him to ſpeak no longer, Bro- 
ther, by the Gods, nor amuſe us by his vain 
Diſcourſes: For what is the Advantage of a 
Moment's Delay to a Man who is near his 
Death? But kill him as quick as poſſible, and 
when you have kill'd him, expoſe him to the 
Birds and Dogs, the only Sepulchre which it 
is fit he ſhould have; that is the only Remedy 
of all my Evils. 


t Yu are a great Prophet yet.] This is founded upon 
= Reputation which AÆgiſthus had of being a Pro- 
phet. 


Oreſt, 


ELECTRA: 13 


Oreſt. We are not at Leiſure to meddle 
with Controverſies, but mult only conſult of 
Methods how to haſten rhy Death, 

t. Why do you lead me into the Pa- 
lace? If that Action be good, why needs it 
Darkneſs, have you not Courage to kill me 
here ? 

Oreſt. It is not * you to give your Or- 
ders, but go in where you kill'd my Father, 
that in the ſame Chamber his Murtherer may 
die alſo. 

gift. Is it by all means neceſſary, that 
that Chamber muſt ſee the preſent and the 
future Miſeries of the Sons of Pelops ? 

Oreſt. It muſt fee thy Miſeries, thoſe are 
the Predictions which I make concerning 

mw and which nothing can falſify. 

Agiſt. But you have not boaſted your Fa- 
ther's Art. 

Oreſt. You contradict much, and the JRun: 
ney 1s retarded, but march. 

Agiſt. Thou lead. 

Oreſt. You muſt go before. 

Agiſt. Is this becauſe you fear I ſhould 
eſcape you? 

Oreſt. Not ſo, but I muſt take Care leſt 
you feel any Comfort in your Death, but that 
it be grievous to you: There ought imme- 


u There ought immediately to be ſuch a Puniſhment in- 
flicted.] This Piece cannot end better than by theſe 
Words of Oreftes, that this might appear an Act of Ju- 
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diately to be ſuch a Puniſhment inflicted on 
all who will a& contrary to the Laws, to die 
ſooner ; then ſuch flagitious Crimes would be 
leſs frequent. 

Cho. O Race of Atreus ! who after you 
had ſuffered an infinite Number of Evils for 
the Sake of Liberty, haſt with Difficulty at 
laſt obtain'd it by this preſent Effect of your 
Courage. 


ſtice, and that the Audience might not look upon him 
as an Aſſaſſin or a Parricide, but an Executor of di- 
vine Vengeance, and an Inſtrument which God had 
made uſe of to puniſh fo horrible a Crime. 


THE 


ee Io I ot eee 


THE 


TRAGEDY 


OF 


Oedipus Tyrannus. 


my | 


eee IESTC ST ST Too Texte SH STCSIE STE TEINS 


Dramatis Perſonw. 


Oedipus, King of Thebes. 

High Prieft of Tupiter. 

Creon, Brother to Focafta. 

Tireſias, a Prophet. 

A Meſſenger from Corinth, an old Shepherd, 
Another 8 hepherd, who had belonged to Laius. 


Chorus, of old Theban Prieſts, and other an- 
cient Thebans. 


Jocaſta, Widow of Laius, and Wife of Oedipus 
MuTE PERSONSG. 

A Multitude of Theban Youths. 

- Qedipus's Children. 

SCENE before Ocdipur's Palace at Thebes, 


| 


j. 


Ocadipus T yrannus. 


HASSSSS SOS SSA SSSSS 


The ARGUMEN . 


HIS Tragedy of Oedipus had the 
Title of Tyrannus, a Tyrant or King, 
added to it in the latter Times, but 

for what Reaſon, whether becauſe it 
excels all his other Pieces; or, becauſe of the 
Deſcription it gives us of the Miſeries of that 
Prince, or only to diſtinguiſh it from the other 
Oedipus, called Coloneus, it is not certain. 
The Subject of it is as follows. 

Laius, King 75 Thebes, having been warned 
by the Oracle that his own Son ſhould murther 
him, marry his Mother, and ſucceed him in his 
Throne; to prevent theſe Miſchiefs, delivered 
his Son, as ſoon as he was born, to one of bis Ser- 
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vants to 3 ets but the Servant moved 
with Com flew him not, but gave him to a 
Shepherd 0 Eoin ybus, King of Corinth, and the 
Shep 2 to — Kin Polybus having no Child 
of 5 own, received him graciouſly, as did his 
Wife Merope, who brought him up as their 
own. Oedipus going to enquire of the Oracle 
concerning his Birth, in a Place where three 
Ways meet, chanced to meet and kill his Fa- 
ther. WWhereupon there enſued a dreadful Pe- 


ſtilence, which waſted Thebes and all the neigh- 


bouring Countrey, which was not to ceaſe until 
any one ſhould reſolve the Amgma of Sphinx, 
which many tried to do in vain. At laſt Oe- 
dipus reſolved it; the People of Thebes there- 
fore, as 4 Reward of his Service, gave him his 


own Mother in Marriage, whom, not knowing 


to be ſo, be accepted: But theT; ruth being found 
out, he pulled out his own Eyes, and his Wife 
and Mother hanged her ſelf. This, Story, uw 
ther we conſider the H. einouſneſs of the Crime 
that unhapyy Prince was guilty cf, and at the 
ame Time how he committed them all merely out of 
Ignorance, or thoſe ſurpriſing Incidents by which 
they were diſcovered, and the fatal Conſequen- 
ces that Diſcovery n to his whole Hou, 
7s cane the nobleſt Subject that ever a Tra- 
gedy was compoſed upon. 'B ut yet Ariſtotle ob- 
LO one Default in it, that it was not proba- 
ble Oedipus /hould be 2 lang married to Joca- 
ſta, and not know after what Manner Laius 
was ſlain, nor enquire after the Author of bis 
z Murther. 


Oxpieus TyrRAxNNUS. 165 


Murther. But as that Subject could not ſub- 

without it, Sophocles did not think ſit to 
omit it, but placed it out of the Action of the 
Tragedy; and a Poet is only anfwerable for 
thoſe Incidents which enter the Compoſition of 
his Fable, not thoſe which go before, or follow 
after. Wherefore Ariſtotle lays it down as 4 
Rule, Cap. XVI. of his Poetics, 

« It is abſolutely neceflary, that among all 


the Incidents which compoſe the Fable, 


«© no one be without Reaſon; or if that be 
impoſſible, it ought to be ſo ordered, that 
« that which is without Reaſon, be out of 


the Tragedy; as Sophocles has prudently ob- 
© ſerved in his Oedipus. 
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Av 
22 


Kerl. SCERE.L 


At the opening of the Scene there appears, in a 
Court before the Palace, an Altar rais'd to 
Oedipus, at which are proſtrate a great Num- 
ber of Theban Youths, the High Prieſt of Ju- 
piter, with the other Prieſts of the ſeveral 
Temples at Sacrifice. At a Diſtance are di- 
covered the two Temples of Pallas, the Altar 
of Iſmenus, with Crowds of People round 
them. 

Oedipus comes out of the Palace to them. 
g Children, young Offspring of 

& ancient Cadmus, why are you 

2 proſtrate at theſe Altars, ad- 

2 orned * with facred Boughs? 

The whole City is filled with Smoak of Sa- 

crifices, likewiſe with Prayers addreſs d to A. 


0 Children, young Offipring . of ancient Cadmus.] 
The Thebans are ſo catled, becauſe Cadmus the Son of 
Agenor being ſent to ſeek his Siſter Europa, in his Tra- 
vels built Thebes ; and afterwards Amphion, Son of Ju- 
piter and Antiope, with the Sweetneſs of his Lyre cauſed 
the ſenſleſs Stones to raiſe themſelyes into the Walls 
which ſurrounded the City ; but the Truth is, that he 
civilized them with good Laws and Cuſtoms, who be- 
fore were rude and uncivilized. Hence they are called 
in the Antigone, Kaduy vage 0 du AuPior®>. 

b With ſacred Bougbs.] The Ancients when they 


Polo, 
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llo, mixed with Lamentations. I ſent no 
erſon to demand the Cauſe of your Afflicti- 
on, but am come my ſelf for that Put 
Oedipus a_ Prince ſo famous thro all the 
World. But thou, old Man, ſpeak firſt, ſince it 
is fit a Man of your Age ſhould ſpeak before 
theſe Youths. Why are you proſtrate here? Is it 
on the Account of your proves or fear of future 
Sufferings? You ſhall find me always ready to 
aſſiſt you, for ſurely I were hard-hearted, if I 
did not lament the Occaſion of this Concourſe. 
High-Prieſt, O thou whoruleſt our Land} 
You ſee the Age and the State of us who are 


went into their Temples to pray, every one carried in 
his Hand Branches ſtuck in Wool, and ſometimes they 
were crowned with them; the Boughs were Olive 
when they prayed or facrificed to Minerva, when to 
Apollo Laurel; wherefore Homer ſays of Chryſes Apol- 
bo's Prieſt, | 
Triuua / i x co xegoiv ixroonsy . 
Of the ſame Uſe was the he. 3ycavezs mentioned 


in the Ajax, which conſiſted of Locks of Hair. The. 


Fews had a Feſtival in which they carried Branches, as 
they did likewife on all Occaſions of publick Rejoi- 
cinz ; as you may read 1 Maccab. xiii. 5 1. And entered 
into it the three and twentieth Day of the ſecond Month, 
in the hundred ſeventy and one Year with Thankſgiving, 
and Branches of Palm Trees, and with Harps, and Cym- 
halt, and with Viols, and Hymns and Songs, &c. From 
them it paſſed to the Greeks, who celebrated the fame 
Feſtival and called it, , O ſcophoria, ant 13 ei- 
get 745 49,45, i» E. from carrying Boughs hung with Grapes, 


which were termed z. The Inſtitution and Manner 


of it are deſcribed at large by Plutarch in the Life of 
Theſes, 
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proftrate at © your Altars: Some of hom are 
too young to go far hence, and ſome too old, 


Theſe are the — Prieſts of all our Tem- 
rieſt of Jove; theſe a Compa- 


the 4 two Temples of Pallas, others at the 
prophetick Altar e of 1/menus. The City, as 
thou ſeeſt thy ſelf, as a Tempeſt- beaten Ship, 
is almoſt ſunk, not able to withſtand the Fu- 
ry of the raging Waves. The Earth is made 
barren of all her Fruits, her Flocks all periſh, 


e At your Altars.] Gr. gn, Which the old Scho- 
liaſt calls yao7:, which contain the Altar, for thus he 
deſcribes the Temples, Na and egg», or the whole E- 
difice, in which are contained Buss, the Altar, on 
which they offered their Oblations. 2. Nggraes, the 
Porch before the Temple. 3. T., where the I- 


mage ſtood of the chief God. But with Submiſſion 


here was no Temple, for the Altar was raiſed in the 
Middle of the Court, that the Action might be publick 
and viſible. | 

4 Two Temples of, &c.] Pallas had two Temples in 
Thebes, one conſecrated to Minerva, oſxa, a Phani- 


cian Word, which ſignifies, Grand, or, le, i. e. 


The Aſſiſter; the other to Minerva luna, and took 
its Name from Iſmenus, a River which ran through 
Thebes. But ſome ſay the former was not in Thebes, 
but in a neighbouring Village. Æſchylus in his ſeven 
Captains againſt Thebes invokes hex by the former 
Name, e A Tt uprar, 

| pavrar'” Olza. 

e Altar of Iſmenus.] Gr, I7uerg Te paris: code 
the prophetick Aſhes of J/menus; near the River I 
menus there was a Temple ſacred to Apollo, where the 
Prieſts burnt Sacrifices, and conſulted the Flames, and 


thence delivered Prophehes, 


and 


— WW * yay  wF ____ ME. Rk. 
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and Mothers dye with their Infants. - The 


moſt cruel Peſtilence with a devouring Fire 
ravages the City, and deprives it of its Inha- 


bitants; and black Pluto grows rich by our 


Mournings and Lamentations. Wherefore 
neither I, nor theſe young Men preſent, are 
proſtrate at your Altars, as if we judged you 
equal with the Gods; but we addreſs our ſelves 
to you as to the firſt of Men, and as to one 


who is alone able to eaſe us of thoſe Calami- 


ties which oppreſs us, and to reconcile us to 
the Favour of the Gods. It is you, who co- 
ming to this City freed us from the Tribute 
which we paid to the cruel Goddeſs, and on 
that fad Occaſion you received no Succours 
but from the Gods who inſpired you; where- 
fore with Juſtice we look upon you as our 
only Deliverer. And now, O moſt powerful 
Oedipus, we all turn our Eyes toward you, 
and do beſeech you, find out ſome Remedy a- 
gainſt our Evils, either by conſulting the Gods, 
or joining in Conſultation with Men; for] ſee 
that wiſe Men often find certain Succours in the 
greateſt Evils. Gonow, thou beſt of Men, raiſe 
up your ruin'd City, pity our ſad State, as now 
this Land calls you its Saviour, by Reaſon of 
our former Deliverance which we owe to you; 
for we ſhall by no Means remember your for- 
mer Benefits, if after you have ſaved our Lives, 
you ſuffer us to periſh miſerably: But now 
preſerve the City, as before you made Fortune 
{mile on your dejected People; now be _ 
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thy ſelf, remember that the f Number of Sub- 


ʒjects makes the Grandeur of Princes, and that 


without Men, Fortreſſes and Ships are en- 
tirely uſeleſs. 

Oed. Miſerable Children, I am not igno- 
rant of the important Cauſe which brings you 
here, nor of what you with for; for well I 
know thoſe Evils which afflict you. But 
your Sufferings are nothing in Compariſon of 
mine, every one of you feels but his own E- 
vil, but my Soul is every way oppreſs' d, with 
its own Grief, with yours and all my Peo- 
ples: Think not your Cries have awaked me 
from my Sleep, but you know how many 


Tears I've ſhed, and that my Spirit hath long 


_ contended with a thouſand different Thoughts: 


In this fad Agitation I have uſed that Reme- 
dy which I thought moſt proper to haſten 
your Deliverance ; I have ſent Creon, the Son 
of Menæceus, my Wife's Brother, to the Tem- 
ple of Apollo, to inquire of that God the Way 
to ſave this City. And when I conſider the 
long Time he hath been abſent, I am fur- 
prized that he is not yet returned, nor can 1 
comprehend the Reaſon of his too long Delay. 
But when he comes, then I ſhould be the 
worſt of Men if I did not execute all that 
the God commands. 


He Number of Subjefts, &c.] Alcæus calls Men 
=vglor agi, martial Towers. And Demoſthenes 
ſays, "ArJers > wor, & & T6 X19 the Men are the Ci- 
ty, not the Walls, | 

High- 


8 
d 
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Hizh-Prieſt. My Lord, you ſpeak of Creon 
in a proper Time, for theſe Children inform 
me * he is near. a 6, 

Oed. ] with he comes with as good Luck, 
as he appears, pleaſant in his Countenance. 

High-Prieft. He doth ſo, otherwiſe he 
would not come with his Head crowned 
with Laurel. 

Oed. We ſhall ſoon know, for he is near 
enough for us to inquire the Truth of him. 


Aer I! 


Oedipus, Creon, High- Prieſt, other Prieſts 
and Thebans. 


Oed. O Prince, my beloved Kinſman, what 
Anſwer do you bring us from the God? 

Cre. A good Anſwer, for I fay that our 
Misfortunes will end if the Iſſue prove right. 

Oed. What Speech 1s that? Ir gives me 
neither ground to fear or hope. 

Cre. If you will hear the Will of God, in 
the Preſence of theſe, I am ready to ſpeak it; 
otherwiſe I will follow you into the Palace. 


Oed. Speak before them all, for I am not 


8 As good Luck.) Gr. & 1641 yi . The Particles rw 
and 2g with the AMolicks and Attichs, are common to 
both Maſculine and Feminine Genders; as Kade +6 
y ſes, 1 hear a Trumpet, 1g xecus, for what Gauſe 
or Neceſſity. VeT. SCHOL. | 
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ſo much in Pain for my ſelf, as for my affſict- 
ed People. 

Cre. ] will ſpeak what I heard of the God. 
Phebus plainly commanded us to drive Pollu- 
tion out of this Land, as being nouriſhed in 
it, and not ſuffer in it one Moment the Mon- 
ſter which is the Object of his Wrath. 

Oed. How doth he direct us to purge the 
Land? 

Cre. We muſt either drive to Baniſhment 
the Murtherer of Laius, or make him expiate 
with his own Blood, the Blood which he hath 
ſhed. Since Laiuss Blood unrevenged af- 
flicts the Land. 

Oed. Who is this whom the Oracle hath 
thus declared to us hath ſned Blood? 

Cre. Laius, my Lord, was Governor of 
this Land before you rul'd it. 

Oed. I know it, but I never ſaw him. 

Cre. It is his Death the Oracle commands 
us to revenge, by puniſhing his Murtherers. 

Oed. But in what Part of the Earth are 
they, and where will that unſearchable Foot- 
ſtep be found out, to trace the Author of a 
Crime committed ſo long ago: 

Cre. He faid here in Thebes; for that which 
we ſeek may be found, but that which is neg- 
lected, eaſily eſcapes. 

Oed. Whether did Zaius happen to meet 
this Death, at home, or in the Field, or in 
another Land? 


Cre, 
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Cre. As he travelled out to conſult the Ora- 
cle, and never returned home fince that Mo- 
.ment. | | 

Oed. Did no Meſſenger, or Guide who 
went with him in the Way return, of whom 
we may enquire and know the Truth? 

Cre. They are all dead, one excepted, who 
fled away for Fear, who could tell but one 
Thing of all that paſſed, 

Oed. What was that? For the ſmalleſt 
Light that one can diſcern often ſufficeth to 
make an entire Diſcovery. | 

Cre. He ſaid a Company of Thieves kill'd 
him, and that he fell oppreſſed by Num- 
bers. 

Oed. What Thief durſt venture to com- 
mit ſo great a Crime, had he not been en- 
courag d by the Promiſe of ſome great Re- 
ward ? 

Cre. It was ſuppoſed they lay in Ambuſh 
for him, when this Prince died, we found no 
Succour in our Evils. 

Oed. What fo great Evil then hindred you 
from making Search for the Murtherers of 
your King? 

Cre. Sphinx forced us to think only of our 
preſent Evil, and negle& thoſe whoſe Author 
was more uncertain. 

Oed. But I will lay all open from the Be- 
ginning, it is with Juſtice that Apollo ordered 
us by your Mouth to revenge this Murther ; 
| wherefore 
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wherefore you ſhall find me your Aſſiſtant. 
Iwill expiate this Land, and juſtify the Ora- 
cle of the God: And herein it is not for any 
of my Relations, but for my ſelf I labour; I 
defend my ſelf from the Violence of an Aſ- 
ſaſin: For whoſoever it was that kill'd Laius, 
would imbrue likewiſe his Hands in my Blood: 
So that while I labour for his Vengeance, at 
the ſame Time I provide for my own Securi- 

Wherefore quickly, Children; riſe from 


ty. 
theſe Seats, taking in your Hands thoſe ſacred 


— „let another gather the People of 


| Thebes together here; while I try all Methods. 


This Diſcovery which the God hath made us, 
will either end our Lives, or our Evils. 
Higb-Prieſt. O Children, let us riſe, ſince 


we only come to demand what the King hath 
executed, and may Phæbus, who gave thoſe 


b You ſhall find me your Aſſiſtant, &c.] Obſerve 


how nicely Sophocles manages the Character of Oedipus, 


ſo as to make him appear what a Tragedian ought to 
chuſe as a proper Subject of his Tragedy, that is, nei- 
ther bad nor good in the ſuperlative Degree. For as 
he 1s here repreſented as a good Prince, and one who 
omitted nothing that could any Way conduce to the 
Good of his People, yet hath he in ſeveral Inſtances 
ſhew'd himſelf to be imprudent, violent, and proud. 
Yet were not thoſe Crimes properly the Cauſe of his 
Misfortunes, but his Raſhneſs, and Curiofity ; for 
Creon tells him hereafter : Such Tempers as yours are in- 


fupportable to themſelves. And theſe are the Vices which 


Sophocles would have us correct. 
Oracles, 
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Oracles, be our Saviour and Healer of all our 


Evils. 
[i Exeunt all but the Priefts who compoſe 
the Chorus. 


i Exeunt all but the Prie/ts wha compoſe the Chorus.) The 
old Scholiaft hath miſtaken the Perſons of whom the Cho- 
rus of this Tragedy conſiſts, for he tells us that 7$«ew 5 
leg ds megtos Ii mig ba © duc g dig vd Keoys mas ig 
wx), and a little after 7 7 vegan 7G gare wer 
£4471 weren“) rule, 15 av 6 xe Comunangs)). The High- 
Prieſt goes out, having done that which he came to do, and 
likewiſe to make room for another Actor = — accor- 
ding to the King's Command come in certain ancient Men, 
of whom the Chorus is compos'd. But he ſeems to be 
ſufficiently confuted by the learned Mr. Dacier, for 
bow is it poſſible that ancient Men who arriv'd on the 
Theatre but the Moment that the High-Prieſt and 
Youths who accompanied him departed, ſhould know 
the Oracle which Creon brought from Apollo, and ſo 
make Reflections ſo ſuitable to it as they do in the fol- 
lowing Song ? It is moſt reaſonable therefore, that the 
Chorus ſhould confiſt of ſuch Perſons as had taken Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Theatre from the Beginning of the Acti- 
on. The Words of Sophacles are ſufficient to confate 
this Error, for he tells us the Age and the State of 
thoſe who are aſſembled at the Altar, viz. himſelf 
at the Head of a fele& Number of Theban Youths, and 
the other Prieſts of the ſeveral Temples; he retires af- 
ter he had perform'd what belong'd to his Office, and 
the Youths along with him, it being neither ſuitable to 
the Dignity of the High-Prieſt, nor the Capacity of the 
Youths to be of the Chorus, It remains the that 
the other Prieſts who were preſent from the beginning 
of the Action, had heard the Oracle, and what elſe 
paſs'd between Oedipus and Creon, in order to a Diſco- 
very of the Murtherers, muſt compoſe the Chorus, un- 
dil they are join'd by others of the principal Citizens. 
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Acr l. ScENE III. 


Chorus. 


Cho. O divine Oracle which came from the 
rich Pythian Temple to famous Thebes, my 
Spirits are ſeized with Aſtoniſhment and Fear. 
O Delian King, Healer, I worſhip thy Divi- 
nity. Tell me, divine Oracle, what Effects of 
thy Beneficence ſhall we receive now, or in 
Proceſs of Time ? Daughter of golden Hope. 
You, O immortal Minerva, Daughter of 

ove, firſt I invoke; and Diana, Governeſs 
of the Earth, which hath a famous Throne 
in this City, and thou Apollo, the Darter, I 
invoke likewiſe ; you three Repellers of Evil 
be favourable, fince you e e- the Evil 
which as a raging Fire conſum'd our City, 
come ſtill to my Aſſiſtance, O ye Gods, I bear 
numberleſs Evils. All the People are feeble 
and languiſhing, and our oppreſſed Spirits 
cannot furniſh us with the leaſt Succour; nor 
can the Fruits of the Earth arrive to their 
Maturity, neither are the Women able to bear 
the Throws of Child-birth. You may ſee 
one fall dead upon another, who ſwifter than 
a well-wing'd Fowl or Lightning, rowl them- 
ſelves toward the Shore of the infernal God, 
ſo that the City is daily more and more deſer- 
ted. An infinite Number of miſerable Abor- 
tives lie dead unlamented on the Ground ; 2900 

ers 
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thers and Grand-Mothers oppreſſed with 
Evils aſſembled from all Parts, proſtrate 
themſelves at theſe Altars, which they re- 
gard as a ſecure Port, and demand of the 
Gods an end of theſe Evils. The Prayers 
which they addreſs to Apollo are mix'd with 
Cries and Lamentations. Wherefore, O thou 
beauteous Daughter of ove, eſpouſe our 
Cauſe, and expell this wicked Mars out of 
this Countrey, either into the vaſt Bed of Am- 
phitrite, or into the Euxine Sea, which daſhes 
againſt the Thracian Rocks. What the Night 
leaves unperformed the Day accompliſhes. O 
Jupiter, who ruleſt the Powers of the 7 le 
Lightnings, conſume him with your Light- 
ning. O! Lycian King, ſend your invincible 
Arrows from your Golden Bow for our Aſ- 
ſiſtance: And thou Diana, enlighten us with 
thy purple Rays wherewith thou paſſeſt over 
the Lycian Mountains. Thee I invoke alſo, ad- 
orn'd with a golden Mitre, drinking Bacchus, 
Companion of the Mænades, to come to our 
Help burning with your bright Torch this 
moſt inglorious of all the Gods. 
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AcT II. ScENE I. 


Oedipus, Chorus, Attendants. 
| OU aſk, but if you would 
obtain your Requeſt, you mult 
5 liſten unto my Words, and aſ- 
N B Git your ſelves by obeying my 
Decree, and, you, may obtain a Remedy a- 
1 0 your Evils. 15 who heretofore ne- 

er thought of ſpea of this Murther, nor 
could. I be ſulpedied of 3 a any Share in it. 


k ou,aſe, but if you would obtain your Requeſt. 1 Oe. 
dipus being reſolved to uſe all Means in his Power to 
difcover the Murtherer of Laius, firſt encourageth all 
his Subjects to aſſiſt him, by.telling them, that as he 
was the Cauſe of the Peſtilence, if he were diſcovered 
and expell'd, that would ceaſe. Wherefore he lays his 
ſtrict Commands, that whoever knew where he was, 
ſhould inſtantly difcover him, and promiſes the Diſco- 
verer both a Reward and Thanks for his Service. And 
to encourage the Murtherer to diſcover himſelf, he ſays 


he ſhall ſuffer nothing but Baniſhment out of the City, 


a ſmall Puniſhment for ſo great a Crime, and only e- 
qual with that which the Romans called minor Capitis di- 
minutio, which is as Paul. Furiſe. expreſſeth it, cum a- 
mittimus civitatem, & libertatem retinemus. But if no- 
thing will prevail upon them to diſcover him, he lays 
the utmoſt Curſe upon him, viz, that he | ſhould be 
driven from all Things common. 


I would 


2 
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I would not have enterprized to ſearch the 
Author of this Crime, unleſs I had ſome cer- 
tain Signs how to diſcover him: But now, 
ſince I am of the Number of the Citizens, I 
decree to all you Thebans, that whoſoever of 

ou knows him who flew Laius, the Son of 
Labdacus, that he diſcover him to me. Bur 


if he who committed the Crime fears to come 


and accuſe himſelf, I ſhall free him from that 
Fear, he ſhall ſuffer no other Puniſhment bur 
Exile, Burt if any one knew any other his 
Murtherer, of any other Land, let him not 
be ſilent, for I will give him Thanks, and a 
Reward proportionable to ſo great a Service. 
But if you will ſtill be ſilent, and any one out 
of Fear for his Friend or himſelf holds his 
Peace, then hear what I ſhall do. I forbid 
that Man, whoſoever he is, to be received in- 


to this Land, whoſe Government I poſſeſs, to 


ſpeak to any Body, or to be made a Commu- 
nicant of the Prayers and Sacrifices of the 
Gods, or to m partake of the Holy Water: 
But I command that all ſhould chaſe him 
from their Houſes, and purſue him as the 
Miſcreant who pollutes this Land, as the Py- 


| Partake of the Holy Water.) The Ancients had a 
Cuſtom, that before they went to Sacrifice, all thoſe 
who partook thereof, ſhould waſh their Hands, and 
the Water in which they wafhed was called x74, and 
with this Water likewiſe they were afterwards ſprinkled 
by the Prieſts; on both which Accounts the Poets uſe 
x4g1in1ec7 inſtead of ii fig, to offer Sacrifice. 
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thian Oracle of the God has manifeſtly decla- 
red to me. And ſo I will accompliſh the 
Will of che God, and revenge the Dead, and 
I curſe him that did it, whether he being one 
conceals himſelf, or if he had his Accompli- 
ces, to drag a miſerable Life. And I be- 
ſeech the Gods, that I may ſuffer the ſad Ef- 
fects of thoſe Imprecations, if the Murtherer 
be in my Palace and I am conſcious to it, 
And I beſeech you all to execute all thoſe 
Decrees, both for your Love of me, and the 


| Reſpect which you owe to the God, and for 


the Compaſſion which you are obliged to 
have for your Countrey, which is ſo barren, 
and fo miſerably deſtroyed. For if the Gods 
did not poſitively demand Vengeance, yet 
were it not convenient for you to ſee this 
Murtherer paſs unpuniſh'd, and not-to purſue 
the Murtherer of ſo great a Man, and your 


King. At preſent I poſſeſs the Throne of 


which he was ſeiz d; the Queen his Spouſe 
hath rais'd me to her Bed, and choſen me for 
her Huſband, and his Children likewiſe 
would have been mine if he had had any. 
Bur ſince the Powers deny'd him thoſe Bleſ- 
ſings, now that Misfortune hath oppreſs d 
him, I will ſupply their Place and labour for 
him as for my own Father. I will try every 
Method to find out the Author of the Mur- 
ther of this Deſcendant of ancient Agenor. 
And to thoſe which do not obey my Orders, 


her 


= v1 


F. 
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her Fruits, and that their Wives may die 
without Children, and that themſelves may 
die ſuch a Death or a worſe than threatens 
them. But to us, who with all our Hearts 
conſent to what I have faid, may Juſtice be 
an Aſſiſtant, and may the eternal Gods favour 
us with their Protection. 

Cho. My Lord, as you have bound me by 
a Curſe to diſcover the Murtherer, I declare I 
neither kill'd him, nor do I know who kill'd. 
him: Bur to reſolve that Queſtion belongs to 
him that fent the Oracle. 

Oed. You have ſpoke right, but ® no Man 
can force the Gods to ſpeak what they will 


not, 


Cho. T have till a ſecond Advice to give 


you. 


Oed. And if you have after that a third, do 
not omit. to ſpeak it. 


| Cho. n King Tireſias hath the fame Know- 


m No Man can force the Gods.) Oedipus makes this 


Anſwer to the Chorus, to prevent the Fiction of their 
ſending again to the 0 leſt it ſhould cauſe too 
long a Delay in the Drama, which to the Audience 
would taſte but infipid : Nor was it neceſlary, for it is 
plain that the ſame Oracle which declared the Cauſe 
of the Peſtilence, did likewiſe point out the Murtherer, 
tho* Creon, for Fear of the King's Diſpleaſure, would 
not diſcover it. | | 

n King Tirefias.] The Chorus calls him Ring, be- 
cauſe of his prophetick Spirit, not for any civil Power 
which he poſſeſſed. It may not be improper to inſert 


here a Paſſage out of Dr. Potter's Archeal. Græc. which 
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ledge with Apollo in this Affair; and by con- 
— him you may diſcover what you ſearch 
or. 


Oed. Nor was 1 negligent in that Affair; 


but by the Advice of Creon, I ſent two Meſ- 
ſengers for him, and it is a Wonder why he 
is abſent fo long. 


fully juſtifies the Chorus in giving Tireſſas this Title. 
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It has been the Cuſtom of all Nations to pay a pe- 
culiar Honour to their Prieſts; which was partly 


done out of Reſpect to the Gods, whom they re- 


preſented ; and partly becauſe they did not pray for 
a Bleſſing on themſelves, their own Families and 
Friends only, but on whole Communities, on the 
whole State of Mankind. They were accounted 
Mediators between Gods and Men, being obliged 
to offer the Sacrifices and Prayers of the People to 
their Gods and on the other Side igulvov]as 
ag Ses, arlewrei,, deputed by the Gods to be their 
Interpreters to Men, to inſtruct them how to pray 
for themſelyes, what it was moſt expedient to aſk, 
what Sacrifices, what Vows, what Gifts would be 
moſt acceptable to the Gods; and in ſhort to teach 
them all the Ceremonies uſed in divine Worſhip, 
On this Account the Prieſts were honoured 
with the next Place to their Kings, and chief Ma- 
giſtrates ; and in many Places wore the ſame Ha- 
bits. - Theſe were often conſecrated to the Prieſt- 
hood. Thus Anius in Virgil was King of Dales, aud 
Prieſt of Apollo. 


Rex Anius, Rex idem hominum Phœbigus ſacerdu. 


The ſame Author proves by a Paſſage in Plutarch, that 


evlippewer d 75 4 irpwr wing Heu ge n 7 Parikets, 


Dignity Prigſis was equal to that of Kings. 


22 
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Cho. There are other Reports concerning 
his Death, but they are frivolous and vain. 

Oed. What are they ? For I weigh every 
Thing I hear. => 

Cho. He is ſaid to have been ſlain by ſome 
nad ̃˙ | 

Oed. And I too heard that, but can find 
none who can ſay he faw the Murther com- 
mitted. | 

Cho. But tho he be a little fearful of the 


- Diſcovery, he will not attend the Effect of 


your Imprecations. - | 
Oed. Who does not fear to act the Crime, 
will not fear the Imprecations. 
Cho. But he who diſcovers him is come, 
for they bring hither a divine Prophet, who 


alone of all Men ſpeaks nothing but the 


Truth, 


AcT II. ScEkxE II. 


Oedipus, Tirefias, Chorus, &c. 


Oed. Wiſe Tiręſias, who knoweſt all Things 
which can be known, who knoweſt the Se- 
crets of the Heavens, and of the Earth's dark 
Womb; tho' you are deprived of the Day's 


Light, yet you cannot fail of knowing the E- 


vils in which this City is plunged, of which, 
O King, we regard thee the only Saviour and 
Helper: If our Meſſengers Have not already 
informed thee, Phæbus has ſent Word to us, 

„ that 
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that our Freedom from this Diſeaſe would 
only be obtained by ſearching diligently che 
Murtherers of Laius, and either putting them 
to Death, or expelling them out of the King- 
dom. But thou conceal not from us the 
Truth, but conſult the Voice of Birds, make 
uſe of all Ways of Divination, deliver thy 


ſelf and the City, deliver me, inſtruct us how 


to appeaſe the Blood which cries againſt us; 
we rely on thee, and remember that to ſuc- 
cour the Miſerable is the nobleſt of La- 


 bours. 


Tir. © Alas! alas! How oftendoth Knowledge 
make us unhappy ? For what I know now, un- 
does me : I ſhould not have come hither. 

Oed. What is the Reaſon that you come 
hither in ſuch Amazement ? 

Tir. Diſmiſs me hence; your Evils and 
mine likewiſe will be more ſupportable if you 
will follow my Counſel. + 

Oed. What you fay is unjuſt, and in refu- 
ſing to anſwer us, you refuſe to ſucgour this 
City which brought you up. 


o Alas! als! How often, &c.] Triclinius ſays, that 
Tireſias begins with this ſad Exclamation, as fearing 


ſome Miſchief from Oedipus if he ſhould diſcover him 


to be the Cauſe of the Peſtilence, but this doth not 
agree with what he ſays afterwards. 

& yag ut eie Weg; yi on Tiodv 

It is not my Fate to die by thee, and 
ren & 70 Toy deioaug megownoer 

1 go hence, not fearing your Face. 


3 \ Tir. 
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Tir, I fee that your Demand will plunge 
you into the worſt of Evils, therefore force 
me not to ſpeak. ** 

Cho. Nay by the Gods do not return ſo; 
ſince we all as Suppliants adore you. 

Tir. Yes, but you do not all underſtand 
what you do, but I by no means will diſco- 
ver the Evils which environ you, as I ſhall d 
if I ſpeak what I know. | 

Oed. What fay you? Tho' you know the 
Truth, will you conceal it? Can you betray 
us, and ſuffer your Countrey entirely to be 
deſtroyed ? 

Tir. It is for your Sake no leſs than my 
own that I am filent. Why do you raſhly 
accuſe me ? If I ſhould ſpeak, you would not 
liſten to me. (SSI 

Oed. Thou worſt of Fellows, thou wouldſt 
enrage the hardeſt Rocks ; wilt thou tell us 
nothing? Art thou ſo inexorable and moroſe 
in thy Anger ? ; Jt : 

Tir. You have upbraided me with my An- 
ger, but conſider not your own, therefore 
you inſult me. | 

Oed. Who would not be angry to hear 
theſe Words, and to ſee how diſhonourably 
you treat your Countrey ? * 

Tir. The Evils which I ſee will come to 
paſs of themſelves, tho I conceal them. 

Oed. Therefore you ought to tell me what 
will come to paſs. 


Tir. 
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Tir. I will not ſpeak any farther, be you 
tranſported with never ſo fierce Anger. 

Oed. Therefore thus enraged as I am, I can 
neither regard Meaſures, nor diflemble any 
Thing. It appears to me that you were an 
Accomplice in this Crime, tho' your Hands 
be free from the very Fact; but if you had 
your Eyes, I ſhould accuſe: you as the only 
Author of it. 

Tir. True, but I declare that you are ob- 
noxious to thoſe Imprecations which you have 


pronounced; and that from this preſent Day 


you are neither 3 to ſpeak to me nor 


your Subjects, but that we ought all to look 
upon you as the Monſter which draws down 
upon this Land the Wrath of Heaven. 

Oed. With what Impudence dareſt thou 
invent this Falſhood ? Do you think to eſcape 
my Reſentment? 

Tir. I do, for Truth is ſtronger than In- 
Juſtice. #4 

Oed. Who diſcovered this Truth ? Not 
your Art. 

Tir. You did, for you forced me unwil- 
lingly to ſpeak. | 
Oed. What? Speak again that I may un- 
derſtand you better. 

Tir. Do you not underſtand yet? Or de 
you tempt me to ſpeak? 

Oed. It is not to tempt you. But ſpeak 

again. | Y | 


Tir. 
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Tir. I ſay that you are the Murtherer of 
this Man whoſe Murtherer you ſeek. pe" 

Oed. Do you glory in the Affront you put 
upon me, and again repeat it? 

Tir. And what if I ſhould ſpeak all that 
I know? How much more then would you 
be enraged ? - | 

Oed. Say as much as you pleaſe, it will 
be all ſaid in vain. 

Tir. I fay that you, unknown to your ſelf, 
do converſe criminally with your neareſt Re- 
lation, and ſee not into what an Abyſs of Mi- 
ſery you are plunged. 

Oed. And doſt thou think that I will al- 
ways bear this, and ſuffer thee to triumph? 

Tir. Yes, for Truth hath ever the greateſt 
Power. 

Oed. It hath, but Truth is not in thee, 
ſince thou art no leſs blind in the Eyes of thy 
Mind, than in the Eyes of thy Body. 

Tir. But thou art a Wretch to upbraid me 
with theſe Things, with which there is none 
of theſe preſent who will not upbraid thee 
{oon. | 

Oed. Thy Life is only preſerved by thy 
Darkneſs in which thou art plunged, and but 
for that, this is the laſt Time that ever any 
ſhould behold thee. 12 

Tir. It is not my Fate to fall by you, for 
Apollo is my Safeguard. 

Oed. Are theſe Creon's Inventions, or yours? 


Tir. 
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Tir. Creon has done you no Injury, but 
you alone have injured your ſelf. 

Oed. O Wealth and Power, and Art excel- 
ling all Arts, how doſt thou expoſe us to En- 


vy? Since for the Sake of this Crown, which 


the People with one Conſent have placed up- 
on my Head, Creon, my once faithful Friend 
hath laid a Snare for me, and ſtirred up againſt 
me that old Enchanter, that Impoitor who is 
clear- ſighted only in his Intereſt, but is blind in 
his Art. Wherefore ſay, How is it poſſible that 
you ſhould be a true Prophet? When that hor- 
rid Monſter Sphinx deſtroyed the Land, why 
did you not find out ſome Way to deliver it ? 
And to explain that Anigma was not for any 
ordinary Perſon, but there needed a prophetick 
Spirit which you have not, and which the 
Gods never gave thee; but I Oedipus, an 
ignorant Perſon came, and explained the X- 


nigma with my Ingenuity ; nor did I find it 


out by conſulting Birds. I did it, whom you 


attempt to baniſh, thinking to be Creon's prin- 


cipal Favourite; but this Plot may fall upon 


your own Head, and his who was the Author 


I Oedipus an ignorant Perſon.) This Oedipus ſays 


of himſelf through Modeſty, whereas indeed his Wit 


which he diſcovered in ſolving the Anigma of Sphinx, 
grew into a Proverb, as we find by the Words of Da- 


Davus ſum, non Oedipus. 


of 
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of it: And had I not ſome Reverence for your 
Age, I would make thee by fad Experience 
know the Effects of your wicked Deſigns. 
Cho. Both the Words of Tireſias, and thoſe 
of Oedipus, ſeem to us who have conſidered 
them with cooler Reaſon, to be only "= 
in Anger. This is no proper Time to ſpeak 
our private Reſentments, but to conſider how 
we may beſt ſolve the Oracle of the God. 

Tir. Though you are King, it is but juſt 
that I anſwer you with the fame Freedom 
which you uſe in ſpeaking to me. I am not 
your Subject, but Apollo's, neither will I em- 
ploy Creon to protect me; but (I fay) ſince you 
have reproached me as blind, you your ſelf 
ſee, but ſee not in what Evils you are plunged, 
neither where you live, nor with who y 
dwell. But do you know of whom you are 
born? And do you not know that you are 
an Enemy to your neareſt Relations, both 
thoſe who are dead, and thoſe on the Earth? 
The bitter Curſes on both Sides, which you 
derive from your Father and your Mother, 
drive you out of the Earth, who though you 
ſee now, hereafter you will be uu" in Dark- 
neſs; and in what Place will not you make 
your Cries be heard? What Mountain will not 
echo your Complaints? When you perceive 
what an unhappy Marriage you have failed 
into, after a proſperous Voyage. You know 
not yet of all your Evils, which will put you 
in the Number of your Children; and now re- 

proach 
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proach Creon and me as much as you pleaſe 


for this Freedom; but no more criminal Wretch 


than thy ſelf will ever meet his deſerved 
Fate. 

Oed. Muſt I then hear this Speech from 
him? Be gone to Perdition quickly; be gone 
from our Palace, away. 7 

Tir. I would not have come if you had 
not called me. | 

Oed. I did not know you would talk ſuch 


fooliſh Things, otherwiſe I would not have 


called you hither in ſuch Haſte. 
Tir. You accuſe me of Folly, but your Fa- 
ther thought me wiſe. [ Going, 
Oed. Who? Stay. Who was my Fa- 


ther? 


Tir. This ſame Day will give you both your 
Birth, and your Death. 

Oed. How myſterious and dark are all your 
Words ? | 

Tir. Therefore you are the propereſt to 
explain them. 

Oed. You reproach me with a Thing which 
* >) 


de all my Grandeur. 
Tir, Ir is that Grandeur which has ruined 
you, | 
Oed. But if I have preſerved the City, my 
own Safety is of ſmall Importance to me. 
Tir. I go hence, and thou, Boy, lead me. 
Oed. Let him lead you away, your Preſence 
is here but importunate, and you only trou- 


ble us; when you are gone, we ſhall be eaſy. 


Tir. 
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Tir. I go away, ſince I have faid thoſe 
Things on the Account of which I came hi- 
ther; nor do I fear your Face, for it is not 
in your Power to kill me. I tell thee then, 
that this Man whom a while ago thou didſt 
purſue with Threats and Decrees as the Mur- 
therers of Laius, is here. He paſſes for a 
Stranger, but he will ſoon appear to be a home 
born Theban: Nor will his Fortune give him 
much Delight; for blind and poor, he will be 
a Wanderer in a ſtrange Land. [ Shewing his 
Scepter, the Enſign of his royal Dignity.] He will 
appear to be a Brother and Father to his Chil- 
dren, a Son and Huſband of her of whom he 
was born, his Father's Son, and Murtherer. 
Nov retire into your Palace, and there think 
on what I have faid; and if that you ſhall find 
me to have ſpoken falſe, then you may ſay that 
I am no Prophet. 


AcT I. Scene III. 


Chorus, STROPHE I. 


4 Who is he whom the propheſying Del- 
pbicſ Rock accuſed to have committed Mur- 


* Who is he whom the propheſying, &c.] The CHo- 
rus being willing to favour Oedipus, nor yet preſuming; 
to accuſe Tireſias of Falſhood, ſpeaks in a doubtful 
Manner, wondering of whom Apollb ſhould ſpeak ; and 
becauſe Parnaſſus a very ſteep rocky Mountain was 
Apollo's Oracle, therefore he 


ther, 


near Delphi, and thereon 


calls it the Delphick Rock, 
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ther, the worſt of Crimes, with his blood 
Hands? Whoſoever he is, it is Time for him 
with the ſwifteſt Racer's Speed to take his 
Flight; for the Son of Jupiter, armed with 
Fire and Lightning, is prepared to aſſail him. 
And the cruel inevitable Fates purſue him. 


AN TISTROPHE I. 


For the Oracle of ſnowy Parnaſſus, decla- 
red that every one ſhould ſearch this Man 
who hides himſelf. The Wretch traverſes 
the Foreſts, ſearches out the Dens and Crevices 
of the Rocks, he wanders alone in the Fields 
as a Bull, to evade the Effect of the Oracles 


It was ſuppoſed to be in the very Middle of the 
Earth, for which Reaſon the Oracles are a little after 
called, rs wroiuparc yas warlda. And the City of Del- 
phi, near which this Oracle ſtands, is called Orbis um- 
bilicus, Hear Alex ab Alex. on this Subject, Lib. VI. 
Cap. 2. Delphi orbis umbilicus commune ommum oracu- 
lum in alto Parnaſſo, urbs non mænibus, ſed abruptis ru- 
pibus munita, arduo ac difficilt aſcenſu. Templum Apol- 
linis cultu & religione longe celebratiſſimum intra urbem 
non manu extructa, ſed nativa præcipitia mumvere. The 
Reaſon of Delphi being, called the Navel of the Earth, 
is founded upon a Fable, that Jupiter once having let 
fly two Eagles, one from the Eaſt, and another from 
the Weſt,” they met each other juſt at Delphi; in Me- 
mory whereof they conſecrated in the Temple two Ea- 
gles, and a Navel upon which they ſtood, made of 
white Stone, with a Ribband hanging from it inſtead 
of a Navel String. Strabo aſſures us that this is in the 


very Middle of Greece, which, perhaps might occafion 
the Fable. ; : 
delivered 
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defivered from the Middle of the Earth, but 
they are immortal and inevitable. 


STROPHE IT. 


The wiſe Prophet comes to diſturb us with 
diſmal Explications, neither to be denied, nor 
yet rejected. What ſhall I fay ? I am perplex- 


ed with Doubts, from Hope to Fear alternate- 


ly I am toſs d: Nor do I ſee what can deter- 
mine me, for I never heard that there was 
ever any Difference between the Son of Lab- 
dacus, and the Son of Polybus. Therefore 
why ſhould I by violent Conjectures make the 
Senſe of the Oracle fall upon Oedipus, and re- 
venge upon him a Murther, of which we know 
not the Author? | | 


ANTISTROPHE II. 


Yet Jupiter and Apollo are wiſe, and know 


all the Actions of Men: But that a Prophet 
has more Knowledge from the Gods than ano- 
ther, it is not certainly determined; one Man 
may excel another in Prudence, yet they may 


all be deceived; but before I ſee a certain O- 


racle, I will not accuſe Oedipus. This is cer- 
tain, that a horrid Monſter ravaged this Land, 
and we then were Witneſſes of his Wiſdom, 
for which the City was well diſpoſed towards 
him, and therefore they ſhall never charge this 

Crime on him by my Conſent. Sy 
O Acr 
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what Deſign. 


AQT III. SCENE I. 


Chreon, Corus, Attendants, 


2 Hebans, I came to you, for I 
could not ſupport the terrible 
News which I heard, that 
2 King Oedipus accuſes me of 
che blackeſt of —— If in a Time ſo 
calamitous as this, he thinks I have conſpired 
againſt him, or went about to defame him, 
I defire not a longer Life; for an Accuſation 
of ſo bad a Nature will bring the greateſt of 
Scandals upon me, for it will make me paſs 
for a wicked Man among the Citizens, among 


you, and all my Friends. 
Cho. It was only his violent Anger that ſug- 


geſted to him that Suſpicion, it was not the 
real Perſuaſion of his Mind. 


Cre. Whoſe Aſſertion was it that the Pro- 
Repe perſuaded by my Counſel, ſpreads falſe 


ports of him? 
Cho. It was faid, but I know not upon 


* Cre. 


— 
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Cre. Did my Accuſer ſpeak with a bold 


Preſence, and ſound Mind? 


Cbo. I do not know, for the Actions of Prin- 
ces are above my Reach. But ſee, himſelf 
comes out of the Palace. 5 


Acr III. ScENE II. 


Oedipus, Chorus, Creon. 


Oed. Here you; how came you hither ? 
Or have you the Impudence to come into my 
Palace, who art certainly the Murtherer of 
Laius; who haſt — conſpired againſt me 
to rob me of my Crown? Speak by the Gods, 
did you obſerve any Cowardize or Folly in me, 
that you dare to enterprize ſo hardy an At- 
tempt? Or did you think that I ſhould not at 
laſt diſcover your Conſpiracy, and that I 


would not prevent it? But is it not the great- 
eſt Folly to aſpire to the Throne without the - 


Favour of the People and Friends, which is 
always obtained by their Favour and Abun- 
dance of Wealth? 

Cre. But how did I do it? * Let me ſpeak 


Did my Accuſer ſpeak with a bold Preſence, &c. ] i. e. 
Was he in his Senſes; as a Perſon in his Senſes hath a 
ſound Mind and ſtedfaſt Eye, ſo one befides himſelf 
hath a Diſtracted Mind, and wandring Eye. 


Let me ſpeak in my Turn.] The Character which 


Sphocles gives Creon, is directly oppoſite to that of Oe- 
put; for as the latter is repreſented precipitate and 


O 2 in 


— 
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in my Turn? When you have heard, then 
judge me your ſelf. 

Oed. You are very eloquent, but I do not 
think fit to hear you: It is enough I have 


found you my grievous Enemy. 
Cre. But pray hear firſt what Defence I 
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» ſhall make. 
5 Oed. Do not tell me that you are not a per- 
Ta fidious Man. 
= Cre. If you think that blind Obſtinacy is 
s of any Advantage to you, you are miſtaken. 
2 Oed. If you think to conſpire againſt your 
by Kinſman, and not ſuffer a Puniſhment equal 
2 to your Crime, you are miſtaken. 
Cre. J agree with you, but inform me what 
"4 Injury you have ſuftered from me. 
5 Oed. Did you not perſuade me to ſend to 
that venerable Prophet? 
Cre. I did, and ſtill give you the ſame 
Counſel, 


Oed. How long Time, fince, Laius --- 

Cre. Was what? For I do not underſtand 
| ” Oo Was aſſaſinated and ſlain. | 
Cre. A great many Years ago, which can- 
not eaſily be reckoned. 


violent in his Accuſation, ſo the other is wiſe and mo- 
derate, while by Arguments drawn ex improbabili, and 
at laſt by a folemn Oath, he endeavours to acquit him- 
ſelf of the Suſpicion of having acted falfly for his own 
Intereſt, | | 

Oed. 
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Oed. Was then this Prophet converſant in 
this Art? Ph | 
Cre. His Wiſdom then, was as his Honour, 
reat. | 
b Oed. Did he never make Mention of me in 
thoſe Times? 

Cre. Never in my Preſence. 

Oed. But was no Search made for the Mur- 
therer ? 

Cre. There was, but we never heard of 
him. 

Oed. Why therefore then did not this wiſe 
Prophet ſay what he doth to Day? 

Cre. I do not know; as to Things which I 
underſtand nor, Ilove to hold my Peace. 

Oed. But you know what concerns your 
ſelf, and would do well to ſpeak it. 


Cre. Speak what? I will never deny what 


I know? 
Oed. Unleſs the Prophet had conſpired with 


you, he had never accuſed me with the Mur- - 


ther of Laius. 

Cre. Whether he accuſed you or not, your 
ſelf knows it, for I want to learn of you the 
ſame Things which you would learn of me. 

Oed. Demand whatſoever you will of me, 
| ſhall never be proved the Murtherer. | 

Cre. Have you not married my Siſter? . 

Oed. ] cannot deny what you ſay. 


Cre. And is it not as true that you divide 


with her the ſupreme Power ? 


923 Oed 
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Oed. She hath an abſolute Power over me, 
and grant her whatſoever her Wiſh can form. 

Cre. And is it not true, that after you both 
I poſſeſs the higheſt Honours? 

Oed. It is that which makes thy Treach- 

ery ſtill more conſpicuous. 

Cre. You would change your Sentiments, 
if you would give me Liberty to ſpeak. Con- 
ſider, is there any Man in the World, who 
would rather be a King with all rhoſe Fears 
and Terrors which accompany a Kingdom, 
than tolive in the Boſom of Reſt, with all the 
Surety of the Condition of a Perſon, which by 
another Name, poſſeſſeth the ſame Power? 
For me it is not the Name of a King which I 
am ambitious of, but to do the Actions, and 
that ought to be the Ambition of every wiſe 
Man. Now without being expoſed to the 
leaſt Danger, I receive of you all thoſe Gra- 
ces'which my Wiſh can form, and if I were 


a King my ſelf, I ſhould be obliged to do 


many Things againſt my Will. How then 
ſhould a Kingdom be more defirable ro me 


than an unenvied Power? I am not fo im- 
prudent as to prefer the dangerous Grandeur 


of a King, to an Eſtate that is more ſafe and 
advantageous. Now I pleaſe all the World ; 

all the World make Court to me; and they 
who would approach your Throne, firſt ad- 
dreſs themſelves to me: It is thro my Hands 


| all the Graces paſs which you grant; __ 
TH | en 
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then ſhould 1 flight all theſe Advantages, and 
deſire to obtain a Kingdom? One who is ſo 
prudent as to conſider this, could not be fo 
unwiſe; and I not only never would have 
had thoſe Thoughts, but I neger would have 
ſuffered it in any other: And for a Confirma- 
tion of the Truth of what I have ſaid, go to 
the Pythian Oracle, and enquire if I have nor 
faichfully declared to you all which it anſwer- 
ed me: And if you ſhall find that I have 
formed any Deſign in Conjunction with the 
Prophet, you ſhall not kill me by one ſingle 
Vote, but mine ſhall likewiſe follow yours. 
But pray do not privately condemn me for a 
blind Suſpicion, for if it is not juſt raſhly to 
take Bad Men for Good, it is ſtill leſs fo to 
take Good Men for Bad. For I tell you that 


to deprive ones ſelf of a good Friend, is to 


caſt away ones own Life, which is moſt dear 


to us. But in Time you will know all theſe 
Things more plainly, ſince Time only proves 


who is a juſt Man, and you may know a 
wicked Man in one Day. | 
Cho. My Lord, he hath ſpoke to you very 


wiſely, tho' your Care were never ſo juſt to 


prevent your Ruin; for thoſe who judge with 
too much Haſte, never judge with Cer- 
tainty. 

Oed. When any privately lies in Ambuſh 
againſt me, I ought to be cautious to avoid 
his Snares; if at ſuch a Time I ſuffer Sloth to 
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creep upon me, he will accompliſh his wick- 
Enterprize, and I ſhall not be able to de- 
fend my iel. 
Cre. What therefore would you do, ſend 


me out of the Land? 


Oed. No, but you ſhall die. 

Cre. But you muſt firſt ſhew what is my 
Crime. 

Oed. You talk as if you would not ſubmit 3 
to ME. 

Cre. Becauſe you act unjuſtly. 

Oed. I act for my own Security. 

Cre. So ought I likewiſe to act for mine. 

Oed. But you are a wicked Man. | 

Cre. But what if theſe are the Dictates of 
blind Paſſion? 

Oed. Yet even then I may uſe my Power, 

Cre. No, unleſs you uſe it lawfully. 

Oed. O City, City ! 

Cre, The City is for my Intereſt, not yours 
only. 

Che, Ceaſe, ye Princes, Jocaſta comes out 
of the Palace in a fit Juncture to ee 
chis Strife. 


Aer III. Screng III. 


Jocaſta, Creon, Oedipus, Chorus. 


Jo. Miſerable Princes, why have you en- 


gaged you ſelves in this unſeaſonable my 
. te 
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reſt? Are you not aſhamed, while the King- 

dom is on the very Brink of Ruin, to quarrel 
about your private Reſentments? Go into the 
Palace, and you, Creon, retire to yours, and 
make not light Misfortunes greater. | 

Cre. Madam, Oedipus, your Huſband, treats 

me with the greateſt Injuſtice, threatning 
either to drive me to Baniſhment, or to pur 
me toa ſhameful Death. | 

Ded. I own it, Madam, for I have diſco- 
vered a Conſpiracy which he had formed a- 
gainſt me. 

Cre. May the worſt of Evils fall upon me, 
and I pray to the Gods that I may feel the 
Effects of the moſt bitter Imprecations, if I 
am guilty of thoſe Crimes with which he ac- 
cules me. 

Jo. O by the Gods, Oedipus believe him, 
have Reſpect for the Oath by which he is 
bound. Then have ſome Regard for me like- 
wiſe, and for all theſe who are preſent. 


Cho. I conjure you, my Lord, liſten to the 


Queen's Intreaties. 
Oed What would you have me do? Sub- 


mit to him? 


Che. Believe a Prince that was neither reck- 
oned diſobedient before, and who now hath 


made himſelf liable to the moſt horrible Im- 
precations. . 


Oed. 
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Oed. Do you know well what you demand 
of me? 
Cho. I know, . 
Oed. What is it then? Speak. 
Cho. That you would not ignominiouſly 
reject your Friend upon a dark Suſpicion. 
Od. But conſider, that while you make 
that Demand, you ſeek my Death or Baniſh- 


ment. 
Cho. I call the Sun, the firſt of all the 


Gods, to be my Witneſs; that I wiſh without 


God, without Friends, I may die the worſt 
of Deaths, if I have any ſuch Thought. But 
my Soul is overwhelmed in Sadneſs to ſee my 
Country miſerably periſh, and I cannot bear 
that thoſe Evils in which it is plungd, be 
ſtill aggravated by Diſſenſions. 
Ded. Let him therefore go, and if I muſt 
die, or diſhonourably be expelled out of this 
Land, it is for your Sake, whom I reſpect, 
I grant him this Grace, not for his; for he, 
whereſoever he is, will be the Object of my A- 
verſion. | 

Cre. It is plain you are hard to be prevailed 
on to grant me Pardon, but when your Paſſion 
is over, then you will be full of Grief; and ſuch 
Tempersare always moſt uneaſie to themſelves. 

Oed. Will you not be gone out of my Pre- 
ſence and let me alone? 

Cre. T will go, you never knew me; but 


theſe ſtill continue my Friends. | 
Cho, 
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Cho. Madam, why do you delay to take 


him into the palace! ? 

Foc. When I ſhall know the Cauſe of this 
Diſorder, I will. 

Cho. They had Words about a' very uncer- 
tain Rumour, and often taunted each other 
for an unjuſt Suſpicion, 


Foc. Of one againſt the other ? 
Cho. Even fo. 


Foc. What were the Words? 


Cho, While the Land is thus afflicted, we 


ought to ceaſe where they did. 


Oed. You ſee that with all your Wiſdom 


you betray my Intereſt, and fill my Mind 
with Sadneſs. 

Cho. My Lord I often faid, and till J fay, 
that I muſt be very unwiſe and raſh, if I 
were Capable to abandon you; who came 
and reſcued my dear Countrey from num- 
berleſs Calamities, and now, if you can, 
let your princely Wiſdom again preſerve 
us. 


Jo. By the Gods tell me why you are ſo 


tranſported with Anger. 

Oed. Il tell you, Madam, for I reſpect you 
above all others in the World. It is on ac- 
count of a Conſpiracy which Creon had form- 
ed againſt me. 

Foc. Declare his Crime if you accuſe him 
upon ſure — 8. 


Oed. 
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which coming from him will paſs for Truths, 


| 1 Art. I will give you ſome certain 
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Oed. He fays that I am the Murtherer of 
Laius. | 

Foc. Doth he ſpeak it from his own 
Knowledge? Or did he hear it of any other? 

Oed. He hath ſuborned this wicked Pro- 
phet, with whom he ſpreads thoſe Reports, 


and all the People will ſpeak freely againſt 
me, 

Joc. Now, my Lord, paſs by what hath 
been ſaid concerning yourſelf, and hear me, 
and learn that there is none ſkilful in the 


roots of it. Formerly the Oracle declared 
to Laius, (I ſay not that Oracle was delivered 
* by Apollo himſelf, but by one of his Prieſts,) 
that it was his Fate ta die by his Child, which 
ſhould be born of him and me, yet it was the 
general Report ſome foreign Thieves mur- 
thered him in a Place u where three Ways 
meet. Having begot the Child, there paſs d 
not three Days before he bound his Feet to- 


t Apollo imſelf.] Focaſta would not directly charge 
the Falſhood upon Apollo, but on his Prieſts, who ſhe 
thinks might have been corrupted. 

u here three Ways meet.) Aſchylus, in his Oedipus, 
mentions the ſame Place where Laius was kill'd, for he 
ſuppoſeth the Shepherd to ſay, 8 

i,, & id rege 
xists * led, T uA 
ga x πνν,j, u 11461 00 pp. 


gether, 
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gether, and delivered him to his Servant to be 
expoſed on an inacceſſible Mountain. And 
there you {ee that Apollo neither brought it to 
that he ſhould be his Father's Murtherer ; 
ut that the Fears of Laius to die by his Son 
was all groundleſs: Vet theſe were the Pre- 
dictions of the Oracle. Wherefore do not make 
your ſelf uneaſy, for God himſelf will ea 
diſcover thoſe Things which he finds do ny 
Diſcovery. 
Oed. My Focafla, how hath thy Words 
plunged me into fad Grief, and raided a Tu- 
mult in my Spirit? | 
Joc. Whence ariſeth this Tumult in your 
Breaſt, my Lord ? 
Oed. 1 thought I heard you ſay, that Laius 
was ſlain in a Place where three Ways meet. 
| Foc. This was the Report then, nor as yet 
doth it ceaſe. 
Oed. And where is the Place white that 
Misfortune befel him ? 
Foc. The Countrey is called Phocis, where 
the Way which leads from Delphi meets with 
that which leads from Daulia. 
Oed. And at what Time did this Acdion 
happen? | 
Foc. A little before you aſcended the 
Throne of this Realm, this was publickly re- 
ported in the City. 
Oed. Great Fove! What have you reſolved 
to do with me. 
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Foc. What Thought is this you revolve in 
your Mind? 

Oed. Do not queſtion me, but tell me what 
was Laiuss Stature, and what his Age? 

Foc. He was large, his Hair began to grow 
white, and his Shape, my Lord, differed not 


much from yours. 


Oed. Wo is me a Wretch, I have made 


un © ſelf liable to the ſadeſt Imprecations, 
while I knew it not. | 
Joc. How ſay you my Lord? I cannot be- 
hold you without Horror. 
Oed. I very much fear leſt the Prophet be 
too clear ſighted; but you will make a farther 
Diſcovery if you can tell me one Thing yet. 
Joc. Tho' I am ſeized with ſome Horror, 
yet what you aſk if I am able I will tell 


you. 


Oed. Did Laius rake this Journey with a 
ſmall Train, or had he a numerous Retinue, 


as Kings uſually have ? 
Foc. They * were in all five, a Herald'was 


Mere in all five.] Seneca hath been guilty of an 
Error in departing from the Plainneſs of the ancient 
Manners, and too ſtrict adhering to thoſe of his own 
Time. For he ſuppoſeth it abſurd that a King ſhould 
go out with ſo ſmall a Number, and therefore that a 
great Part of Laius's Retinue miſs'd their Road, and 
that only a ſmal Number remain'd with him, 


Oed. Frequenſne turba regium cinxit latus ? 
Joc. Plures fefellit error ancipitis vie, 
Paucos fidelis curribus junxit labor. 


compriſed 
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compriſed in the fame Number, and Laius 
had but one Chariot. | 

Oed. Alas! alas! my Misfortune is now 
too plain. Who was it who brought you this 
News? 

Joc. A certain Domeſtick who returned; 
the only one who preſerved his Life. 
Oed. Is he now in the Palace? 
. Foc. No, for from the Time he came 
from thence, and ſaw you poſſeſſing the Em- 
80 and Laius ſlain, he beſeeched me to ſend 

im into the Fields to overlook my Flocks, 

that he might not have the Grief to live in 
the City. I granted him that Requeſt. But 
his Service which he did me deſerved ſome 
greater Favour. 

Oed. Cauſe him to come to me imme- 
diately. 
PR He is hard by. But why do you defire 
t? 
Ded. I fear I have ſaid too much, there- 
fore I would ſee him. 

Foc. He will be here. But am I not wor- 
thy, my Lord, to know the Cauſe of your 
Grief ? Tee? 
Oed. I will not conceal from you my Fears. 
After the Obligations I owe you, to whom 
ſhould I rather than to you diſcover my Se- 


Ingenious Contrivance ! to ſuppoſe a great Number to 
loſe their Way, in a Road as plain as from London to 
Windſor, Dacit, 


crets 
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crets in this my diſmal State? Polybus King 
of Corinth was my Father, and my Mother 
was Queen Merope a Dorick. I was looked 
upon as the greateſt of all the Citizens until 
this Accident happen'd to me ; which tho' 
ſurprizing, yet did not deſerve all the Dili- 
gence I uſed in bringing itto light. A certain 
Man in a Banquet full of Wine, calls me the 
ſuppoſed Son of Polybus : Being grieved for 
that Reproach, I ſcarce contained my ſelf that 
whole Day. The next Day going to my Fa- 
ther and Mother, I enquired of them my 
Birth. They were both very ſorry for that 
Reproach which he caſt upon me. And tho 
I loved them with much Tenderneſs, that In- 
jury ſtill perplex'd me, and gave me a ſtrong 
Suſpicion. I ſtole our of the City unknown 
to my Father and Mother, went to the Py- 
thian Oracle, and Phebus did not think fit to 
anſwer preciſely to my Demand; but decla- 
red other miſerable and unhappy Accidents 
which would befall me; that I muſt unlaw- 
fully converſe with my Mother, that I ſhould 
ſhew to the World an unhappy Offspring 
which would fill them with Horror, and that 

I ſhould be the Murtherer of my Father. Be- 
ing terrified with that Anſwer, I avoided re- 
turning to Corinth, and fled hither, con- 

ducting myſelf by the Stars, and endeayour'd 


„ Condufting my ſelf by the Star.] A proverbial 
Speech ſpoke of thoſe who go a long Voyage, and are 


to 
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to find out a Countrey whence I might be 
ſure thoſe terrible Things which the Oracle 
threatned would never come to paſs: And in 
travelling I came into the ſame Place wherein 
you ſay this King was lain. I will not con- 
ceal from you, Madam, the ſmalleſt Circum- 
ſtance, When I was in this Place where the 
Way divides itſelf into three Parts, a Herald 
and a Man mounted upon a Chariot drawn 
by beautiful Horſes met me: The Charioteer 
and the Maiter would thruſt me our of the 
Way by Force. Being vex'd at this Affront, I 
{more the Charioteer who turned me out of 
the Way. And as this old Man fees me com- 
ing up to his Chariot, he gave me two 
Strokes on my Head; nor did he ſuffer a Pu- 


niſhment equal to this Audacity: But with ' |, 14 


one Stroke of my Staff, I tumbled him down 


from the Middle of his Chariot, he lies dead -;: 


at my Foot, and then I kill'd all his At- 
tendants. And if there was any relation be- 
tween Laras and this Stranger which I kill'd, 


directed by the Stars where to fix their Habitation. 
Or perhaps the Poet meant the Time of Ozdipus's Ab- 
ſence from his Countrey, meaſur'd out by the falling 
and rifing of Stars at certain Seaſons. Or laſtly, that 
he directed his Courſe by the Stars, as Sailors do, who 
foretel their proſperous or unhappy Voyage according 
to their rifing or falling. So great was the Eſteem 
which the Ancients had for Aftronomy, that they 


thought all Things below were influenced by celeſtial 
ies, 
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who is more miſerable than my ſelf? What 
Man can be more hated of the Gods? Whom 
it is not lawful for any of the Citizens or 
Strangers to receive into their Houſes, nor to 
ſpeak to; but they are commanded to drive 

me from their Houſes: Nor was it any other 


— me who pronounced theſe ſad Impreca- 


tions againſt my ſelf, I defile his Bed whom 
I flew with my own Hands: Am I nat vile? 
Am I not all over polluted? If I muſt flee 
hence, in my Flight I muſt avoid my Parents 
and my Countrey, or otherwiſe, I muſt be 
join'd in Marriage to my Mother, and kill my 
Father Polybus, who gave me Birth and ten- 
der Education. Cannot one fay with Juſtice, 
that all this is the Curſe of cruel Fortune re- 
ſolved to perſecute me? No therefore, no by 
the ſacred Worſhip of the Gods, let me not 
ſee that terrible Day, but let me rather be 
driven from the Face of the Earth, than ſtain 


my ſelf with fo black a Crime. 


Cho. This Relation, my Lord, gives us 
ſome Uneaſineſs, but until you are fully i in- 
formed of him who will ſoon be here, you 
ought to preſerve ſome ho 

Oed. I will preſerve it until I have ſpoke 
with this Shepherd. 

c. When he is come, what do you 
think to do then ? 

Ocd. I ſhall tell you, if he will ſpeak the 
ſame Language with you, I ſhall be delivered 
from all my Fears. 


ec, 
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Foc. What did I tell you, my Lord, which 


you moſt remarked ? 

Oed. You told me that he faid Robbers 
kill'd him; if therefore ſtill he will continue 
to ſay that Number, I did not kill him; for 
one can never be equal with many; bur if he 
will fay that one Man alone did it, then ap- 
parently that one can be. no other than my 
ſelf. 

Foc. Be aſſured of this, that it is not in his 
Power to deny it, for all the City heard his 
Story, and not I alone. Bur if he ſhould con- 
tradict his former Diſcourſe, the Murther of 
Latus can never fall upon you, whom Loxias 
himſelf faid ſhould die by my Child, never- 
theleſs you ſee that the miſerable Child did 
not kill him, but himſelf periſhed before. 
Therefore, I ſhall give no more Credit to the 
laſt Oracle than to the firſt. 

Oed. You judge very right, Madam, yet 
pray ſend a. Servant who may order him to 
come before us; be that thy chief Care. 

Foc. I will ſend immediately; but let us go 
into the Palace; there is nothing that I wall 
not do to oblige you. 
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AcT III. Scexs IV. 
Chorus. 


STROPHE L 
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z May the Gods grant me to enjoy a happy 
State, while I preſerve that venerable Sanctity 
in all my Words and Actions which are re- 
quired by thoſe Laws which deſcended from 
Heaven, whereof Olympus is the only Father 
nor did the mortal Race of Men beget them, 
nor is it in their Power to bury them in Obli- 
vion; there is in thoſe Laws a powerful God 
which triumphs over our Impiety, and who 
never grows old. 
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2 May the Gods grant me to enjoy a Sappy State while 

I preferve.) Jocaſta on receiving the Meſlage of the 
natural Death of Polybus, whom ſhe ſuppoſed to be real 
Father of Oedipus, who according to the Oracle was to 
have killed his Father; and having been told Iikewife 
by the fame Oracle, that Zaius's own Child was 
to be his Murtherer, which Child ſhe thought be- 
ing expoſed by her in its Infancy on the Mountains, 
had periſhed there, and that Laius according to the 
common Report was killed by Robbers, tho' in every 
Thing ſhe was deceived, was ſo preſumptuous as to 
accuſe even the Oracle of Falſhood, for which the 
Chorus, tho' modeſtly, blames her, and in his own Per- 
ſon deprecates the like Impiety, and the Puniſhment 
due to her. 


ANT. 
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ANTISTROPHE I. 


Inſolence begets Tyranny; Inſolence, when 
it adds Crime to Crime, and having raiſed 
Men to the higheſt Precipice, it throws them 
down into fatal Neceſſity, and then their For- 
tunes forſake them, and they fall from that 


Grandeur to which their Injuſtice raiſed them. 


But I beſeech the Gods never to deprive the 
City of that Happineſs of which Oedipus was 
the Author, for J ſtill put my ſelf under the 
Protection of the Gods. 


STROPHE II. 


But if any one is ſo inſolent by his Actions 
or his Words to inſult the Gods without any 
Fear of their Juſtice or Reverence for their 


Temples, ler numberleſs Evils fall upon him 


to puniſh his impious Delights, ſince he loves 
Injuſtice, abandons himſelf to Impiety, and 
reſtrains not his Hands from ſacrilegious Acts. 
Wat Man hereafter will govern himſelf by 
Reaſon? If thoſe Practices are recompenſed, 
to what Purpoſe is it for me to lead up Dances 
in Honour of the Gods ? 


ANTISTROPHE Il. 
No more III $0 to worſhip Apollo at the 
e 


ſacred Navel of the Earth, nor to the Tem- 
5 2 ple 
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- at Ale, nor to Olympia, if theſe Oracles 
not juſtified to all the World. But thou, 0 


: Nabe, univerſal Governour, let not your 


ower paſs theſe Things unpuniſh'd, for they 


diſreſpect the Oracles which foretold the Fate 


of Laius, nor is Apollo honoured, and the 
Worſhip of the Gods is quite neglected. 


ACT IV. Scexs I. 


Jeocaſta, Chorus, Attendants. 


b b Princes of the Land, I took 

| O iin my Hand theſe Crowns to 
290 tothe Temples of the Gods 
to offer them Sacrifices, for 


2 Aba. ] A Place in Lycia where Apollo had a Tem- 
ple, faith the Scholiaſt; others ſay it was a Village of 
Phocis, where his Temple ſtood before that of Delphi 
was built; particularly Herodotus, and Stephanus the 
Byzantian. We are told by Pauſanias, that this Tem- 
ple was burn'd by Aerxes. Camerarius cites 2 Paſlage 
from Pauſanias, wherein he reckons Abæ among the 
Cities of Phocis, and ſays that thoſe who inhabit it 
came firſt from Argos, and that it had its Name from 
Abas their Leader, the Son of Lynceus and Hyperm- 
neſtra. 

o Princes. of the Land.] Among the Ancients not 
only Kings, but all honourable Men and Chiefs of the 
Kingdom were called e &rex7+;, and ſuch are the 


| Oedipus ; 
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Oedipus is diſturbed in Mind with many anxious 
Thoughts, nor as a prudent Man judges of 
the Oracle which he heard ro Day, by that 
which was delivered formerly, bur liſtens at- 
tentively to thoſe who tell him terrible Things, 
and all the Counſel which I give him is vain. 
Therefore I came to thee as a Suppliant, O 
© Lycian Apollo, for you are the neareſt, with 
Sacrifices and Prayers: Beſeeching you would 
{end us a bleſſed Deliverance from our preſent 
Evils: We are all in the utmoſt Conſternation 
to ſee this Prince in the ſame Preſſure of Spirit 
as we ſee a Pilot, who can no longer defend 


his Ship againſt the Fury of the Winds. 


ö 


Chorus here called, not ſo much from their Power, as 
the Reverence due to their Office, being ſome of them 
Prieſts, and the reſt ancient Theban Citizens. For the 
original Signification of the Word f, is a Saviour or 
Defender ; wherefore the Gods are commonly called 
avaeles, Homer tells us that Scamandrius, the Son of 
Hector, was by the Trojans called A/tyanax, becauſe his 
Father was rs ds. d, the Defender of the City. 
— — 4 ure of A, 
As udn), = oy e2967P l, Eg. 
But him Aſtyanax the Trojans call, 
From his great Father who defends the Wall. 

Mr. Dryden. 


e O Lycian Apollo, for you are the neareſt.] There 
was as well at Thebes as at Athens a Gymnaſium, call'd 
the Lyceum, where Apollo was worſhip'd, which being 
the neareſt to the Palace of all the T emples, Apollo is 
therefore call'd 47 neare/!. 
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AcT IV. Scsxs Il. 
A hepherd of Corinth, Chorus, Jocaſta. 


. Thebans, d can J learn from you 
' ns is the Palace of King Oedipus? Bur 
chiefly tell me of himſelf, if you know where 


he is. 
Cho, This is the Palace, and himſelf is 


within. This is his Queen, and the Mother 
of his Children. 

Shep. May ſhe be ever happy in her Fami- 
ly, and may nothing diſturb the glorious 
Union between her and her Royal Conſort. 


4 Can I learn from you.] The Arrival of this Corin- 
thian Shepherd is an admirable Incident, and produces 
the belt Remembrance the Theatre ever ſaw. For this 
Shepherd thinking to convince Oedipus of his Error, 
and inform him who were really his Parents, inſtead of 
doing him a Piece of Service which he defigned, caſt 
him into the moſt horrible of all Misfortunes, and let 
him ſee that. he was both a Parricide, and an inceſtuous 
Perſon. 

Arijtetle brings this as an Example of the moſt ſur- 
prizing Peripetie that can poſſible come upon a Thea- 
tre; for he ſaith, Cap. XI. Art. Poet. © A Peripetie is 
a Change of one Fortune into another, contrary to 
What was expected; and that Change happens either 
% neceſſarily or probably, as in the Oedipus of Sopho- 
« cles: For he who comes to tell him agreeable News, 
and ought to deliver him out of thoſe Fears, into 
* which the Thoughts of committing Inceſt with his 
„ Mother had caſt him, does the quite contrary, in 


telling him paip'y * wn is. 7 
* 


1 
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Joc. And you alſo Stranger, becauſe of 
your good Wiſhes on my Behalf ; But tell me 
why you came here, and what News you 
bring. 

Shep. Happy News, Madam, to your 
whole Houſe, and to the King. 

Foc. What is it? And from whence are 
you come? 7 

Shep. From Corinth, that Tale which I 
ſhall ſoon unravel, will certainly give you Joy, 
but it will likewiſe give you Sadneſs. . 

Joc. But what can produce in me two ſuch 
contrary Effects: 

Shep. It is the Report at Corinth, that the 
People of 1/thmus are reſolved to make Oedipus 
their King. | 
' Foc. But why? Is not old Polybus till 
RANGE: 

Foc. No, Madam, he is dead. 

cc. What ſayeſt thou? Is old Polybus dead? 

Shep. Unleſs I fay true, I ſubmit to loſe 
my Life. 3 

Foc. Servants, go ſpeedily and tell your 
Maſter this News. O! ye Oracles of the 
Gods, where are you? Oedipus formerly fled 
from his Countrey, for Fear he ſhould kill his 
Father ; and now the Fates have cut his Thred 
of Life, and not his Son. 
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Acr IV. Scexs Ill. 


| Oedipus, Facafta, Chorus, Shepherd of Corinth. 


Oed. On what important Occaſion, my Ja- 
caſta, have you ſent for me out of the Pa- 
lace ? 

Joc. Hear this Stranger, and when you 
have heard, conſider on what Foundations 
are grounded theſe venerable Oracles of the 
Gods. 

Oed. Who is he? And what News doth he 
bring me? 

Foc. He comes out of Corinth, with the 
News that your Father Polybus is dead. 

Oed. What ſayeſt thou, Stranger? Speak 
this thy ſelf. 

Shep. If Imuſt begin with this News, then 
know that he is dead. 

Oed. Whether was it by a Conſpiracy, or 
by a Diſeaſe? | 

Shep. A ſmall Diſeaſe ſends antient Bodies 
to the Grave. 

Oed. It ſeems then he died of a Diſeaſe. 

Shep.. Yes, and for his great Age to which 
he lived. 

Oed. Oh! Oh! Why then Jocaſta ſhould 
any one regard the Pyth:an foretelling Altar; 
or thoſe Birds which chirp in the Air? who 
reported that I was to kill my Father, yet he 
lies in his Grave, and I am here; nor did I 

| ever 
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ever hold up Arms to touch his Life, unleſs 
he died with the Grief that he could not ſee 
me; ſo he might indeed have died by me: 
Therefore Polybus lies in his Tomb, and hath 
born with him the Accompliſhment of thoſe 
Oracles, which deſerve only my Contempt. 

Foc. Did I not tell you this before? 

Oed. You did, but I was ſeized with Fear. 

Foc. Therefore now do not let ſuch 
Thoughts as theſe diſturb your Mind. 

Oed. Ought I not to fear, leſt I pollute my 
Mother's Bed? 

Foc. But what ſhould a Man fear whom 


Fortune favours? There is no foreſeeing fu- 


ture Events with Certainty ; it is the beſt to 


lead an eaſie Life free from anxious Care. Do 
not fear to commit that Inceſt with your Mo- 
ther, for many Men in Dreams imagined that 
they have ſlept with their Mothers; but he 
who would lead a peaceable Life, muſt diſre- 
gard ſuch IIluſions. 25 
Oed. Well haſt thou ſpoke, did not ſhe live 
who bore me; but ſince ſhe lives, there is ſtill 
much Reaſon to ſear, after all you can ſay. 
Foc. Is not the Death of your Father a great 


Sign that the other Oracle will not be ac- 


compliſhed ? 
Oed. It is true; but yet I fay while ſhe 
lives, my Fears are not groundleſs. # 


Shep But what Woman plungeth you into 
all this Fear? N 


Oed. 
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_ Merope, old Mar, the Wife of Po- 
[ybus. | 

f Shep. What is there in her to cauſe your 
Fear? | | 

Oed. The Accompliſhment of a grievous 
Oracle, 

Shep. What Oracle, my Lord? May I 
know it ? 

Oed. Loxias once ſaid, that I muſt converſe 
carnally with my Mother, and ſpill my Fa- 
ther's Blood with theſe my Hands; where- 
fore long ago I lived far from Corinth, and 
their Abſence was happy to me, notwithſtand- 
ing it is a great Pleaſure to ſce my Parents. 


Shep. And did theſe Fears baniſh you from 


Corinth? 


Oed. Ves, for I was not willing to be my 
Father's Murtherer. 

Shep. Why therefore ſhould I not deliver 
you from that Fear, ſince out of Kindneſs to 
you I came? 

Oed. If you do, you ſhall receive of me a 

Recompenee proportionable to that great Ser- 
vice. 
Shep. And indeed for that Reaſon I came, 
that when you return to Corinth, T might de- 
ſerve your Grace, and live happily under your 
Government, - ET 

Oed. But I will by no Means go to my 
Mother. | 7 

Shep. Ir is plain you are ignorant of what 
you do. | bene 
ha Ocd. 


"Tas. 
a, 
. 
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Oed. How, old Man, by the Gods explain 
that Riddle to me. 
Shep. Yes, if it be that which keeps you 
from returning home to Corintb. 
Oed. I dread, leſt Fhæbus hath been * 


true. 


Shep. What, leſt you commit Inceſt with 
your Mother ? 
Oed. Ir is that which perpetually affrights 


me. 
Shep. But be aſſured you put your ſelf in 


Fear without juſt Cauſe. 
Oed. Why? If I am Son of thoſe Parents? 


Shep. Therefore I inform you that Polybus 
was not your Father. 
Oed. What haſt thou ſaid? Was not Poly- 
bus my Father ? 
Shep. No more than I am, but even alike. 
Oed. But how is he who begat me no Fa- 
ther? 
Shep. Neither did he beget you, nor I, 
Oed. Why then did he call me his Son. 
Shep. Know that he received you as a Gift 
from my Hands. 
Oed. Did he fo cheriſh what he received 
from another Hand? yo, 
Shep. The want of Children engaged him 
to do it. 
on Did you buy me? Or was I your 
n? 
Shep. I found you on the Top of Mount 
Cithæron. 
Oed. 


3 
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* Oed. Why did you travel over thoſe 
$4 Places? | 

| Shep. There I had the Care of ſome Flocks 

Oed. Then you was a Shepherd therefore. 

Shep. My Lord I ſaved your Life in that 
„ | | 

Oed. In what State did you find me ? 

Shep. Your pierced Feet may witneſs that. 

Oed. Wo is me! What old Evil is that you 
mention ? 

Shep. I will eaſe you of your Doubt, the | 
Ends of your Feet were boared thro”. 

Oed. 1 received this Reproach from my 
ſwadling Bands. 

Shep. © And from thence you received the 
Name you bear. 

Oed. By the Gods tell me, from my Fa- 
ther or Mother? 

Shep. I know not, but he who gave thee 
to me, knows it better than I 

Oed. Did you receive me of another, or 
did you find me your ſelf? 

Shep, No, but another Shepherd gave thee 
to ME, 


Page 


© Aud from thence you received the Name you bear.) 
i. e. By Compoſition of theſe Words, % * d, 785 
i Thus Seneca brings in an old Man telling him, 


Forata ferro geſſeras veſtigia, 
Tumore nactus nomen ac vitio pedum. 


Your Feet were pierc'd with Iron, from which Sore 
And Tumour you are named. 


Oed. 
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Oed. Who is he? Can you tell me? 


Shep. He was ſaid to * one of the Shep- 
herds of Laius. 


Oed. Of him who was S King of 


this Countrey. _ 

Shep. Yes, my Lord, the ſame. 

Oed. Is he ſtill living, that I may ſee him? 

Shep. You may know that beſt who are of 
this Countrey. 

Oed. Is there any of you who ſtand here, 
who know that Shepherd whom he mentions; 
and who ſaw him in the Fields, or here ? De- 
clare it: For this Matter muſt be made plain. 

To the Chorus. 


Cho. I ſuppoſe him no other than him 


who is of the Fields, whom before you de- 
ſired to ſee; but the Queen her ſelf may beſt 
tell that. 

Oed. Madam, Do you know whether he 
whom we ſent to ſearch for be him whom 
he ſpeaks of:? 

Jcc. Who is it whom he ſpoke of? Be 
not diſturbed, nor permit that theſe Things 
which ſo raſhly were ſpoke of, be repeated. 

Oed. That cannot be, fince I have found 
out all theſe Lights, I will not neglect to diſ- 
cover my Birth. | 

_ Joc. By the Gods, if you regard your Peace 
of Mind, enquire not that ; it is enough that 
Jam a Wretch. 


Oed. The Affront would not fall upon you, 


tho l were born a Slave in the third 8 
oc 
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Foc. Nevertheleſs I beſeech you obey me, 
and ceaſe to make this Search. 
Oed. I will not be perſuaded, I muſt diſ- 
cover my Birth, 
Foc. Believe me, my Lord, my Reaſons for 
giving you this Counſel are juſt. | 
Oed. All that you fay only augments my 
Pain, and excites my Curioſity. 
Foc. O unfortunate Man, I wiſh you ne- 
ver may know who you are. 
Oed. Let ſome go and bring that Shepherd 
a to me, let her rejoice in her noble Race. 
wt Foc. Alas! alas! unhappy Man, this is the 
only Thing T have to fay to you, and tuis is 
the laſt Time that ever I ſhall ſay that. 


Acr IV. SckNE IV. 


Chorus, Oedipus, Shepherd of Corinth, 


- Cho. What Sadneſs obliged the Queen to 
retire? I fear leſt that Silence will have ſome 
BY dreadful End. 

11 Oed. Let her do what ſhe will, tho' my 
__— Parentage is but mean, I will know it. She 
thinks greatly, as a Woman, and doubtleſs is 
aſhamed of my mean Birth; , but I think my 


f But I thinking my ſelf the Child of Fortune, &c.] 
Theſe are called Sons of Fortune, who being of un- 
known or vety obſcure Birth, have raiſed themſelves, 


ſelf 
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{elf the Child of Fortune, who gave freely to 
me, and I will never-bluſh at her Favours. 
1 was born of that Mother, and kindred 
Months raiſed me from a contemptible State 
to the higheſt Degree of Honour, and m 
Birth would be the ſame, tho I ſhould cea 
to know it. 


Chorus, STROPHE. 


Cho. If I am a Prophet and ſkilful in my 
Art, by Jove, Citheron, to Morrow ſhall not 
paſs, before you ſhall diſcover to us the Coun- 
try and the Mother of Oedipus; and e er we 
ſhall inſtitute Dances in your Honour, to give 
you Thanks for the Pleaſure you will do our 
King. Apollo, grant that my Predictions may 
be accompliſhed. f 


AN TISTRO RRE. 


And you, O Prince! s who of the immor- 
tal Gods begat you, what Daughter of Pan, 


or Upſtarts. Thus Horace Sat. VI. Lib. 2. ſpeakingof 
himſelf ſays. | 
Luſerat in campo fortune filius. 

| | DAcixR. 

8 Wha of the immortal Gods? ] Obſerve the extraor- 
dinary Love of the Chorus for Oedipus, and how will- 
ing they are to interpret every Thing to his Advan- 
tage; for here they hope he will prove to be Son of 


. God 
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God of the Mountains, bore you? Art thou 
the Fruits of Apollos Amours ? For he often 
diverts himſelf in the Fields and Mountains: 
Or did Mercury the Cyllenian God, or Bac- 
chus who inhabits the Mountain Tops, beget 
you on any of the Heliconian . with 
whom he moſt commonly ſports? 

Oed. If I can judge of an old Man whom 
I never met with before, I think I ſee that 
Shepherd whom we waited for ſo long, and 
he agrees in old Age with this Stranger ; be- 
ſides, I know thoſe that lead him to be my 
Servants; but you may know him better than 
me, for doubtleſs you have ſeen him hefore. 
Cbo. I know him, for he belonged to Laius, 

and was his faithful Shepherd. 

Oed. Firſt I aſk you (Corinthian Stranger) 
is this he of whom you ſpake to me? 

Shep. He is the ſame. 


one of the Gods of the Mountains, It is well known 
that Pan is the God of Shepherds, and that his Do- 
minion is in the Fields, therefore he is called „, 
and the Scholiaſts ſay that Apollo is likewiſe ſo called; 
probably he might have that Name from having been 
Shepherd to Admeius, And Triclinius tells us, that 
Bacchus is ſaid to inhabit the Mountains, becauſe his 
raging Women are converſant about them, or becauſe 


he had a — in Cithærom. 


Aer 
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Acr IV. Scexs V. 


Oedipus, Shepherd of Corinth, Phorbas, Chorus. 


Oed. Approach, old Man, and anſwer to 
what I ſhall aſk you. Waſt thou once of 
Laius? 

Phor. I was his Servant, not bought, but 
brought up in his Family. 

Oed. What Buſineſs did you follow ? 

Phor. I had the Care of his Flocks for the 
moſt Part of my Life. 

Oed. In what Places was you ordinarily 
_ converſant ? | 

. Phor. On Mount Cithæron, and other Pla- 
ces thereto adjoining. _ 

Oed. Do you know this Man? Have you 
ever ſeen him any where? . 

Phor. In what Employment, what Man do 
you mean? ; 8775 i 

Oed. He, who is before your Eyes, did you 
ever meet with him any where? 

Phor. I do not remember that ever I ſaw 
him in my Life. | 

Shep. It is no Wonder, my Lord, but I 
will quickly bring to his Remembrance Things 
which he hath forgot : For I know well that 
he knows me; on Citheron he fed two Flocks, 


and I but one, and we paſſed together 
FS Q 2 three 
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h three whole ſucceſſive Seaſons from the Be- 
ginning of Spring, to the End of Autumn; 
ut at the Approach of Winter, I drave mine 
into my Stables, but he drave his into thoſe of 
Laius, Dol ſay the Truth, or do I not? 
Phor. You ſay what is true; I remember it, 
tho it be a long Time ago. 

Shep. Speak, tell me; do you remember 
that you gave me a certain — „ that] 
ſhould bring it up as my own? 

Phor. What is it you ſay? Why do yor 
aſk that Queſtion ? 

Shep. This, my Friend, is that ſame In- 
fant. 

Phor. Curfes light on thee; thou Wretch, 
wilt thou not be filent? 

Oed. O do not chaſtize him, it is you who 
deſerve Chaſtizement rather than he. 

Phor. My Lord, wherein do I offend? 

Oed. — 2 ſpeaking of that Infant of whom 
he enquires. 

Phor. He knows not what he ſays, but 2. 
muſeth you unprofitably. 


b Three whole SJuceeſſ ve Seaſons.} The Greek is, 
Teas 2 i xę nus. That the Senſe I have given 
of this. Paſſage is right, not three whole Months, as it 
is in moſt Editions, is plain from hence ; that from the 
Spring to the riſing of Arfurus, which is about the 
Beginning of Oclober, much exceeds three Months; 
and from the Spring to the ſetting thereof, are reckon- 
ed the three Seaſons of the Year, i. e. Spring, Sum- 
mer, and Autumn. 4 


NS, | RO” > 
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Oed. You will not ſpeak for Favour, but 
Tortures ſhall make you ſpeak: _ 
Phor. No, by the Gods, do not ſo affront 


2/5 i Will not ſome body qu ickly bind his 
Hands? 


Ppbor. Ah me a Wretch! Why? What 


would you know ? 

Oed. Did you giyethat Infant to him whom 
he mentions? 

Phor. I gave it to him, but wiſh that that 
had been the laſt Day of my Life! 

Oed. Wiſh not for Death ; if you will not 
tell me the Truth, that ſhall be your Por- 
tion, 

Phor. But much more if! ſpeak, I periſ. 

Oed. This Man, it ſeems, is only "a de- 
laying. 

Plor. Not I, my Lord; but I have told 
that I gave it to him. 

Oed. Whence did you receive him? Was 
he yours, or did you receive him of another? 

Phor. He was not mine, but I received him 
of another. 

Oed. But from which of the Citizens, and 
from what Houſe did you receive him? 

Phor. By the Gods, Sir, enquire no more. 

Oed. You are a dead Man, if I aſk you 
a ain, 

* Pbor. He was of the Family of Laius. 

Oed. Whether was he his Son, or one of 


his Servants? 
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Phor. Wo is me! Cruel Neceſſity enforces 


me to ſpeak. 


Oed. And me to hear, but yet I muſt 


hear it. 


 -Phor. He was called his Child. The Queen 
can better tell than I, whoſe he is. 

Oed. Did the give him to you? 

Pher. Yes, my Lord. 

Oed. For what End? 

Phor. That I ſhould kill him. 

Oed. Miſerable Woman, the Child ſhe bore, 
for what Reaſon? 

Phor. For Fear of an unfortunate Oracle. 

Oed. What Oracle? 

Pher. The Oracle was, that he ſhould kill 
his Parents. | 

Oed. Then why did you give him to this 
old Man? 

Phor. Out of Pity, my Lord, and I thought 
to ſend him into another Countrey ; but he 
in ſaving your Life, reſerved you for number- 
leſs Evils; and if you are he whom he ſpeaks 
of, the World cannot produce a more un- 
happy Man. 

Oed. Alas! alas! all T hings are come out 


i Alas! alas! all Things are nau come out plain,] This 
Remembrance is what Ari/otle calls the moſt beautiful 
of all, becauſe it is accompanied with a Change of For- 
tune, or Peripetie: For it is no ſooner made, but Oe- 
pus falls from Happineſs to Miſery. Cap. XI. Art. 
Pact. * The beſt Remembrance is that which is found 
& with the Peripetie, as inthe Oedipus, for that will pro- 


plain. 
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plain. O Sun! whoſe radiant Beams enlight- 
en the Earth, this is. the laſt Time I behold 
thee, who am born of thoſe of whom I ſhould 
not; Who have converſed carnally with her 
from whoſe loathed Embraces Nature com- 
manded me to fly, and have flain with my 


curſed Hand thoſe who gave me Being. 


Acr IV. Sctxs VI. 


Chorus. 


Cho. O! Race of Mortals, how little I e- 
ſteem the State of your Felicity! It is but an 
idle Dream that appears great, and vaniſhes 
in the ſame Moment. By your fad Example, 
moſt unhappy Oedipus, Iam taught to ſay, no 
Man on Earth is happy; who, raiſed to the 
higheſt State of mortal Glory, after your ſig- 


ce dũce either Compaſſion, or Terror, of which Trage- 
“ dy is an Imitation on this Paſſage”. Mr. Dacier hath 
theſe following Remarks. This Reaſon js drawn 
from this general Principle, that Tragedy is the Imi- 
ce tation of an Action; and not only of an Action, but 
c of ſuch an Action which excites Pity and Fear; and 
& this is found in that Remembrance which he pre- 
6 fers to the reſt: There is Action, fince it makes 
«© the good or ill Fortune of the principal Perſona- 
ges; and it can't fail of exciting Terror or Compaſ- 
„ fion, fince in one and the ſame Moment it decides 


#'fiings of ſo great Importance, and produces ſuch 
rand Effects. | 
Q4 nal 
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nal Victory over Sphinx, who ravaged our 
Country, didſt deliver it from the Death ſhe 
threatned, from our Deliverer became our King 
and was honoured as a God in Thebes: Now 
who is more unhappy? Who more oppreſſed 
by Fortune's Malice? Who ever ſuffered fo 
terrible a Change? O noble Oedipus, & the 
ſame great Port ſufficed both for your Fa- 
ther and your ſelf to ſail into. How could, un- 
happy Man, how could your Father's Bed re- 
ceive you ſo long without your Knowledge? 
Time only, who ſees all Things, found you 
out, and diſcovered your unhappy Marriage 
begetting and begotten! O Son of Laius, I 
wiſh I had never ſeen thee; I lament thy moſt 
unhappy State, who, after you had reſtored 
Light to my dying Eyes, haſt plunged them 
into moſt horrid Darkneſs. 


* The ſame great Port.] The Poet metaphorically 
calls Jocaſla a Port, or Flace where Ships both put in, 
and from whence they launch forth, becauſe Oedipus ha- 
 ving married his Mother, begat Children on the ſame 
Body of which he was born; ſo was both her Son, and 
Father to her Children: Or becauſe ſhe was married 
both to her Huſband and Son. | 8 


* PP 
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Acr V. Sckxz I. 


Shepherd of Corinth, Chorus, Meſſenger. 
5 08 T honourable Seniors of 
this Land, what are you now 
about to hear and ſee, and what 
&9 Grief will you conceive if you 
intereſt your ſelves in the Evils of the Houſe 
of acus? For I am perſuaded that nei- 


ther! the Water of er, nor Phaſis, can waſh 


Neither the Water of Iſter nor Phaſis.] Gr. "Ig 
dee baden. They were two great Rivers, the former, 
otherwiſe called the Danube, paſſeth by Nlyricum and 
runs into the Euxine Sea; the other is a famous Ri- 
ver in Colchis. © „ E 

The Pagans fancied that the Water of the Sea, or 
thoſe great Rivers, had Power to waſh away all Pol- 
lution of Crimes: In Virgil, Eneas would not touch 
his Houſhold Gods before he had purged himſelf of 
the Blood he had fpilt ©  ' © a 


Mie bello e tanto digreſſum & tæde recenti, 
Attrectare nefas, donec me flumine vivo 
Abluero. | 
Ajax in the Tragedy ſo called, went out upon Pretence 
of reconciling himſelf to the Gods, by waſhing after 
killing the Beaſts. And St. Auguſtin againſt the Dona- 
tiſts * „ In multis Idolorum ſacrilegis ſacris baptixati 
the 


= * * 
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the Houſe from thoſe Crimes by which it is 
polluted, which are now unſeen, and will 
Loon come to Light, which have been willing- 
ly committed. For the moſt afflicting of all 
Evils are thoſe which are committed of deli- 
berate Purpoſe. 
Cho. Nothing is wanting from what we 
have heard tocompleat our Miſery; but what 
can you farther ſay? | 
; J Focaſta is no more. . ; 
Cho. Moſt wretched Princeſs, how did ſhe 
die? | 
 Meſſ. By her own Hand: Words are too 
weak to expreſs the Horror of that abſent 
Spectacle, yet as far as my Memory will per- 
mit me you ſhall hear the fad Recital of her 
Sufferings. She entered with all the Agonies 
of black Deſpair into the Palace, and flew ſud- 
denly to the nuptial Chamber, tearing her Hair 
with both her Hands; and having ſhut the 
Door, ſhe calls Laius formerly ſlain, menti- 
oning her Offspring, by whom he was miſe- 
rably murthered, but left her to bear unhap- 
py Children to her own Child : Then ſhe ad- 
dreſſed her ſelf to her Bed, where the Wretch 
both bore a Huſband. by her Huſband, and 
Children by her Son. How after that ſhe di- 
ed, I know not; for Oedipus ruſhed in roaring, 


homines perhibentur. i. e. waſhed. The Pagans had 
this Notion from the Knowledge of the Deluge, by 
which they learned that God purged the World. | 


who 
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who hindered ,us from beholding her Miſery, 
Then we fixed our Eyes on him to obſerve his 
Motions ; as he comes along he begs of us to 
give him a Sword, aſked to know where e 
ſhould find his Wife, whom he would not look © 
upon as his Wife, but his Mother, who bore 
both himſelf and his Children. We who were 
preſent did not regard to grant his Requeſt, 
ſome God in Favour to his Phrenſie, con- 
ducted him to her; then he approached with 
dreadful Cries, as if ſome drew him by Force. 
He ruſhed through the double Gates, drew 
from their Hinges the ſonorous Portcullis, and 
comes into the Chamber, where we ſee the 
Queen hanging by a twiſted Rope; no ſooner 
he beheld her, but he roars out like a furious 
Lion, looſes the hanging Rope, and the wretch- 
ed Queen falls on the Ground: ® And thenap- 


m And then appeared a more horrible.) This Deſcrip- 
tion of the Manner in which Oedipus cut out his Eyes, 
is very ingenious and eloquent ; and is a good Inſtance 
where that general Rule, which Horace lays down, is ob- 
ſerved, | 

. Multaque tolles 

Ex oculis, que mox narret facundia præ ſens. 


Had the Action it ſelf of Oedipus been repreſented on 
the Theatre, nothing could have been more terrible 
and ſhocking. And this Narration both hides the Hor- 
ror, and moves at the ſame Time the Compaſſion of 
the Audience for that miſerable Prince. So great is the 
Force of Art in making Things, in their own Nature 
diſagreeable, become "Objects of Pleaſure agd Delight 


peared 


& 
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peared a more horrible Thing, for Oedipus 
pulling the golden Claſps from her Garments 
wherewith ſhe was adorned, he then forced 
the Points of them into his Eyes, ſaying thus; 
Thathe would not behold her, nor what Evils 
he had been the Cauſe of, but plunged in eter- 
nal Darkneſs, he would not ſee, nor diſtinguiſh 
thoſe Objects which preſent themſelves before 
him. In repeating inceſſantly theſe Words, 
he raiſed up his Eyebrows and cut out his 
Eyes; his bloody Eye-balls ſtained his Beard, 
por did they only ſend down moiſtening 
Dro „but even a black Shower of Blood, 
thick as Hall, poured down. Theis are the 


by an ingenious Narration: For as in painting, an Ob- 
Jet, in it ſelf the moſt deteſted to human Eyes, may 
be ſo painted by an ingenious Artiſt, as to ſeem very 
dgreeable upon Canvaſs; ſo it is in Poetry, as 
Peſpreaux ingeniouſly obſerves in his Art of Poe» 
try: c 1 a 1 . 


Il n'gſt point de ſerpent, ni de monſtre odieux, 
Dui par Part imité, ne puiſſe plaire aux yeux. 

| =_ pinceau delicat Partifice agreable, 
Du plus affreux objet fait un objet aimable. 
Ainſi pour nous charmer, la Tragedie. en pleur 
P' Oedipe tout ſang lant, fit parler les douleurs, 


There's not a Monfter bred beneath the Sky, . 
But well diſpos'd by Art, may pleaſe the Eye. 
A curious Workman by his Skill divine, 
From an ill Object makes a good Deſign. 
Thus to delight us, Tragedy in Tears, 
Prevokes, for Oedipus, our Hopes and Fears. 
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ſad Calamities in which the King and Queen 
had both a Share; and their former Feli- 
city, which was before truly great, is now 
turned to Weeping, Lamentation, Death 
Infamy; and the worſt of Evils that can be 
named are leſs than theirs. "3 

_ Cho. But with what Evils is he now op- 
_ preſſed? | | 
| Mefſ. He roars out that they ſhould open 
the Gates, and ſhew to all the Thebans 4 

Parricide, and his Mother's faying abomi- 
ble Things, which I dare not mention 
that he would caſt himſelf out of the King- 
dom, and the Imprecations which he had 
eee againſt himſelf ſuffered him no 
onger to continue in his Palace! In his pre- 
ſent State he hath need of ſome Aſſiſtance, 
and ſome Leader, for this Evil is greater 
than can be born. The Folds of the Gates 
are opened, and ſoon thou wilt ſee ſuch a 


Spectacle, as would move an Enemy te 
Pity. | 
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Act V. Scexs II. 


7 be Palace Gates are open d, from whence 
aches with his F pull d 


out, which the Chorus ſeeing, flartle and 
urn away their Faces. 


Clborus, Oedipus. 


\. Cho. O Spectacle of Horror which none 
can bear to ſee! the ſadeſt that ever I beheld. 
Miſerable Prince, what Madneſs hath ſeized 

you? What cruel God hath plunged you in 
theſe Seas of Woe ? Alas, alas, unhappy Man! 
I cannot look on thee tho' I have a ſtrong De- 
fire to ſee you, to ſpeak to you, and to hear 
you; ſuch Horror doſt thou give me. 

Oed. Alas! alas! miſerable Man, to what 
N I born, whither is my Voice ſpread ! 

Fortune, whither art thou come ? 
92. Forſaken you quite, and given Place 
to the ſaddeſt Evil Evils which none can 
bear to hear or ſee. 

Oed. O my Cloud of Darkneſs which co- 
vers my Eyes, abominable, and which none 
can diſſipate! Wo is me, my ſad Grief which 

roceeds not only from my Rage of Madneſs, 
bs likewiſe from the Memory of my Crimes 

Cho. In this "y wretched State, thy Com- 


plaints are juſt. 


2 Oed. 
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Oed. Ah! thou whoart ſtill my only Friend 
in my Misfortunes, who till art careful even 
for me a blind Man; alas | alas! thou doſt 
not deceive me, but I well know thy Voice, 
altho' involved in Darkneſs. . I 
Cho. What deſperate Deed is this thou haſt 
done! How dareſt thou thus tear out thy 
Eyes? What angry God lent thee his Aid? 
Oed. It was Apollo, my Friend, who is the 
only Author of my Miſeries ; none ever lent; 
me his Aid, this wretched Hand alone hath 
done the Deed. Why ſhould I longer enjo 
my Sight, to behold nought but Objects of 
Horrour and Sadneſs ? * 
Cho. My Lord, what you ſay is too true. 
Oed. Is there ought, my Friends, that I 
could behold with Pleaſure ? Is there ought 
that I can love, or converſe with? Baniſh me 
hence with ſpeed, my Friends; baniſh -me _ 
hence a curſed Monſter, and the moſt hated 
of all Mortals to the Gods. 
Cho. Thou art doubly wretched, both for 
thy Ills themſelves, and for thy Senſe of 
them: O ! that I had never known thee. 
Oed. Let him periſh whoſoever he was, 
who unlooſed the cruel Cords from off my 
Feer, and preſerved me from the cold Arms 
of Death. His Pity hath been fatal to me, 
for had I then died, -I had not been the un- 
happy Cauſe of ſo many Evils to my ſelf and 
Friends. 15 | 
Cho. 
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Cho. There I too had been happy to my 
Oed. I had not been my Father's Mur- 
therer, nor had Men ſeen me marry her who 
gave me Life. But now I am a wretched 
Son of defiled Parents, a Monſter born of her 
from whom I begat Children, and to fay all, 
the greateſt and moſt horrid Evils are fallen 
upon Oedipus. | 
_ Cho. My Lord, Iknow not how to approve 
this Action, it had been better for you not to 
have been at all, than thus to drag a miſera- 
ble Life, deprived of Eyes. 5 
Oed. Do not tell me that I have done Ill in 
taring out my Eyes, for I know not with what 
Eyes I could fee my Father when I come to 
the ſubterraneous Habitations, or my miſera- 
ble Mother; to both which greater Evil I 
have done than Death it ſelf. But as my 
Children daily grow up, ſtill grows my Plea- 
ſure in beholding them: By no means, for 
neither Children, nor Countrey, nor Palace nor 
ſacred Images of the Gods could afford Plea- 
ſure to my Eyes, of which I, a moſt unhappy 
Man, one of the greateſt in Thebes, have de- 
prived my ſelf, in commanding that all ſhould 
baniſh that impious Man whom the Gods 
have declared the Cauſe of all the publick Ca- 
lamities, and to fay all in one Word, this Son 
of Laius. And after I have diſcovered my 
Shame could I enjoy in Quietneſs my Sight ? 
By no means, but if chere were a Way to ſeal 


up 


* 


; « 
a 
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up my hearing Faculty, . I would make this 
double Sacrifice to my Deſpair, by cloſing up 
that Gate from the Knowledge of my Evils, 
that I might be both Deaf and Blind, for that 
is ſweet to have but little Senſe in ſuch terri- 
ble Evils. O C:theron ! why did you receive 
me? Why, when you had received me,' did 
you not ſuffer me to periſh ? That I had nor 
ſhewn my ſelf to Men of what Parents I was 
born! O Polybus, and Corinth falſly called 
my Countrey, you have brought me up under 
a humane Form, a Monſter who am a Re- 
proach to Nature. O triple Ways, and dark 
Foreſt, Grove of Oaks, and narrow Place in 
the triple Way, who have drank my Father's 
Blood which my Hands have ſhed, do you 
{till remember me, and what Crimes you have 
ſeen me commit, and how far ſhort they 
come of thoſe I have ſince committed! O 
Marriage, fatal Marriage, you have begot 
me, and having ſo done, made me return to 
the Womb that wrapt me yet unborn, and 
produced Fathers, Brothers, Children, Huf- 
bands, Wives, Mothers, and the moſt vile 
Deeds that humane Thoughts can form : 
One ought to tremble even to pronounce ſuch 
horrid Crimes. By the Gods as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble hide me, kill me or caſt me into the Sea, 
where you ſhall never ſee me more; ® deign 


m Deign to touch, &c.] This is founded upon the 
Superſtition of the Ancicnts, who ſuppoſed that if any 


R to 
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to touch a miſerable Man; do me this laſt Ser- 
vice; fear not ; the Evils which I ſuffer can- 
not befal any but my ſelf. 7 | 
Che. But Creon is here in a proper Time for 
your Demand, both to give you ſuch Counſel and 
Aſſiſtance as are neceſſary for you, for inſtead 
of thee he is left as ſole Guardian of this Land, 
Oed. Wo is me! What therefore ſhall I fa 

to him? What Succours can I expect after hots 
unjuſt Suſpicions which I had of him? 


Acr V. Scexs III. 


Creon, Oedipus, Chorus, Oedi pus's Children. 


Cre. I came not to inſult your Evils, Oedi- 
pus, nor to reproach you; but you Thebans, if 
the Race of Men be not your Care, at leaſt 
revere the ſacred Sun's all feeding Flame; 
which hath brought to Light and pointed out 
that Victim on which all our Sufferings are 
juſtly charged. A Victim, which neither the 
Earth, nor the n facred Rain which is ſprinkled 


one touched a wicked Man, he thereby drew down up- 
on his own Head the Anger of the Gods. In a Latin 
Fragedy cited by Cicero, Thyeſtes ſays to the Chorus, 
 Nolite, hoſpites, ad me adire, illico, iſtic, 

Ne contagio mea bonis, umbrave obſit. 

Tanta vis ſcelerit in Corpore bærei. DacieR. 


n Sacred Rain.) Gr. zue liebs, it is fo called be- 
cauſe the Prieſts ſprinkled the Heads of thoſe who 
were preſent at the Sacrifices with holy Water, which 
fell on them as Rain. The Apoſtle ſeems to al de to 
this Practice in the following Words; Ab, x. 22. 

on 
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on us at theſe Altars, nor the Light can en- 
dure. Go and ſpeedily take him into the 
Palace, for it is fit that Relations only ſhould 
be Witneſſes of each others Afflictions. 

Oed. By the Gods, ſince that you have 
diſproved my Opinion of you, and being the 
beſt of Men come to me who am the worſt, 
grant me this Favour which I aſk of you; itis 
more for your Sake than for mine I aſk it. 

Cre. What is your Requeſt? 

Oed. Baniſh me out of this Land as ſpeedy 
as poſſible; ſend me where I ſhall no more 
hold Diſcourſe with Man. 

Cre. Be well aſſured I had done it, only 
that firſt I would learn from the Gods what 
is proper to be done. | 

Oed. But have not the Gods plainly decla- 
red, that you ſhould deſtroy me ? 

Cre. But in the State we are in, we 
ought to do nothing before we conſult 
them. | | 

Oed. Will you conſult the Gods for ſuch a 
Wretch as I am? 


Let us draw near, having our Hearts ſprinkled from an 
evil Conſcience, and our Bodies waſhed with pure Water, 
And Ezek. xxxvi. 25. Then will I ſprinkle clean Water 
upon you, and ye ſhall be clean from all your Filthineſs, 

o In the State we are in.) Tho' it had been poſitive- 
ly decreed by the Oracle, that the Murtherer of Laius 

ould be taken away from the Earth, yet he being the 
lawful King, Creon thought it proper to conſult again 
the Oracle as to Oedipus's Requeſt. 


R 2 Cre. 
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Cre. Ah! your Misfortunes warn us what 
Faith we ought to put in their Oracles. 
Oed. I beſeech and exhort you to bury the 
Princeſs who lies dead in the Palace, and you 
will perform your Duty to your Relation ; for 
me, there is no Reaſon my Father's City 
ſhould deſire my longer Continuance amon 
them, but ſuffer me to live on Mount Cithe- 
ron, which my Father and Mother, when a- 
live, choſe for my Sepulchre, that I might 


die according to their Wills, where they de- 


creed I ſhould end my Days. This I know 
well, that neither Diſeaſe nor any other Ac- 
cident have Power to put a Period to my 
Days; for I ſhould not have been ſaved from 
the Arms of Death, but to be reſerved for 
fome more horrid Evils. But let my cruel 
Fortune do what ſhe will with me, take no 
Care of my Sons, they are Men, ſo that where- 
ever they are their Courage will be their ſure 
Defence ; but earneſtly I entreat you to take 
Care of my poor Daughters, who have been 
always fed with the choiceſt Dainties ; tho I 
was abſent they always ſhared the ſame Things 
with me. Permit me to hold them in my 
Arms, and lament over them thoſe Evils in 

which they are involved: If I touch them 
with my Hand, I ſhall think I fee them ſtill. 
By the Gods do ] not hear my Children weep- 
ing? And Creon in pity to me hath ſent me 
my Children. 3 


Cre, 
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Cre. Yes, my Lord, I have brought them, 
being willing to afford you this long deſired 
Pleature. E 

Oed. May you be ever happy, and may a 
milder Fortune always accompany you than 
ever did me. My Children, where are you? 
Come to your Father's Arms, who am your 
Brother ; a Father, who have cut out 
Eyes, that now I cannot ſee you; a Father, 
who, tho' innocent, have begot you of her 
who bore me. I mourn your Fate, my 

Children, when I conſider the remaining Part 
of your wretched Life, which you mult live 
among Men : In what Aſſemblies of Citizens 
will you appear, what Feaſts, from whence 
you will not come weeping home, inſtead of 
the Pleaſure of ſeeing? But when you ſhall 
arrive to Maturity of Age to be married, who 
will marry you? p Who is he who will caſt 
away his Children, to bear thoſe Reproackes 
which are charg'd upon aur Family ? What 
Evil is wanting to compleat your Miſery? 
Your Father kill'd his Father, and begat you 
of the ſame Mother from whence himſelf 


Ido is he who will caſt away his Children, &c.] Tt 
was look'd upon among the Grecians, a reproachful 
Thing for a Virgin to live long unmarried: Thus 
Oreftes mourns Electra's unmarried Life. It was the 
ſame among the Hebrews, for which Reaſon Fudges x1. 
37. Jephiba's Daughter defired two Month's Time of 
her Father, to go up and down the Mountains to be- 
wail her Virginity, | 


Was 
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was born. Theſe Reproaches will be caſt on 
you, and after this who will marry you? 
There is not one, my Children! Bur ic will 
be your Fortune to wear away your Lives 
neglected and unmarried. Son of Meneceus, 
fince you are left ſole Father to them, tor we 
who begat them are no more, do not deſpiſe 
them in their wretched State, poor, friendleſs 
and unmarried, nor let them ſuffer that Pu- 
niſhment which is due only to my Crimes, 
But have pity on their Miſery and their 
Youth, who have no Friend but you, grant 
me to touch your Hand, in token that you 
hear my Prayer. To you, my Children, if 
you had Underſtanding, I would commend 
many Things; but as you have not, pray on- 
ly to the Gods for me, 4 that they would not 

let me always live; and to grant that you 
may live a happier Life ever while it laſts 
than your Father. | 

Cre. You have ſhed Tears enough, go into 
the Palace. 

Oed I muſt obey you, how unpleaſant ſo- 
ever it is to me. ch 
Cre. All Things have their proper Soa- 
ſons. | Ry 


4 That they would not let me always live.] The Text 
here hath been corrupted ; the true Reading is . xa«ggr 
4 tis, and according to this I have tranſlated it, not 
| #& naeggs dd Lip, Which is not Senſe, 


Oed. 
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Ded. Knoweſt thou what Favour I would 
aſk ? | 
Cre. What Favour? © 

Oed. That you would immediately baniſh 
me from this Land. 

Cre. You aſk from me a Gift which the 
Gods have enjoyn'd. 

Oed. But I am the moſt odious of all Men 
to the Gods. | 

Cre. Therefore our Requeſt ſhall the 
ſooner be granted. 

Oed. Do you aſſure me of that? 

Cre. I never ſpeak but what I think. 

Oed. Take me away then when you 
pleaſe. Y 

Cre. Go in, but quit your Children. 

Oed. Ah, do not take them from me. 

Cre. Do not inſiſt to keep them, you 
know how often that of which you was moſt 
defirous hath been moſt fatal to you. | 

Cho. * Inhabitants of Thebes, you ſee this 
Oedipus, who explain'd the famed Enigma, 
and to whoſe Valour all Things ſubmitted ; 
who owed his Grandeur only to his Spirit and 


r Inhabitants of Thebes.] That which the Chorus 
faith here is properly an Exode or Epilogue, ſuch as they 
ordinarily add to the Ends of Fables, and comprehends 
the moral Senſe. This Epilogue is not ſung, as Ari- 
ſotle tells us in his Art. Poet. cap. 12. The Exods 
6 (faith he) is all that which is faid after the Chorus 
e hath left off ſinging, not to begin again. 
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his Courage, into what ſad Calamities is he 
fallen? 80 that when we conſider his unhap- 
py end, we may learn from thence to pro- 
nounce no Mortal happy in the World, be- 
fore we have feen him happily paſs over the 
laſt Day of his Life. 
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